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The purpose of the activities 
of the Council is defined in 
the Regulations of the 
Council approved by 
Resolution No. XI-625 of 29 
December 2009 of the 
Parliament (version of 
Resolution No. XII-179 of 17 
January 2013).  

1. Basis for the activities of the Research Council of Lithuania and quality 
assurance 

1.1. Principal documents governing the activities of the Research Council 

The founder of the Research Council of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Council) is the 
Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter –the RL). 

In 1 January 2014 – 31 December 2014, the Chairman of the Council was Prof. Dr.  DAINIUS 
HAROLDAS PAUŽA. 

The basis for the activities of the Research Council of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Council) is 
the Law on Higher Education and Research, whereby the Council was designated to act as an 
advisory body for the Parliament of the RL and the Government of the RL 
on research and training of researchers, participate in implementing 
research and development (social, cultural) programmes, implement 
programme and competitive funding of research and development (social, 
cultural), organise the assessment of research activities carried out in 
Lithuania.  

The Council is composed of 29 members. According to the 
Regulations of the Council, its Members are appointed for a term of office 
of five years, and for not more than two terms of office in succession. Half 
of the Members of the Council are replaced at half-way of the five years' term of office. The Council 
is composed 9 Members of the Board, and the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences and 
the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences, each having 10 members. The members of the 
Council of the VII term of office were appointed by Resolution No. XX-440 of 27 June 2013 of the 
Parliament of the RL On the appointment of the members of the Research Council of Lithuania.  

 

1.2. External evaluation of the Council 

The Council initiated its external evaluation which was conducted by foreign experts and 
completed in 2014.  

The reorganisation of the Council into an agency funding research on competitive basis and 
addressing strategic issues in line with the European standards and those of other countries 
leading in research was launched by Resolution of 27 September 2005 of the Parliament of the RL 
obligating the Council to develop its new activity concept based on the model of the European 
Research Council (two scientific committees). The Regulations of the Council approved by 
Resolution No. 1378 of 13 December 2007 of the Parliament of the RL provide for the 
administration of research supporting programmes. The reformed Council started its work in 
2008, having become the principal institution providing funding to research and science on a 
competitive basis. Five years later the Council decided to review and to evaluate its performance. 
Such practice of self-evaluation is quite common in Europe and is used to determine the progress 
of an institution's performance.  In the context of Lithuania such initiative is considered 
innovative. The Council signed a contract with the European Science Foundation (ESF) regarding 
an external evaluation in December 2012. The ESF has accumulated extensive expertise in 
evaluating such institutions as the Council. As part of the external evaluation process the Council 
carried out a self-evaluation of its performance involving in the process Members of the Council 
and the Research Foundation staff members. The external evaluation of the Council was 
performed by the committee consisting of six foreign experts, experienced researchers and 
specialist in innovation systems. For the purpose of collection of the data required for the 
evaluation the committee held meetings with representatives of the Committee of Education, 
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Science and Culture of the Parliament of the RL, the Ministry of Education and Science, the 
Ministry of Economy, other public authorities, research and studies institutions, as well as the 
applicants and the winners of the competitions called by the Council. 

The evaluation conducted by the ESF was focusing on the performance of the Council, and 
the recommendations were submitted with a view to further strengthening the Council and its 
abilities which would eventually deliver greater added value of the national research system.  

The report on the external organisational evaluation of the Council was submitted in July 2014. 
The conclusion of the evaluation conducted by the ESF was positive. The report concluded that: 

 an important step in the modernisation of the system of funding the national research 
was taken in 2008, when the Council was designated as the principal institution providing funding 
for fundamental research and the mobility of researchers which started employing funding 
schemes applied in foreign countries; 

 the Council did implement the necessary changes in the national financing system and 
modernised it in a qualified manner without losing the support or the assistance of the academic 
community or institutions in interest; 

 the Council represents an important part of the Lithuanian research and studies system; 
 members of the Council and representatives of the Administration were  seeking to 

ensure that the activity of the Council and the funding of research are based on best international 
practice, and that high quality fundamental research is considered an undeniable value; 

 in its activities the Council is strongly abiding by the principles of integrity and expedience; 
 the Council has accumulated extensive experience in expert work; 
 one role of the RCL in this could be to guard the values of excellence in fundamental 

research, without which there are no foundations on which to build a successful applied research 
infrastructure; 

 the Evaluation Committee believed that the Council was discharging its role as a funder 
of fundamental research in a satisfactory manner. 

The Report also noted that in a short period of five years the Council managed to put in 
place the European competitive funding principles and earned trust of the major part of the 
academic community, which in itself is a significant achievement of the research and studies 
system the significance of which must be duly recognised. On 28 July 2014, the ESF Report was 
submitted to the Parliament of the RL, also the Government, the Ministry of Education and 
Science, and the Ministry of Economy.  

The electronic version of the Report on the Organisational Evaluation of the Research Council of 
Lithuania is published at the internet website of the Council at www.lmt.lt/lt/veikla/tyrimai-analizes-
studijos (see Lietuvos mokslo tarybos veiklos vertinimo ataskaita, 2014, English language (PDF). 
The Report is also published at the internet website of the ESF www.esf.org. 

The Report on the external evaluation of the Council contained recommendations intended 
to strengthen the activities of the Council. In response to the evaluation process and the findings 
of the evaluation the Council set out a plan for the implementation of the recommendations. 
Furthermore, a working group was set up by an Order of the Chairman of the Council which drew 
up draft guidelines of the strategic plan of the Council. The first public discussion of the draft 
guidelines was held at the plenary meeting of the Council on 17 December 2014. 

In addition to the recommendations the ESF report presented proposals to the Councils 
regarding possible improvements of its performance in addressing innovations and 
internationalisation issues most challenging for the Lithuanian science system. As the issues are not 
within an exclusive competence of the Council, in July the Evaluation report was circulated to the 
most important related institutions and the founder the Council, the Parliament of the RL. The 
Council is open for cooperation with all institutions for the purpose of the implementation of 
common objectives of the Lithuanian science and innovations system. 

http://www.lmt.lt/lt/veikla/tyrimai-analizes-studijos
http://www.lmt.lt/lt/veikla/tyrimai-analizes-studijos
http://www.lmt.lt/download/4325/organisational%20evaluation%20of%20the%20research%20council%20of%20lithuania_final_180714.pdf
http://www.esf.org/
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2. Principal activities of the Council  

While implementing the Lithuanian science policy the Council is not only carrying out 
experimental activities, evaluation of scientific activities, but also organises the representation of 
the interests of Lithuania on research and development issues in the working groups of the 
European Union (hereinafter – the EU), and international organisations by implementing the 
programme-based competitive funding.  

The tasks and the functions of the Council defined in the Law on Higher Education and 
Research and the Regulations of the Council may be grouped into three principal areas of 
activities: expert activities, funding of research and other scientific activities, and participation in 
the development of the international research area. 

 

2.1. Expert activities of the Council 

The Council is obliged to provide advice to the Parliament and the Parliament on issues 
related to research and training of researchers, organise evaluation of research activities, examine 
and submit proposals concerning the efficiency of the research activities and compliance with the 
needs of the State. The documents produced by the Council and their drafts are introduced to the 
Ministry of Education and Science, and other research and studies institutions. Resolutions of the 
Council, also information on scheduled open plenary meetings of the institution are published in 
the Council's internet website at www.lmt.lt. Proposals and recommendations drafted by the 
Council are communicated to the Parliament of the RL, the Government, Ministry of Education 
and Science and other public authorities. The Council maintains regular cooperation relations with 
the Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament also the Ministry of Education 
and Science. 

 
2.1.1. Discussions regarding promotion of innovations 

During 2014, the Council was actively involved in the nation-wide discussions about the 
innovations promotion measures. To ensure the implementation of sustainable research and 
development (social and cultural) (hereinafter – R&D), as well as the innovations policy in 
Lithuania, it is of utmost importance to intensify the dialogue between all sectors contributing to 
the innovations cycle. 

In 2014, the Council established and maintained an active dialogue with the Ministry of 
Economy. The Council is also a participant in the action plan for 2014-2017 of the inter-
institutional programme for the development of innovations in Lithuania for 2014-2020. In June 
the Council invited representatives of the Ministry of Economy to present the vision of the 
Ministry and the strategic actions the Ministry plans in the area R&D and innovations policy. In 
August 2014, upon a proposal of the Council its Chairman was included into the Innovative 
Economy Council under the Ministry of Economy. 

Representatives of the Council participated at different events hosted by the Ministries of 
Economy and Education and Science at which the attendants analysed different proposals from 
national and foreign experts. In November, seeking to extend cooperation in the area of research 
and business the Council initiated a meeting with representatives of the Confederation of 
Lithuanian Industrialists. Innovation issues were discussed at the Committees of the Council, the 
Board, and the Technological Development Commission of the Council. 

On 17 December 2014, the Council invited over 30 experts in science and innovations policy, 
as well as decision-makers to share their expectations regarding the science and innovations 
system, and participate in an informal discussion "Research, development and innovations'. The 

http://www.lmt.lt/
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discussions focused on the interrelation between research and innovations, responsibility limits 
and other issues. The speakers at the discussions included representatives of the President's Office 
of the RL, the Government, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Economy, the 
Lithuanian University Rectors' Conference, the Lithuanian Confederation, the Agency for Science, 
Innovation and Technology (MITA), 'Knowledge Economy Forum'. 

