
Could you begin by explaining the formation and mission of the 
Research Council of Lithuania (RCL)?

RCL was established in 1991 as an advisory body, and an expert in research 
policy, for the Parliament and the Government of Lithuania on strategic 
issues of research and higher education. The Council presented yearly reports 
and suggestions to the Parliament on science policy and development, 
however, over the years it became increasingly evident that in order for the 
Council’s recommendations to be realised, an instrument to implement 
them was required.

A new law on Science and Education was adopted on April 30, 2009. The 
goals and objectives of RCL were laid out in the new regulations adopted 
by the Parliament of Lithuania later that year. The Council evolved from 
an advisory body into a funding institution. 

The members of the Council are thus nominated by a selection 
committee, chosen by the Prime Minister. Finally the members are 
appointed by the Parliament. RCL consists of two committees, namely 
the Committee on Humanities and Social Sciences and the Committee 
on Natural and Technical Sciences, as well as a board with a total of 28 
members. 

RCL is deeply involved in the restructuring of research governance and 
funding mechanisms in Lithuania. The major focus is on the development 
of a science-oriented society in the context of globalisation and 
internationalisation. 

What issues in research – either within Lithuania or across Europe – 
do you hope to address during your term as Chairman of the Council? 

I believe the role of the Council is to foster Lithuanian research so that it 
meets international standards. My function is to supervise the work of the 
committees and RCL in general to ensure implementation of the strategic 
goals.

RCL is aiming towards a research system that will effi ciently contribute to 
the development of international cooperation, the national economy, higher 
education, etc. by stimulating incentives and employing appropriate funding 
mechanisms. 

Further to this, what strategies does the Council employ to foster 
scientifi c research and development in Lithuania and to address these 
issues? 

In recent years Lithuania has made progress in certain areas of research 
related to the technology sectors, particularly in terms of improving 
the institutional regime and developing our research infrastructure. The 
role of the Council is to identify and fund top-level research via national 
research programmes and individual research grants, thereby increasing 
the competitiveness of Lithuanian researchers. The main goal of RCL is to 
restructure our research funding system. The evaluation of the research 
performance is also carried out by the Council. 

Does a strong tradition of science and research exist in Lithuania? In 
what areas of science research does Lithuania excel as a nation? 

Lithuania has a strong tradition in science; however after regaining 
independence, R&D funding underwent a massive reform. RCL is the core 
body for implementing this overhaul and is entrusted to facilitate grant based 
research funding. 

ANALYSIS

70 INTERNATIONAL INNOVATION

Research 
Council of Lithuania
After regaining independence in 1990, Lithuania has discovered its unique position between 
Western and Eastern Europe. Keen to exploit its resources, Professor Eugenijus Butkus, Chairman, 
explains how the country is restructuring funding mechanisms to build a science-oriented society



ANALYSIS

WWW.RESEARCHMEDIA.EU 71

www.lmt.lt/en/en.html

There are many well-known and internationally-recognised 
Lithuanian research groups in biotechnology, laser physics and 
material sciences that successfully participate in the European 
Union and other international projects, with the aim of further 
strengthening their competitiveness. 

What types of projects does the Council fund? Are there any thematic 
areas considered to be of high-priority? 

The Council funds research via national research programmes and 
individual research grants, including the Global Grants scheme. The 
National Research Programmes are an important instrument designed by 
RCL in order to concentrate resources and to foster progress in important 
research areas as well as to coordinate research within the European 
Research Area. The following national research programmes employ a 
top-down approach: Social Challenges and National Security; Nation and 
State: Heritage and Identity; Future Energy; Chronic and Non-infectious 
Diseases; Ecosystems in Lithuania: Climate Changes and Human Impact; 
and Healthy and Safe Food. The research groups and individual grant 
projects are funded on the basis of scientifi c excellence and all science 
areas are open for research. 

Could your shed light on the current state of Nordic-Baltic 
collaborations in the fi eld of science? 

Nordic-Baltic cooperation in research is one of the priorities of the Council. 
Recently, Nordforsk – an organisation under the Nordic Council of Ministers 
that provides funding for Nordic research cooperation – held a meeting in 
Vilnius to discuss further joint activities and funding schemes. Cooperation 
includes networking, joint research projects, PhD and postdoc studies, and 
exchange of lecturers, to name a few. 

What are some challenges for the future of science research? 

Two of the challenges for the future are linking science and technology with 
business and building a knowledge-based economy. Successful implementation 
of fi ve integrated science, higher education and business centres (Valley) 
programmes is key to improving competitiveness and communication of 
knowledge throughout society and the economy. The orientation of higher 
education and research institutions to applied research is important for the 
economy of Lithuania. 

The Council participated in the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) science 
policy project TARGET together with seven partners. During the project a 
structured and valorised set of guidelines and recommendations culminated 
in a toolkit for targeted R&D policies with a focus on biotech science. The 
purpose of the toolkit is to provide structured guidance and instructions on 
how to create, enhance, improve and nurture such a targeted policy and to 
enable concrete policy making decisions. The toolkit is aimed at becoming 
a generic tool that can support targeted R&D policy activities, not only 
among the consortium’s partners, but throughout the rest of Europe. We are 
confi dent that this toolkit will fi nd a science policy application. 

Could you outline how the Council is funded and who its main fi nancial 
contributors are? Have current economic troubles affected your work in 
any way? 

Two sources of RCL’s budget are allocated by the Republic of Lithuania and 
from EU Structural Funds. Our budget for 2012 is €18 million from the state 
budget and €14 million from EU structural funds. It should be pointed out that 
the economic troubles and austerity measures did not have a signifi cant impact 
on our budget. 

What would you highlight as the most notable achievements to date for 
the Research Council of Lithuania? 

The implementation of research grant funding by ensuring transparent peer 
review, involving international reviewers is the main achievement of the 
Council. This contributed to restructuring research funding in Lithuania. 

To what extent do you encourage and support students and young 
researchers to pursue careers in science? 

We offer different funding schemes to university students to support 
their scientifi c activities and engage them in research. The Council is 
conducting a programme where students, during summer vacations, 
participate in research and technology projects within the most well-
known scientifi c groups and centres in Lithuania. Students’ research 
projects are performed during the study period (September-May), and are 
supervised by internationally-recognised scientists. The project is open to 
both Lithuanian and foreign students. The students participating in this 
research programme are provided with monthly scholarship funding. The 
Council runs programmes for funding PhD students and postdocs, with 
participation being highly encouraged. Regular students and postdoc 
scientifi c conferences are also organised by RCL. 

How do you see the Council’s profi le and work evolving in the future? 

I believe the Council will play a major role in research funding and 
research evaluation for Lithuania. The change of funding scheme will 
hopefully encourage Lithuanian researchers to be more active in applying 
for European grants and lead to a greater success rate, especially for 
European Research Council support. Implementation of the international 
bilateral research programmes will further help to create long-lasting 
research cooperation. 

The Council’s strategy has to be clearly formulated within the next year. In 
addition, the aim is to strengthen cooperation with organisations responsible 
for research policy and funding, evaluation of infrastructural projects, 
monitoring, etc. in Lithuania and abroad. The overall international research 
evaluation in Lithuania should be performed which will serve to further bolster 
research here.  
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