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The initiative of the Research Council of Lithuania to mobilize scientists to contribute to the
provision of research-based conclusions and recommendations on public administration and
public policy institutions regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences.
Special call for Lithuanian researchers to submit applications for rapid and relevant research
related to the public life challenges posed by the pandemic and to provide recommendations
for the elimination or minimization/reduction of the consequences of COVID-19.

75

78
78 groups of
researchers
responded

Most of them work in
the ﬁelds of
management,
economics, psychology,
public health and
medicine

The average value of
a project - about
75 thousand EUR

Human health, public
policy, the economy,
public security, education, culture, and other
ﬁelds of public and social
life to which the coronavirus has long-term
consequences.

Funding is provided to 29 best rated projects, focusing on the impact studies of the COVID-19
outbreak on social, economic, medical and other ﬁelds, and proposing measures to mitigate the
eﬀects of the pandemic. More results are expected.

2.12
mln. EUR

A total of 2.12
million EUR has
been allocated
to this call for
proposals from
the state budget

180
Teams include
180 researchers,
27 of which are
doctoral
students

29
Funding
agreements
with 29
research teams

8
8 projects will be
implemented with
partners – other
research institutions,
public and private
sector institutions

38,16
%

Success rate –
38,16 %

The researchers will undertake the SARS-CoV-2 genome sequencing studies, which have not yet been performed in Lithuania, but
which are rapidly spreading in the world. A team of physicians
and biologists will seek to assess the links between the viral
genome, the clinical course of the infection, and the immune
response evoked. The results will be important in determining the
spread of the virus, predicting the clinical course of the infection,
and planning healthcare measures in the event of an epidemic.
There will also be studies on the eﬀects of respiratory system
co-infection on COVID-19 patients and possible disease progression and outcome; the development of a set of SARS-COV-2 and
other respiratory virus nucleic acid detection reagents to detect
viruses directly from samples is also expected. The researchers
will suggest how to improve the laboratory diagnosis of COVID-19
infection, predict the course of the disease, and add new valuable
points to the World Health Organisation’s safety recommendations for laboratory staﬀ working with COVID-19 patient
biological material.

Researchers will study the impact of the economic crisis caused
by COVID-19 on the employment, income and poverty rate of the
Lithuanian population, analyse the impact of social protection
measures and model alternative scenarios, and make proposals
for drafting legislation and improving public administration
procedures. The response of Lithuania and other European Union
member states to the pandemic, emergency management
strategies and proposals for the management of complex crises
in the future will also be analysed. After analysing the
consequences of distance learning for children’s education and
health, a group of scientists working the ﬁelds of education,
psychology, sociology and medicine will identify threats, suggest
solutions, and make recommendations for the development of
distance learning.
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Most of projects are interdisciplinary, covering several disciplines in the ﬁelds of social, natural,
technological, medical and health sciences.
Projects in the ﬁelds of:

8
economics 5 medicine 4 psychology 4 sociology 4
mathematics 2 materials engineering 2 political science
law 2 education 1 computer engineering 1
communication and information 1 nursing 1
2020
Project duration –
until the end of
2020

>29
Results – conclusions,
recommendations, studies or
methods – are expected at any
time during the project
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