Further to the disclosure of the concept of the Law on the promotion of innovations 
developed by the Ministry of Economy the Council expressed an opinion that research and new 
knowledge are an integral part of the innovations cycle. Evidently, for the purpose of a material 
breakthrough in research, development and innovations, the potential of the Ministry of 
Education and Science, and the Ministry of Economy, the Council and the MITA is not fully 
realised. Therefore it was decided to refrain from establishing any new institutions or structures 
which would require a complex and time-consuming process of allocation of areas of activity. At this 
stage it is essential to change the culture of research and business communities, and their prejudices. 
The methods of the promotion of innovation activities should be analysed not by references to 
examples from several states, but rather on a comprehensive analysis of the global context. 

Innovation promotion issues were also addressed at the Strategic Council for Research, 
Development and Innovations headed by the Prime Minister of Lithuania in which the Chairman 
of the Council is also engaged. In December 204, the Chairman of the Council was included into 
the working group set up by the Chancellor's Office of the Government of the RL to draw up 
proposals regarding a reform of the innovations system. 

In 2014, the Council renewed the composition of the Technology Development Commission 
approved by the Board of the Council. The Commission was given the task to carry out an analysis 
of the assessment of research papers in the area of technological sciences, of qualification 
requirements for researchers, research programmes targeting applied research and submit 
proposals to the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences of the Council regarding promotion 
of such research. In 2014, the Commission was examining the reports and the results of 
technological development projects (see Item 2.2.1.8. of the Report) and submitting proposals to 
the Council regarding a possible innovations promotion policy in Lithuania. Furthermore, in order 
to allow in the future to a maximum number of institutions to submit applications, the 
Commission was drawing up proposals regarding a clearer specification and adaptation of 
technological preparation levels for projects in social, agricultural and other areas of science. 

 
2.1.2. Development of new projects under the national research programmes 

During 2014, the Council was responsible for and organising the development of the 
national research programmes (NRP). NRP is one of the mechanisms of competitive funding of 
research. With a view to ensuring appropriate funding for highest competence research activities 
and promoting the competitiveness of Lithuanian science, the implementers of  measures under 
the programmes are selected by way of public competition. 

After on 11 October 2013, by his Order No.V-949 the Minister of Education and Science 
approved a new list of the NRP, and the Council was given the mandate to act as the 
administrator of the NRP, the Council developed the insights and the drafts of five new national 
research programmes – Sustainability of agro-, forest and water ecosystems, Well-being society, 
Modernity in Lithuania, Towards future technologies, and Healthy ageing. The draft NRP were 
submitted for evaluation to the general public, the academic community, and the ministries of 
relevant competence. Acting in accordance with the relevant requirements of the Regulations of 
the national research programmes, the Council adjusted the draft new NRP according to the 
results of the public discussions and the findings by the experts, and in July 2014 submitted them 
for approval to the Ministry of Education and Science.  
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The proposed period of the implementation of the new NRP is 6-7 years. The new NRP will 
constitute the basis for funding of competitively selected highest competence and large scale 
interdisciplinary research, and addressing problems of strategic importance to the Lithuanian 
society. The researches according to the new NRP are intended to be launched in 2015. 

 
2.1.3. Development of the project under the State Lithuanian studies and dissemination 

programme for 2016-2020 

After on 14 November 2012 by its Resolution No. 1372 'On the approval of the areas of the 
development of the Lithuanian studies in 2012-2020' the Government of the RL approved the 
priorities in the Lithuanian studies, and submitted a proposal to the Council (Minutes No. 15 of 
the meetings of the Government of the RL on 24 March 2014), the Council developed a draft State 
Lithuanian studies and dissemination programme for 2016-2020. The purpose of the programme 
is to coordinate and integrate, through the competitive funding arrangements, the principal 
Lithuanian studies and their dissemination in Lithuania and abroad, implement the priority of the 
Lithuanian studies, strengthen the contribution of the Lithuanian studies into the development of 
the national humanities, and thus create a scientific basis for the civic and cultural self-
consciousness in Lithuania, as well as the preservation of the Lithuanian heritage. The new 
programme will also represent a follow-on of the National Lithuanian studies development 
programme for 2009-2015. 

 
2.1.4. The proposal regarding an urgent programme on the research in national security 

In November 2014, in response to the developments related to public security that are of 
utmost importance to the country the Council applied to the Committee on National Security and 
Defence, and the Committee on Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament of the RL with a 
proposal to initiate a new interdisciplinary applied research programme on national security. The 
programme will enable Lithuanian scientists to expediently respond to the current challenges and 
submit research-based proposals. To ensure that the programme is sufficiently flexible, 
operational and conducive to conducting targeted interdisciplinary research the Council proposed 
the programme to be implemented by way of competition engaging expert evaluation, with a 
duration of selected research projects of 12-18 months. The Council is committed to share its 
expertise in programme-based competitive funding of research and employ its available 
administrative resources.  

 
2.1.5. Development of research infrastructure 

For the purpose of considering the issues related to research infrastructures (hereinafter – 
RI) the Council by its Resolution No. VII-13 of 16 December 2013 renewed the composition of the 
Research Infrastructure Commission. In 2014, the RI Commission examined the plans of the 
participation in international RI submitted by national infrastructure consortia and institutions. 

In response to the request of the Ministry of Education and Science to update the Roadmap 
for the development of the Lithuanian research infrastructures (hereinafter – Roadmap) on 3 
February 2014 the RI Commission published called the relevant research and studies institutions 
(their consortia) to update the data on the RI which had been already included into the Roadmap, 
or to submit proposals regarding new RI of national significance to be included into the Roadmap. 
The RI Commission examined and evaluated the proposals of research infrastructures for the 
Roadmap submitted by research and studies institutions, and the updated information about the 
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RI. In its evaluation of the proposals the RI Commission was guided by the principal criteria of the 
compliance with the national RI: 

 the infrastructure should be useful and relevant on the national scale; a major part of 
its users must be the researchers of the institutions other than those operating the resources of 
the infrastructure. 

 an open access should be a mandatory characteristics of a national RI's operation 
providing research resources and services to all Lithuanian researchers to whom the resources are 
necessary to engage in modern research and development; 

 national RI must be established and managed by the institutions hosting the highest 
category researchers and specialists with experience in working with the projected resources of 
the infrastructure; 

 the need for a RI must be based on the expected results of the research and 
development activities, as well as economic and social benefit for the country; 

 the RI must seek to participate in the infrastructures specified in the ESFRI Roadmap, or 
other important international infrastructures. 

The updated list of the RI of the Roadmap was approved by Resolution No. VIII-22 of 7 July 
2014 of the Council.  

On 7 May 2014, acting in accordance with the Description of the procedure for the funding of 
the participation of Lithuanian institutions in international infrastructures approved by Order No. V-
120 of 30 April 2014 of the Chairman of the Council, the Council concluded with Kaunas University 
of Technology the agreement on the implementation of the plan on the membership in the 
international RI European Social Survey (ESS) approved by the Minister of Education and Science.  

On 3 September 2014, by its Resolution No. 875 the Government of the RL approved the 
membership in the international MTI Common Language Resources and Technology Infrastructure. 

 
2.1.6. Development of the Smart specialisation strategy 

During 2014, the Council continued participating in the development of the Smart specialisation 
strategy.  

The programme for the implementation of the Programme for the implementation of 
priority directions in research and development (social and cultural) and innovations (R&D) (smart 
specialisation) was approved by Resolution No. 411 of 30 April 2014 of the Government of the RL. 
The programme was developed with a view to identifying the priority areas of the R&D and 
innovations, as well as the main implementing provisions necessary for an efficient development 
of the priority R&D areas, and the implementation of the relevant priorities with a view to 
promoting the transformation of the national economy and the competitiveness of the State. The 
programme was discussed at the meetings of the coordination group. 

Upon a request of the Ministry of Education and Science, in May 2014 the joint group of 
experts of the Council and the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences submitted its conclusions 
regarding the roadmap of the priority directions in research and development (social, cultural) 
and innovations (smart specialisation). The conclusions of the joint expert group were submitted 
to the Ministry on May 19. The expert evaluation of the roadmaps substantially contributed to 
their specification and improvement. 

The Chairman of the Council was participating in the Strategic Council for Research, Development 
and Innovations headed by the Prime Minister of Lithuania and in the coordination group. 
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2.1.7. Comparative analysis of research activities 

Considering that the Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre 
(hereinafter – MOSTA) is implementing a project 'Development and Implementation of the 
Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis System (abbreviated as MOSTAF, project 
code VP1-4.3-VRM-02-V-2-002), the objective of which is to develop and test the research and 
studies monitoring and analysis system which will include a comparative analysis of research 
activities of research and studies institutions, while the mission of the Council is to establish 
criteria for the evaluation of research activities, organise the evaluation of the research activities 
carried out in Lithuania, examine and submit proposals regarding the efficiency of the activities 
and their compliance with the needs of the State, the Council concluded with MOSTA the 
agreement on the implementation of the comparative analysis of research.  

The methodology of the comparative analysis was developed by MOSTA in cooperation with 
experts from Technolopolis Group. In drafting the proposals account was taken of the peculiarity 
of the Lithuanian research system, also the comments and proposals offered by the Council and 
the Ministry of Education and Science. In 2011-2013, Technopolis Group, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia, was conducting a comparative 
analysis of research activities in Latvia. 

Once completed, such comparative analysis of research activities is expected to be useful 
for divisions of universities and research institutes, and the international experts highly 
experienced in such evaluations will produce recommendations regarding possible improvement 
of the research activities. Another expected outcome of the evaluation exercise is a 'map' 
demonstrating the scientific level of individual researcher groups. The process will also serve as an 
improvement of the methodology of evaluation of research activities, and facilitate a more 
transparent allocation of places in doctor's and master's degree studies. The information will be 
useful for drawing up policy recommendations. 

The Council has presented its proposals regarding the composition and the drawing up of a 
comparative analysis. The present self-analysis represented an initial materials further considered 
by groups of experts. The Council was submitting proposals regarding expert selection criteria, 
formation of expert groups and the specific experts. Representatives of the Council participated in 
numerous events on coordination and publicity of comparative analysis. 

Upon a recommendation of the Council, total 9 expert groups were set up – one group for 
each of humanities, physical and agriculture sciences, and two groups for social, biomedical and 
technology sciences; the comparative analysis was conducted by 46 foreign experts. 

The visits of the experts in Lithuanian research and studies institutions are scheduled for Q1 
2015; the results of the evaluation will be published in April. The MOSTA survey is scheduled to be 
completed in the first half of 2015. 

 
2.1.8. Open Access  

The Council acts as the coordinator of the open access programme in Lithuania. The 
decision was taken upon a proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science, and in response to 
the appeal of the Secretariat of the Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO of 2013 
regarding an appointment of the institution responsible for open access to scientific information. 

The Council and the Ministry of Education and Science appoint Lithuanian representatives 
to the group of the National Contact Points on scientific information of the European Commission 
(EC). The group was set up in late 2013 at the initiative of the EC for the purpose of implementing 
the Commission Recommendation of 17 July 2012 on access to and preservation of scientific 
information (2012/417/EU). Every two years members of the group must inform the Commission 
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In this area of its activities the Council is guided by the provisions of the Description of the procedure for the 
initiation, approval, implementation and evaluation of long-term institutional research and development (social, 
cultural) programmes approved by Order No. V-153 of 31 January 2011 of the Minister of Education and Science. 
In its activities the Commission set up by the Council adheres to the principles of ethics in research activities of the 
Research Council of Lithuania defining ethical research activities and the provisions for ethical behaviour of 
researchers approved by Resolution No. VII-102 of 7 May 2012 of the Council, and the Description of the 
procedure for the examination of notifications related to infringements of ethics of research activities at the 
Research Council approved by Resolution No. VII-126 of 17 December 2012 of the Council. 

of actions taken in response to the different elements of the Recommendation. The first national 
report was drawn up and submitted in March 2014. In September 2014, a representative of the 
Council and a representative of the Ministry of Education and Science participated in the meeting 
of the 2-e network of the national contacts points on open access issues. The meeting repeatedly 
defined the network of the national contact points on open access (NPR) and its functions. The 
network in an informal arrangement facilitating a dialogue on open access to and preservation of 
scientific information. The specific tasks of the network include coordination of actions within the 
Member States and among them, monitor development and submit reports, enhance the 
awareness on open access issues in Member States and cooperate with the European Commission. 

In February 2014, the Council, in cooperation with another 15 organisations from different 
EU Member States started implementing the project Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies for 
European Union Research; PASTEUR4OA. The project is intended to facilitate a coordinated 
formation of the policy on open access issues (see Section 2.4.3. of the Report). During 2014, the 
Council was collecting and systematising the data on the open access repositories developed in 
Lithuania, the legal, financial and other aspects of such development, participated in discussions 
on open access issues, was promoting the dissemination of the open access idea. A section in the 
internet website created to present the issues related to open access in a single location: 
http://www.lmt.lt/lt/atviroji_prieiga.html. 

 
2.1.9. Long-term institutional R&D programmes  

During 2014, the experts of the Council evaluated the reports of the long-term research and 
development (social, cultural) programmes for 2013 submitted by public research institutions – 
the Nature Research Centre, the Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology, the Innovative 
Medicine Centre, the Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics, the Lithuanian Research Centre 
for Agriculture and Forestry, the Lithuanian Energy Institute, the Institute of Lithuanian History, 
the Lithuanian Social Research Centre, the Institute of the Lithuanian language, the Institute of 
the Lithuanian Literature and Folklore and the Lithuanian Culture Research Institute; total 50 
reports of programmes were evaluated. 

Having considered the proposals submitted by the experts of the Council the Minister of 
Education and Science decided to approve the continuation of the programmes. 

The experts also evaluated a draft long-term institutional programme developed in 2014 by 
the Institute of Law of Lithuania. 

 
2.1.10. Commission on ethics of research activities 

The Commission on ethics of research activities examines infringement of principles of 
ethics in research activities related to projects financed by the Council, also to evaluation and 
publication of research results, expert activities of researchers, organisation of research work, 
dissemination of research knowledge in the society, other activities of the Council, The 
composition of the Commission was updated by Resolution No. VIII-4 of 7 October 2013. 

http://www.lmt.lt/lt/atviroji_prieiga.html
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This area of activities of the Council is carried in 
compliance with the regulations governing 
doctoral studies in science and arts adopted by 
the Government and the Ministry of Education 
and Science. The doctoral studies processes are 
evaluated following the Description of the 
procedure of the evaluation of applications to be 
authorised to conduct doctoral studies approved 
by Resolution No. VII-53 of 6 December 2010 of 
the Council. Having regard to the shortcomings 
identified in the procedure and the comments of 
the expert groups by its Resolution No. VIII-32 of 
17 December 2014 the Council amended the 
Description of the procedure for the evaluation of 
applications to be authorised to conduct research 
doctoral studies. The amended version of the 
Description of the procedure for the evaluation 
of applications to be authorised to conduct 
research doctoral studies was approved by 
Resolution of the Council of 16 December 2013. 
The doctoral studies in arts are evaluated 
following the Description of evaluation criteria 
and the evaluation procedure of doctoral studies 
in arts approved by Resolution No. VII-54 of 6 
December 2010 of the Council. 

In 2014, the Commission examined several applications to examine alleged violations of 
ethical behaviour in research activities. 

 
2.1.11. Doctoral studies in research and arts 

In 2014, the Council examined two applications for the right to conduct doctoral studies in the 
field of environmental engineering and physical geography; the Council recommended to the 
Ministry of Education and Science to grant the rights to conduct doctoral studies according to the 
applications. 

In 2014, one more application was filed regarding the right to conduct art doctoral studies 
in the area of architecture. The Council recommended to the Ministry of Education and Science 
the application not to be awarded. The applicant institution was suggested to supplement and 
adjust the application according to the recommendations of the experts. 

During the reporting period the Council was also examining the suggestions on the 
replacement of members of doctoral studies' committees and the amendments of doctoral 
studies regulations submitted by different institutions. The Council approved the changes in the 
composition of the doctoral studies' committees of pharmaceutical and dental medicine studies 
at the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences, chemical engineering, materials engineering, 
chemistry, electric energy and electronics, measurement engineering, mechanical engineering 
and economy at Kaunas University of Technology, forestry studies at Aleksandras Stulginskis 
University, the management studies at Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, communications 
and informatic, physics and law at Vilnius University, and the informatics studies jointly conducted 
by Kaunas University of Technology and Vytautas Magnus University. The Council partly approved 
the changes in the composition of the doctoral 
studies' committees of ethnology studies at Vilnius 
University, philology studies jointly conducted by 
the Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences 
and Mykolas Romeris University, and the 
educology studies jointly conducted by the 
Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, 
Kaunas University of Technology, Lithuanian Sports 
University and Šiauliai University. The Council 
approved the updated regulations of philology 
studies conducted by the Lithuanian university of 
Educational Sciences and Mykolas Romeris 
University. 

In 2014, the Council started the evaluation of 
doctoral studies. According to the schedule of the 
evaluation of doctoral studies for 2014-2016, the 
Council was submitted the self-evaluation reports 
of doctoral studies in 13 fields (Table 1). Having 
examined the self-evaluation reports the expert 
panels set up by the Council drew up the summary 
findings together with recommendations and 
submitted proposals regarding the further 
implementation of the doctoral studies. The quality and the efficiency of all the 25 doctoral 
studies programmes were evaluated positively, the studies were recommended for further 
continuation, the implementers of one doctoral studies programme were recommended to 
amend it according to the comments from the experts (Table 1). 
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In recognising the qualifications the Council was acting in accordance with Resolution No. 212 of 29 February 2012 of 
the Government of the RL On the approval of the Description of the procedure for the recognition of education and 
qualifications related to higher education and acquired in accordance with educational programmes of foreign States 
and international organisations, and the Methodology for the assessment of research (art) doctoral degrees acquired 
in foreign States approved by Resolution No. VII-106 of 25 June 2012 of the Council.  

 

Table 1. Doctoral studies evaluated by the Council in 2014 

No. 
Area of the 

doctoral 
studies 

University authorised to conduct 
doctoral studies in the area 

Institutions authorised to conduct doctoral studies 
together with the University 

1. Art criticism 

Kaunas University of Technology   

Vilnius Academy of Arts Lithuanian Culture Research Institute 

Vytautas Magnus University Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences 

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University Klaipėda University 

2. Mathematics Vilnius University   

3. Informatics 
Kaunas University of Technology Vytautas Magnus University 

Vilnius University  

4. 
Informatics 
Engineering 

Kaunas University of Technology Vilnius Gediminas Technical University 

Vilnius University  

5. Phylosophy 
Vytautas Magnus University 

Lithuanian Culture Research Institute  
European Humanities University 

Vilnius University  

6. Theology Vytautas Magnus University   

7. History 
Vytautas Magnus University Klaipėda University 

Vilnius University Lithuanian Institute of History 

8. Ethnology 

Vytautas Magnus University Klaipėda Univesity, Lithuanian Institute of History 

Vilnius University 
Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre, 
Institute of the Lithuanian Literature and Folklore * 

9. Physics Vilnius University Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology 

10. Chemistry 
Kaunas University of Technology   

Vilnius University Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology 

11. Geology  Vilnius University Nature Research Centre 

12. 
Chemical 
engineering 

Kaunas University of Technology   

Vilnius University   

13. 
Material 
engineering 

Kaunas University of Technology  

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University   

Vilnius University Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology 

* – recommended to adjust the doctoral studies according to the comments of the experts. 

Most of the recommendations submitted by the experts were related to the promotion of the 
international mobility of doctor's degree students and the internationalism of publications. The 
evaluation of the doctoral studies revealed the problems related to the mandatory pedagogical 
practice, as regulations of doctoral studies do not regulate this aspect. Some doctoral studies were 
recommended to consider the quality of part of the studies; another frequent comment was 
regarding a necessity to strengthen the scientific competence of members of the doctoral studies 
committees and ensure a more active role of doctoral studies committees. 

 
2.1.12. Recognition of doctoral degrees in research (art) acquired abroad 

The Council continued its work regarding the academic recognition of doctor's degree in 
research (art) acquired abroad. During 2014, total 23 persons applied to the Council with a request 
to recognise the doctor's degree in research (art) awarded to them in research and studies 
institutions in the USA, Italy, Great Britain, Poland, Finland, Czech Republic, Germany, Sweden, 
France, Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. The Commission authorised to assess qualifications acquired 
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The Council carries out this activity in accordance with the Description of the procedure for the procurement of 
research and development services except the research and development services the benefit derived from which is 
used only for operating projects of the contracting authority and which are fully paid up by the contracting authority, 
approved by Resolution No. 772 of 22 June 2011 of the Government of the RL, and the Description of the procedure 
for the evaluation of terms of reference of research and development papers approved by Resolution No. VII-85 of 21 
November 2011 of the Council. 
In this respect the Council acts in accordance with the Procedure for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection 
of research and development services and their providers approved by Resolution No. VII-85 of 21 November 2011 of 
the Council. The procedures for the evaluation of the services intended to be procured and the selection of the 
service providers are in detail defined in the Rules of Procedures of the Commission for the evaluation of the 
procedure for the selection of R&D services and their providers approved by Order No. 54 of 28 February 2012 of the 
Chairman of the Council. 
The Commission for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection of R&D services and their providers was 
approved by Resolution No. 8V-13 of 7 October 2013 of the Board of the Council. 

abroad recognised all the qualifications acquired in foreign research and education institutions to be 
equivalent to doctoral degree in science (art) awarded in the Republic of Lithuania.  

 
2.1.13. Expert panel for the evaluation of the terms of reference of R&D papers, and the 

Commission for the evaluation of selection of R&D services and their providers 

The expert panel for the evaluation of the terms of reference of R&D papers was evaluating 
the terms of reference of the R&D papers submitted by the Ministry of the Environment and 
other institutions. The terms of reference of R&D papers are submitted for the evaluation through 
the database of commissioned research and development works of Ministries, Government 
institutions and institutions under Ministries managed by the Agency for Science, Innovation and 
Technology (MITA), or directly to the Council requesting to establish, by way of expert evaluation, 
whether or not the works performed are eligible be recognised as R&D works.  

The Commission for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection of R&D services and 
their providers was examining the applications submitted by the Research and Higher Education 
Monitoring and Analysis Centre, the Ministry of the Environment and other institutions. The R&D 
services intended to be procured and the procedure for the selection of R&D services providers 
are evaluated with a view to establishing whether the services intended to be procured are 
related to the respective R&D results, or are necessary for the attainment of the respective R&D 
results, and whether the R&D services provider selection procedure anticipated by the customer 
has been developed following the principles of transparency, clearness, objectivity and non-
discrimination, and provide for a selection of providers of appropriate competence.  

 
2.1.14. Other advisory activities of the Council 

In addition to the activities referred to above and the proposals submitted the Council was 
also carrying out other significant assignments. 

In June 2014, the Council submitted its proposal and comments regarding the draft Law on 
Higher Education and Studies.  

With a view to maintaining the classification of research fields and branches updated the 
Council proposed to the Ministry of Education and Science to amend the classification of research 
fields approved by Order No. V-1457 of 16 October 2012 of the Minister of Education and Science. 
In the course of the past decade the development of science has become exceptionally fast: in 
view of a number of new, extremely relevant and very intensively developed research areas 
constantly appearing, while the research in some other areas is diminishing. In view of such 
current developments the academic community has started viewing the current classification of 
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research fields as an obstacle for the development of modern science. The amendments to the 
classification of research fields were developed having considered the proposals submitted by 
Lithuanian research and studies institutions, academic associations and individual researchers, as 
well as following the most recent trends of classification of research in foreign states and offered 
by international organisations. 

Upon a request of the Ministry of Education and Science the Committee of Humanities and 
Social Sciences of the Council submitted an expert conclusion regarding the compliance of the 
activities of the Eastern Europe Studies Centre (hereinafter – the Centre) with research and 
development (social, cultural). The Committee established that the Centre is engaged in studies of 
political sciences (international relations, geopolitics and region); the research projects 
implemented by the Centre are related to political studies of Eastern Europe, Russia, Euro-Asia, 
with specific focus on the EU's Eastern Partnership, cases of the Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia, 
and public events of the Centre attended not only by Lithuanian experts, but also by politicians 
and represent important tools in popularisation and publicity of research. 

In 2014, prof. Eugenijus Butkus replaced the representative of the Council at the Council of 
the Lithuanian Radio and Television upon the expiry of her term of office. 

The Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences of the Council prepared a study 'European 
Spallation Source (ESS).  Problem overview’. 

A member of the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences prof. Pavelas Duchovskis was 
delegated to the National committee on climate change. 

Representatives of the Council participated in the following working groups set up by the 
Ministry of Education and Science. 1) a group responsible for drawing up the proposals regarding 
the improvement of the State scholarships and benefits in Lithuania; 2) a group responsible for 
drawing up the proposals regarding an inventory of indicators demonstrating the performance 
and the results of the principal research and studies activities of Lithuanian public and private 
higher educational establishments. 

Upon a request of the Ministry of Education and Science the expert panels set up by the 
Council evaluated the reports of the research and development projects completed in 2014. The 
projects were implemented according to the Description of the terms of financing of projects 
under measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-08-K 'Implementation of research and development activities 
according to the themes of the national integrated programmes', Priority 3 'Strengthening of 
Capacities of Researchers and other Scientists' of the Operational Programme for Human 
Resources Development for 2007–2013. 

Representatives of the Council were providing information about the activities of the 
Council and the related activities for the purpose of specifying the Section on the Lithuanian R&D 
of the European Research Area (ERA) report drafted by the European Commission, as well as the 
draft Researcher's Report. Country Profile 2014 prepared by Deloitte Consulting commissioned by 
the European Commission. The Council was providing information to be entered into a 
questionnaire about research, development and innovations developed by the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development. 

The Council was also active in submitting comments concerning draft legal acts submitted 
for approval by other public authorities and related to higher education and research institutions, 
their activities, financing and accounting matters, assistance from the European Union structural 
funds and its administration. 

 

2.2. Financing of research and other scientific activities 

The Council acts as the coordinator of long-term research programmes, as the administrator 
of international programmes for the implementation of joint research projects, and grants 
financial assistance for the strengthening of researcher's competence. 
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The Council adopted an amendment to the 
Procedure for the administration and evaluation 
of culture development projects and approved 
them by Order No. VIII-28 of 27 October 2014. The 
Order approved the form of the report of culture 
development project, the form for its evaluation 
taking into account the specific nature of the 
projects and the difference from the forms of 
research or dissemination forms. 

The amendments to the Description of the procedure for 
the expert evaluation of research projects and their reports 
were approved by Resolution No. VII-27 of 27 October 
2014. The Council approved new forms for the initial and 
the comprehensive expert evaluation of proposals. When 
evaluating the proposals a greater focus shall be placed on 
the international dimension of the project, and the 
expedience of the formation of a project implementation 
group for the attainment of project objectives. 

The proposal competitions according to the financing programmes (schemes) managed by 
the Council were first launched in 2009. In the course of the past five years the list of programmes 
which were awarded the funding has substantially expanded, significant efforts were dedicated to 
the formation of competitive funding practice: the Council has drawn up a series of descriptors 
related to competitions and other documents, formed expert panels, examined and coordinated 
specific aspects of expert evaluation related to the organisation of expert evaluation, knowledge 
in specific areas, confidentiality, etc. Currently there are 7 standing commissions operating within 
the Council charged with the task of ensuring a proper functioning of competitive funding 
activities. In 2014, the Council published total 27 calls for proposals, or their individual stages. The 
Council summarised the principal results of the implementation of programme-based competitive 
funding of research and development activities in 2014; the comparison with the results of 2012-
2013, and the success ratios of individual institutions are presented in Tables 2-3, and Fig. 1-3. 

The Council continuously seeks to improve the legal acts and regulations underlying the 
implementation of programme-based competitive funding of research activities.  

Thus the General rules for the competitive funding of research and dissemination projects by 
the Research Council of Lithuania were approved by Resolution No. VIII-26 of 27 October 2014 of 
the Council. The Rules created the preconditions to eliminate the provisions repeated in several 
Descriptions of the procedures in the areas supported by the Council. The Rules apply to the extent 
they do not contradict the provisions regarding programmes, international programmes or 
agreements and calls for proposals approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania or the 
Minister of Education and Science. The Rules eliminated the provisions describing different 
procedures and which are provided for in the different other general Descriptions drawn up by the 
Council. The Rules shall apply to projects implemented by researcher groups, also those under 
national research and development programmes, as well as international and bilateral (trilateral) 
projects. The Rules also changed the level of the approval of the different forms of the documents – 
such forms from now onwards will be approved by Orders of the Chairman of the Council which will 
make them more flexibly amendable having regard to the needs of a call or a programme. 

Acting in accordance with the provisions of the Law on the Adoption of the Euro in the 
Republic of Lithuania, and of Resolution No. 604 of 26 June 2013 Regarding the national plan on 
the introduction of the euro, information of the Lithuanian society about the adoption of the euro, 
and the approval of the communications strategy the Council amended a number of documents 
approved by Orders of the Chairman of the Council, also different forms, also established the 
scope of funding of the projects in euro, and accordingly informed the implementing institutions 
and project leaders.  

Selected legal acts improved by the Council in 2014: 
 
 
 
 

The amendments to the Description of the procedure for the expert evaluation of research projects and their reports 
were approved by Resolution No. VII-27 of 27 October 2014. The Council approved new forms for the initial and the 
comprehensive expert evaluation of proposals. When evaluating the proposals a greater focus shall be placed on the 
international dimension of the project, and the expedience of the formation of a project implementation group for 
the attainment of project objectives. 
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The Council approved a new Description of the 
procedure for granting support to researcher 
trips (Resolution No. VII-17 of 17 February of 
the Council) in detail describing the procedure 
for the submission of proposals, organisation of 
competitions, and the administration of the 
contracts with the beneficiaries of the support. 

The Council is a participant of the 'Global Lithuania' project – a programme designed to 
involve Lithuanians living abroad in the life of the State for 2011-2019; one of the objectives of 
the programme is to encourage Lithuanians living abroad to play more of a role in the political, 
economic, research, cultural and sport life of Lithuania. During 2014, total 7 research projects 
were implemented with a participation of Lithuanian researchers from abroad. According to the 
EU structural funds project Competitive funding of short-term visits of researchers during the year 
13 researchers from foreign countries arrived to deliver lectures or conduct seminars (cycles) at 
Lithuanian research and studies institutions, five researchers were conducting their studies in 
Lithuania, two were participating in the doctoral studies processes, five researchers participated 
in the evaluation of the project under the 3rd call of the Global grant measure, one specialist was 
invited to participate in the evaluation of the projects of the 7th call under the National 
Lithuanian studies development programme in Lithuania for 2009-2015, two experts participated 
in the evaluation of the projects of researcher groups under the 5th call.  The Council does not 
have any special appropriations for the implementation of this programme. 

 
Table 2 Research and other scientific activity projects funded from the State budget and launched according to 

the results of the competitions held in 2014*  

Measures or their groups implemented in a competitive procedure 
Total 

proposals 
submitted  

Funded projects  

Total 
projects 

Total 
implemen

ters  

Total 
institu
tions  

National research programmes 25 10 76 6 

Healthy and safe food 25 10 76 6 

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-
2015 

207 89 260 18 

Researcher teams projects 476 98 467 29 

Projects of researcher groups in humanities and social science areas  179 39 152 15 

Projects of researcher groups in the areas of physical, biomedical, 
technology and agriculture sciences  

297 59 315 14 

International programmes 149 11 52 12 

Measures for funding researchers' career and mobility 1,485 755 132 122 

Scholarships to doctor's degree students for academic achievements 689 485 –** 29 

Support for academic associations 32 29 –** 29 

Support to academic trips of doctor's degree students 189 54 –** 24 

Support for researcher travel 419 132 132 23 

Support for research events 135 41 –** 13 

Support to publication of research articles and books 21 14 –** 4 

Total:  2342 963 987 187 

* – appropriations from the State budget do not include the funds from the structural assistance sources or the Lithuanian-Swiss 
Cooperation Programme, or of selected international programmes where the funds of the State budget constitute only part of the overall funding. 

** – not applicable. 

 

 

 

The Council approved a new Description of the procedure 
for the allocation of support to academic associations 
(Resolution No. VIII-20 of 7 April 2014 of the Council) 
providing a more accurate definition of the academic 
associations eligible for support, and a more 
comprehensive procedure for the administration of the 
proposals and the beneficiary associations. 
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Table 3 Funding of areas of science from the State budget, 2014, EUR 000* 

Measures 
and their 
groups

1
 

Area of sciences 

Humanities Social  Physical Biomedical Technologies Agriculture 

N
2
 Funds N

2
 Funds N

2
 Funds N

2
 Funds N

2
 Funds N

2
 Funds 

NRP 22 684.4 6 193.3 4 269.8 31 1,519.8 16 900.5 10 368.5 

ATE     1 95.6   10 649.7   

LIG       14 768.5     

EKO     2 122.1 9 365.3 1 33.9 2 57.8 

VAT 22 684.4 6 193.3         

SVE     1 52.0 8 386.0 5 216.9 8 310.7 

LIT 131 1,605.0 8 110.0         

MIP 1 39.8 69 1,643.6 71 2,178.1 69 2,085.3 34 988.0 8 245.9 

MIP TECH     4 91.6   11 296.5   

TAP 3 23.7 2 8.6 15 78.1 15 97.8 7 40.9   

Total: 157 2352.9 85 1955.5 94 2617.6 114 3702.9 68 2226.1 18 614.4 

 
1  NRP – National research programmes 
   ATE – Future energy 
   LIG – Chronic non-infectious diseases 
   EKO – Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact 
   VAT – State and nation: heritage and identity 
   SVE – Healthy and safe food 

LIT – the National Lithuanian studies development programme for 
2009-2015 
MIP – projects of researcher groups 
MIP TECH – technological development projects of researcher 
groups 
TAP – international programmes 

2  N – total projects 

* – appropriations from the State budget do not include the funds from the structural assistance sources or the Lithuanian-Swiss 
Cooperation Programme, or of selected international programmes where the funds of the State budget constitute only part of the overall funding. 

 
Fig. 1. State budget funds allocated under a competitive procedure to research and other scientific activities 

projects, 2014, EUR million*  

  
NRP – national research programmes 
LIT – the National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 
MIP – projects of researcher groups 

TAP – international programmes 
PAR – support to researchers' career and their mobility 
MTI – research infrastructures 

* – appropriations from the State budget do not include the funds from the structural assistance sources or the Lithuanian-Swiss 
Cooperation Programme, or of selected international programmes where the funds of the State budget constitute only part of the overall funding. 
The graph does not include the long-term institution-based economic research programme for 2012-2014 Long-term competitiveness challenges of 
Lithuanian economy (see Section 2.2.1.10). 
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Fig. 2 Success ratios (in percent) of Lithuanian research and studies institutions in competitions published 

according to research programmes funded from the State budget, 2014*, **  
 

Areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agriculture sciences 

 
 
Areas of humanities and social sciences 

 
* – the success ratio is determined by dividing the winning proposals of the total number of proposals submitted.  

** – the calculations were performed on the basis of the results of the 3rd competition of the NRP Healthy and safe food, the 5th 
competition of the projects of researcher groups and the 7th competition of the National Lithuanian studies development programme in Lithuania 
for 2009-2015. 

*** – institutions which submitted fewer than 8 proposals. 
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Fig. 3 Success ratios (in percent) of Lithuanian research and studies institutions in competitions published 

according to measures for researchers' career and mobility funded from the State budget, 2014*, **  

 

* – the success ratio is determined by dividing the winning proposals of the total number of proposals submitted. 

** – the calculations were performed on the basis of the results of the competitions for support to academic associations, support to 
scholarships for doctoral students for academic achievements, support to academic trips of doctoral students, support to research trips, support to 
scientific events, and support for the publication of scientific articles. 

*** – institutions which submitted fewer than 10 proposals. 

 
The Council consistently seeks to cooperate with other institutions conducting competitive 

funding of R&D projects. On 31 July 2012, the Council signed .the first cooperation agreement 
with the Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology (MITA) Similar cooperation agreements 
were signed with the Lithuanian Council for Culture, and the State Commission of the Lithuanian 
Language. The Council intends to enter into the cooperation agreement with the Education 
Exchanges Support Foundation. This cooperation aims at the most economically efficient, 
expedient and rational use of the State budget funds for funding culture, art and research 
projects, and prevention of double funding. 

During 2014, the Council was intensively preparing for the investment from the European 
Union (EU) structural funds in 2014-2020. After the Government of the RL by its Resolution No. 
528 of 4 June 2014 approved the Rules on the allocation of responsibilities and functions among 
institutions for the implementation of the operational programme for investment financed from 
the European structural funds in 2014-2020, the Research Council was designated to act as the 
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implementing authority responsible for the administration of the relevant measures by way of 
global grant, i.e. applying a simplified expense payment procedure. To ensure proper 
preparedness for the new EU structural funds period the Council initiated surveys intended to 
identify and apply the simplified payment methods with respect to different expenses. The 
reports of such surveys were approved in 2014and published at the internet website of the 
Council, and at www.esinvesticijos.lt. The surveys included: 

 survey on the determination of fixed rates of remuneration in research projects; 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of the expenses of research tips; 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of resettlement expenses. 
 The surveys planned to be completed at the beginning of 2015: 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of accommodation in Lithuania; 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of the expenses related to the participation of a 

researcher in doctoral studies process; 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of the expenses of post-doctoral internship; 
 survey on the calculation of fixed rates of scholarships and implementation expenses of 

scientific practice of students  and research carried by students at the time free from studies.  
 On 15-16 December 2014, Orders of the Chairman of the Council approved 22 

Descriptions of the procedure for the administration of the prospective measures regulating the 
actions of the Research Foundation of the Council implementing the functions assigned to the 
Council in the 2014-2020 EU structural assistance period.  

Order No. V-336 of 30 December 2014 of the Chairman of the Council approved the 
regulations of the EU structural assistance for research unit, the EU structural assistance for the 
development of researchers' abilities, and the EU structural assistance coordination unit of the 
Council (see Fig. 1), as well as the job regulations of their employees. The units concerned will be 
implementing only the functions related to the administration of the EU structural funds 
assistance for 2014-2020. 

 
2.2.1. National research activities 

During 2014, total five national research programmes (hereinafter – NRP) approved by 
Orders of the Minister of Education and Science were in progress: 

1. NRP "State and nation: heritage and identity" (approved by Order No. V-7 of 5 January 
2010); 

2. NRP "Chronic non-infectious diseases" (approved by Order No. V-952 of 19 June 2010); 
3. NRP "Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact" (Order No. V-951 of  

19 June 2010); 
4. NRP "Future energy" (approved by Order No. V-950 of 19 June 2010); 
5. NRP "Healthy and safe food" (approved by order No. V-694 of 26 April 2011). 
Fig. 4 summarises the citation index in recognised scientific journals of the articles drawn up 

while implementing the NRP projects in the areas of physical, biomedical, technology and 
agricultural sciences. 

Order No. V-949 of 11 October 2013 of the Minister of Education and Science approved the 
list of five new national research programmes: 

1. Modernity in Lithuania; 
2. Well-being society; 
3. Towards future technologies; 
4. Healthy ageing; 
5. Sustainability of agro-, forest and water ecosystems. 
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The drafts of these new national research programmes were submitted to the Ministry of 
Education and Science (more on the preparation for the new NRP – in Section 2.1.2). 

 
Fig. 4. The citation index in recognised scientific journals of the articles drawn up while implementing the NRP 

projects in the areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences, 2011-2014*. 

* – source – database Thomson-Reuters ISI Web of Science, data of 10 November 2014. 

 
2.2.1.1. NRP State and nation: heritage and identity 

The aim objective of the NRP State and nation: heritage and identity is to formulate the 
general theoretical concept of social and cultural identity, to examine and evaluate the 
development of specific identity forms from the viewpoint of heritage, contemporary state of 
identity and impacts of the modern world challenges. The following tasks have been defined to 
achieve the objective of the programme:  

1. basic research of the preconditions of the identity, its conception and expression forms 
and development, and the forms of the social and cultural identity of the Lithuanian society, their 
development and prospects; 

2. research of the discourse of historic consciousness, the historic memory of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania and the formation of the modern national identity in the XIX-XX c., also 
research of the Soviet period legacy and its management, consciousness of the emigration, self-
consciousness and the preserved identity;  

3. research of the relation between the cultural heritage and the society, and the 
development of the infrastructure required for the research of the heritage and identity; 

4. research of the nature of the impact of the different (including the new ones) 
challenges of the modern world – globalisation, secularisation and others upon the identity, the 
State, language and culture; 

5. development of the concept of the integrated information infrastructure of the 
Lithuanian heritage and identity.  

In 2010–2012, total 61 projects were supported according to 5 calls for proposals for the 
NRP State and nation: heritage and identity. During 2014, 28 projects were continuing the 
planned research activities and were allocated a support of EUR 877,664.5 (LTL 3,030,400). In 
2014, project implementers under the programme published 198 scientific articles in peer-
reviewed publications, and prepared 16 monographs. 
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2.2.1.2. NRP Social challenges to national security  

The national research programme Social challenges to national security was implemented in 
2009-2013, and was the first of the initiated national research programmes. The last projects 
under this NRP were completed in 2013. During 2014, the Council evaluated 19 final reports of 
the projects in addition to the drawn up and positively evaluated final report of the programme. 
The report and the results of the programme were publicly presented at the discussion of 2 July 
2014 'National research programmes in humanities and social sciences: experience, lessons and 
prospects (from Social challenges to national security to Well-being society and Modernity in 
Lithuania).  

Total six calls for proposals were published within the four years of the implementation of 
the programme, 44 projects were granted funding, of which 42 were fully implemented. Total 
EUR 2,796,223.3 were allocated for the implementation of the projects. The projects were 
implemented by more than two hundred researchers from different research and studies 
institutions of Lithuania. The outcomes of the projects included 20 scientific monographs and 
studies, and more than 80 scientific articles in different periodic academic publications, in 
addition to the developed new methods, recommendations and practical proposals on the 
possible ways of addressing the problems highlighted in the surveys.  

For the first time ever the projects implemented within the framework of the programme 
mobilised the efforts of Lithuanian researchers for studying the measures related to the well-
being of the society, demographic processes, social problems and social protection policies, and 
significantly broadened the knowledge in these areas. The research carried out under the 
programme was a stimulus to the development of demography, sociology, psychology, 
criminology and related sciences, enhanced their quality, contributed to their innovativeness and 
internationalism, at the same time surfaced the problems that needed to be addressed.  

 
2.2.1.3. NRP Chronic non-infectious diseases 

The goal of the NRP "Chronic non-infectious diseases" is to gain new scientific knowledge 
required to reduce the morbidity, mortality and disability of the Lithuanian population caused by 
the major chronic non-infectious diseases, develop the strategic principles for the prevention of 
such diseases and create further improved methods for their prevention and diagnostics. Two 
principal research tasks were defined for the purpose of the implementation of the programme in 
2010-2014: 

1. establish the impact of social, economic, life-style and biological factors upon the risk of 
falling ill with CNID by Lithuanian residents, and provide scientific grounds for the strategic 
principles of prevention and control of such diseases; 

2. develop the comprehensive analysis, molecular marker and non-invasive visualisation 
methods for the prevention and an early diagnostics of CNIDs. 

In 2010-2014, support was granted to 48 projects according to three calls. During 2014, 14 
projects were continuing the planned research activities and were allocated a support of EUR 
768,072.3 (LTL 2,625,000). In 2014, project implementers under the programme published 42 
scientific articles in peer-reviewed publications. 

 
2.2.1.4. NRP Future energy  

The aim of the NRP “Future energy” is to address the most relevant scientific problems 
concerning the Lithuania's energy security, improvement of energy efficiency and the production 
of future energy as well as development of supply technologies and optimization of their usage. 
The following tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:  

1. development and surveys of Lithuania's energy security and its development models; 
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2. development of the scientific base for the production, supply and efficient consumption 
of future energy. 

In 2010-2014, support was granted to 22 projects according to three calls. During 2014, 11 
projects were continuing their scheduled research activities and were allocated a support of EUR 
745,308.2 (LTL 2,573,400). In 2014, the implementers of the projects under the programme published 
41 scientific articles in peer-reviewed publications, developed 4 new products, one new technology, 
submitted one international patent application and 5 patent applications in Lithuania.  

 
2.2.1.5. Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact 

The NRP Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact aims at obtaining new 
scientific knowledge about the impact of the current and historical biologic invasions upon the 
structure of biologic systems, their functioning and evolution with a view to clarifying the basic 
adaptation patterns of ecosystems and their components in the context of global changes. In 
addition, it aims at implementing a complex evaluation of the current state of ecosystems, their 
biological diversity and resource availability given the impact of global biologic invasions, while 
identifying the most common adaptability and mitigation measures and methods. The 
Programme sets the following three research tasks:  

1. on the basis of biogeochemical indicators analyse the changes in the 
paleoenvironmental conditions establishing their stages and relationship with the globally 
recorded quaternary fluctuations, identifying the impact of the paleoenvironment factors upon 
the patterns of invasion (expansion) and adaptation of species;  

2. study the invasiveness of alien species, their evolutionary (genomic) changes and 
adaptation in new localities, by drafting the guidelines for the assessment, forecasting and 
management of biological invasions under the conditions of the global environmental change; 

3. identify the vulnerability of native species and their adaptation under the conditions of 
biological invasion and other global changes, and to identify the environmental impacts and socio-
economic consequences of the invasions and species range change on the current biological 
diversity, and the organisation, functions and evolution of communities and ecosystems. 

In 2010-2014, support was granted to 38 projects according to two calls. During 2014, 12 
projects were continuing their planned research activities and were allocated a support of EUR 
531,250.00 (LTL 1,834,300). The implementers of the projects published 46 articles in peer-
reviewed publications, drafted one section of the book published by an internationally recognised 
scientific publishing house. 

 
2.2.1.6. NRP Healthy and safe food 

The NRP Healthy and safe food is designed to obtain and systematise new scientific 
knowledge required for the development of the relevant research methods and the application of 
bio-substances to new, safe and higher quality food products or enhanced biological value 
complying with the healthy nutrition principles and competitive at domestic and foreign markets; 
develop the theoretical basis for technologies of functional food products while ensuring a 
rational use of local raw materials and a safe supply of food products to consumers. The 
Programme sets the following two tasks: 

1. analyse and identify the changes of biologically valuable and hazardous substances 
while raising animals and plants for food, storing and processing agricultural raw materials, and 
develop technology prototypes enhancing the safety and quality of food products; 

2. analyse and assess the food components from the chemical, biological, toxicological 
aspects as well as in terms of their impact upon food matrices in developing safer food products 
of enhanced biological value. 
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In 2010-2014, support was granted to 27 projects according to three calls. During 2014, 12 
projects were continuing their planned research activities and were allocated a support of EUR 
550,075.3 (LTL 1,899,300). The implementers of the projects published 27 articles in peer-reviewed 
publications, drafted one section of the book published by an internationally recognised scientific 
publishing house. 

During 2014, total 9 final and 8 annual reports of the projects implemented in previous 
years under the programme were evaluated, in addition to the published annual report of the 
programme. Having published the 3rd call for proposals for the projects under the programme, 
the Council received 25 proposals; funding was allocated to 10 projects. In 2014, total 22 projects 
were implemented under the programme, and were allocated EUR 965,709.00 (LTL 3,334,400). 

 
2.2.1.7. NRP National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 was the first 
programme the Council launched in 2009 implementing its programme-based and competitive 
financing of research activities.  

In the end of 2013, the Council published the 7th call for proposals to implement projects 
under four groups of measures of the programme: 

1. research in different fields of Lithuanian studies, dissemination of the results of such 
research, and enhancement of researcher qualification; 

2. development and monitoring of digital information resources in the Lithuanian studies; 
3. national and international dissemination of studies of Lithuanian philology, promotion 

of international relations and international recognition; 
4. publishing of research papers in the Lithuanian studies. 
Within the validity of the call 110 research and 89 dissemination project proposals were 

filed, and subject to expert evaluation in 2013. Funding was allocated to 32 research and 57 
dissemination projects. 

The 9th call for project proposals was published in September 2014; the call concerns three 
groups of the measures under the programme: 

1. research in different fields of Lithuanian studies, dissemination of the results of such 
research, and enhancement of researcher qualification; 

2. national and international dissemination of studies of Lithuanian philology, promotion 
of international relations and international recognition; 

3. publishing of research papers in Lithuanian studies. 
The Council received 62 proposals for research projects and 112 proposals for dissemination 

projects. The expert evaluation of the submitted proposals is in progress. 
During 2014, 58 research and 80 dissemination projects were implemented under the 

programme; the allocations to the projects amounted to EUR 1,705,861.9 (LTL 5,890,000). 
Reports of 42 research and 36 dissemination projects were submitted and evaluated.  

More about the Programme see the Annex to the Report (the National Lithuanian studies 
development programme for 2009-2015: annual implementation team report for 2014). 

 
2.2.1.8. Projects of researcher groups 

This area of activities supported by the Council ranks second in terms of the funding 
allocated and the first in terms of the number of projects financed. Within this area the Council 
seeks to provide financial support to research according to subject themes proposed in all areas, 
submitting projects together with an implementing Lithuanian research and studies institution, or 
in cooperation with Lithuanian and foreign research and studies institutions. Fig. 5 summarises 
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the citation index in recognised scientific journals of the articles drawn up while implementing the 
NRP projects in the areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences. 

In 2014, the Council evaluated 90 interim and 33 final reports of the programme projects 
started in the previous year. In autumn the Council published the 6th call for proposals of projects 
to be implemented by researcher groups, and received 652 project proposals. In 2014, 305 projects 
by researcher groups were implemented and allocated EUR 8,523,604 (LTL 29,430,300).  

In 2014, researcher groups completed 14 projects according to the 1st call on Culture 
development and launched in 2013. Early in 2015, the Council will evaluate the final reports of 
such projects submitted in January 2015, analyse the results achieved and their impact upon the 
national culture development processes. 

With a view to facilitating the national technological development part of the funding 
allocated to researcher groups was specifically designated for the implementation of 
technological development projects by researcher groups. The projects were selected in 2012, 
according to a special call and focusing mostly upon practical results of technological 
development, such as the production of a trial model, testing of the trial model and its verification 
in a simulated environment. 

In 2014, 15 such technological development projects were implemented, and total 
allocations amounted to EUR 388,149 (LTL 1,340,000). In 2014, the Council evaluated two final 
reports, and in the beginning of 2015, another 13 final reports of technological development 
projects will be evaluated analysing the results achieved. 

 
Fig. 5 The citation index in recognised scientific journals of the articles drawn up while implementing the NRP 

projects in the areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences, 2011-2014*. 

 
* – source – database Thomson-Reuters ISI Web of Science, data of 10 November 2014. 

 

2.2.1.9. Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant) 

During 2014, the Council continued its activities related to the administration of the projects 
under measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K Support to Research Activities of Scientists and Other 
Researchers (Global Grant measure) (hereinafter – Global grant measure) of Priority 3 of the 
Operational Programme for Human Resources Development. 

Three projects under measure were completed in 2014. All three projects were 
implemented in the area of humanities. The projects were implemented properly and all the 
objectives set for the research and the physical performance indicators were achieved, the 
experts positively the final reports of the projects. Currently 103 remaining projects are still under 
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the administration of the Council. The deadline for the completion of the project activities is 30 
September 2015.  

With a view to ensuring a proper absorption of the funds allocated under the Global grant, 
during 2014 the Council carried out 17 scheduled checks and 2 for-cause on-the-spot checks of 
the projects. 

In February 2014, the Council initiated an evaluation of the annual reports on research 
projects with respect to the results for 2013. The evaluation was carried out by the experts 
appointed by the Committees of the Council. The majority reports of the research projects were 
evaluated positively.  

During 2014, the implementers of the projects under the Global grant measure published 
3015 scientific papers in international and Lithuanian scientific publications, delivered 360 
presentations at different scientific conferences (including poster presentations). The funding 
allocated under the Global grant measure also facilitated preparing and defending 5 doctor's 
degree; in addition two patent applications were filed (the applications will be awarded before 
the expiry of the measure validity term). 

During 2014, the implementers of the project were allocated EUR 11,539,798.04 (LTL 
39,844,583.61). In the period between the start of the measure implementation until 31 
December 2014, the project implementers were paid EUR 29,105,490.33 (LTL 100,495,437.00).  

Currently the preparatory works for project closure are in progress, which includes 
monitoring of the physical implementation ratios and an acceleration of the absorption of the 
Global grant funding resources. 

 
2.2.1.10. Long-term institution-based programme in economic research 

In 2012 the Council started implementing a long-term institution-based economic research 
programme for 2012-2014 Long-term competitiveness challenges of Lithuanian economy. The 
programme was initiated by the Ministry of Education of Science of the RL and was prepared 
having taken into account comments and proposals of experts of the Council.  

The programme was approved by Order No. 1104 of 9 July 2012 of the Minister of 
Education and Science, and on 29 August 2012 the Council signed an agreement with Kaunas 
Technology University, the principal programme promoter, concerning the implementation and 
financing of the programme. Kaunas Technology University is implementing the programme in 
cooperation with its partners: Aleksandras Stulginskis University, Lithuanian Energy Institute, 
Jonas Žemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania, Mykolas Romeris University, Vytautas Magnus 
University, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University and Vilnius University.  

The Programme sets the following six research tasks: 
1. identify the competitive threat created to conventional technologies-based Lithuanian 

production by new and growing global economic centres, and propose methods for the 
elimination of such threat; 

2. examine the interface between the development of technologies and innovations in the 
economy with business environment and propose favourable investment climate formation 
measures; 

3. identify methods for a further improvement of State regulation of the adverse effect of 
natural monopolies and possible oligopoly cartel agreements, methods for a further elimination 
of market entry barriers and State regulation of withdrawal from the market (bankruptcy 
proceedings); 

4. examine the impact of the credit market shock, inflation management methods and 
methods for the improvement in the management of public finances; 
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5. analyse the measures for the improvement of the distribution and the use public sector 
resources; 

6. identify the structural changes in human capital and labour resources, specific aspects 
of the flexibility in labour demand and supply in economic sectors and individual professions. 

The obtained research results will facilitate a more comprehensive analysis of problem 
areas in the Lithuanian economy, disclose some less explored relations between economic 
phenomena, substantiate measures and recommendations for the further enhancement of the 
long-term competitiveness of the Lithuanian economy.  

The Council has been monitoring and assessing the progress of the implementation of the 
programme, evaluating and approving its annual estimates and financial and subject-matter 
reports. In the beginning of 2014, the Council was submitted the scientific report for 2012-2013, 
which was evaluated by experts of the Council. The period of the programme implementation 
presented in the report constitutes its first stage. In terms of time the stage represents more than 
half of the entire duration, however, as regards its content the most important results of the 
projects may and have to be presented at the closure of the project implementation, having 
performed the research scheduled under the projects.  The expert panel was of the view that the 
programme should be continued with specific regard to the implementation of problem stages, as 
well as taking into account the comments and recommendations made by the expert panel. 

The programme is financed from the appropriations of the State budget of Lithuania 
designated to the Council. In 2014, this research programme was allocated in excess of EUR 
170,296 (LTL 588,000). The total budget of the programme in 2012–2014 is nearly EUR 763,728 (LTL 2 
637,000). The final scientific report of the programme will be produced and submitted for 
evaluation by expert panel early in 2015. 

 
2.2.2. International research activities  

2.2.2.1. Participation in the ERA-NET programmes 

In 2014, the Council participated in five projects under the ERA-NET programme which is 
arranged through international calls for proposals in different areas of science. 

BiodivERsA2 
According to the 2013-2014 call under the BIODIVERSA2 programme total 54 proposals 

were submitted, including 6 proposals jointly with Lithuanian higher education and research 
institutions acting as partners. The Council was responsible for the eligibility check of the 
proposals. Following the international expert evaluation 10 projects were ranked as eligible for 
financing (no Lithuanian higher education and research institutions among the financed project 
partners). Total EUR 10.3 million were committed to fund the projects ranked as eligible. 

The Council has been an active participant in setting up international expert evaluation of 
proposals filed under the BiodivERsA2 programme, proposing potential themes for 2015, 
selection procedures and the preparation for the new BiodivERsA proposal period. An 
international BiodivERsA3 proposal was submitted to the European Commission which passed a 
decision to grant funding to the third stage of the BiodivERsA programme (BiodivERsA3) starting 
with 2015. 

Representatives of the Council were attending a general meeting of BiodivERsA2 which 
approved the structure of a BiodivERsA3 proposal in subsequent periods, discussed the theme for 
the next BiodivERsA3 call, procedures for the submission of BiodivERsA3 proposals and 
possibilities for partners to engage in the programme. Representatives of the Council participated 
in an expert evaluation meeting which drew up the summarising evaluation, and compiled a 
proposal rating table; in other instances the Council members participated in the meeting of 
proposal competition committee which discussed the procedures of the completed expert 
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evaluation, set up a list of the projects eligible for funding and presented the procedure for 
funding the projects in different countries of the consortium.  A representative of the Council 
attended the closing conference of BiodivERsA2; the conference was dedicated to presenting the 
most important results of the BiodivERsA2 programme, call statistics, and the methodological 
publications prepared as a result of the implemented projects; participants of the conference 
discussed the strategic documents of BiodivERsA3 and a preliminary calendar for the 
implementation of BiodivERsA3. 

MERA-NET 
The 3rd call for proposals under the programme From materials science and engineering to 

innovation for Europe (hereinafter – M-ERA.NET) was published on 3 June 2014. In October-
November 2014, the Council carried out the eligibility checks of 8 preliminary (short form) 
proposals received under the 3rd call under the M-ERA.NET programme including 9 participants 
from Lithuania were subjected to an eligibility check and evaluation for compliance with funding 
requirements. Eventually only 7 consortia including 8 participants from Lithuania were invited to 
submit comprehensive proposals. 

A meeting of the 7 FP-M-ERA.NET project working group was held on 18-19 September 2014 
in Vilnius and was attended by 24 international partners. 

EURONANOMED 2 
2014 was the first year of granting funding for VOGACORE project including a participant 

from Lithuania – the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences which had submitted its project 
proposal according to a call of 2013. 

2the call for proposals for international research projects in the area of nan-medicine for 
2014 was published on 16 January 2014, and in March four proposals for projects including 6 
project participants from Lithuania were evaluated for their administrative eligibility. The expert 
evaluation of the proposals recognised one proposal including participants from Lithuania as 
eligible for funding, and the contract regarding its implementation will be signed in 2015.  

The call for proposals under the programme for 2015 was published on 4 December 2014.  
HERITAGE PLUS 
During 2014, the Council in cooperation with other partners was continuing the 

implementation of HERITAGE-PLUS programme (a ERA-NET-PLUS project under the 7th 
Framework Programme).  The Council drew up and approved the Descriptor of the procedure for 
funding projects under the HERITAGE-PLUS programme. 

A call for proposals under the HERITAGE PLUS programme was published in early March. 
The contribution of Lithuania into the budget of the call constituted EUR 100,000. Total 352 short 
proposals were submitted, including 16 proposals submitted together with partners by Lithuanian 
higher education and research institutions. The Council carried out the eligibility check of the 
short and the comprehensive proposals with participants from Lithuania. Following the 
international evaluation of short proposals 61 consortia, including one consortium with the 
coordinator from a Lithuanian research and studies institution, were invited to submit 
comprehensive proposals.  

A representative of the Council was attending the meetings of the representatives of the 
countries participants of the calls under the HERITAGE PLUS programme. The meetings discussed 
a range of issues related to evaluation of the calls and proposals.   

HERA 
In 2014, representatives of the Council were attending the meetings of members of the 

HERA programme (network of humanities in the European Research Area). The agenda of the 
meetings included discussions of current issues as well as preparation for participation in the 
HERA programme 'Uses of the past' which is intended to be funded according to the ERA-NET 
COFUND scheme. A HERA network call for proposals published in mid-October 2014 concerned 
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participation in the partner search event under the HERA programme 'Uses of the past' held in 
late January 2015. The purpose of the event was to introduce the call to submit proposals and 
encourage the setting up of international consortia. According to the agreed arrangements no 
more than six scientists could participate at the event. Total twelve Lithuanian research and 
studies institutions submitted proposals and six were selected as eligible to attend the event. 

The call for proposals under the HERA programme "Uses of the past' are scheduled to be 
published early in 2015. 

A representative of the Council was attending the training sessions for the administrators of 
the HERA programme and mostly intended for providing information about the communication of 
the HERA programme.  

 
2.2.2.2. Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme BONUS 

The Council acts as the coordinating, administering and financing institution in Lithuania for 
the Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme (BONUS). In 2014, funding was first 
allocated to two Lithuanian participants under the 1st call of the programme. In 2014, the Council 
conducted the evaluation of the proposals submitted in the course of duration of the first calls, 
and a selection of projects eligible for financing. The Council carried out an eligibility check of the 
Lithuanian participants of the call, and confirmed their eligibility. Following the expert evaluation, 
the Management Committee of the programme approved 8 projects eligible for financing, 
including two participants from Lithuania with which the project funding agreements will be 
concluded in the beginning of 2015. The Council has committed to allocate to the Lithuanian 
researchers participating in the programme EUR 28,962 (LTL 99,918) every year.  

On 1 July 2014, following the rotation principle Lithuania (the representative appointed by 
the Council) handed over, for a period of one year, the position of the Chairman meetings of the 
Management Committee to Poland. The representative of the Council was an active participant of 
meetings of the Management Committee which discussed a wide range of issues, such as the 
continuity of the programme, participation, financial and other issues relevant for the member 
States. In 2014, the national representative was moderating for sessions of one of the proposal 
review panel. 

 
2.2.2.3. Lithuanian – Swiss cooperation programme "Research and development" 

On 5 November 2011, the Council, together with the Ministry of Education and Science and 
the Public Institution Central project Management Agency signed an Agreement on the 
implementation of the Lithuanian-Swiss Cooperation Programme to reduce economic and social 
disparities within the enlarged European Union Research and Development. Acting as the 
Implementing Authority the Council is responsible for the organisation of the call for proposals 
and the supervision over the implementation of the projects. 

The Council acts as the administrator of 11 research projects implemented by Lithuanian 
and Swiss researchers. The year 2011 was the second year for the implementation of the projects, 
and the first annual reports of the projects were submitted for evaluation at the beginning of the 
year. The reports were evaluated by the Joint Selection Committee composed of highly 
experienced 3 Lithuanian and 3 Swiss researchers. All project implementation reports were 
evaluated positively and the projects were approved to be continued.  

The projects under the programme were allocated EUR 7,328,172 (LTL 25,302,711): 85% of 
the amount was the funds allocated from the Swiss support programme, and 15% – funds of the 
State budget of Lithuania. On average, each project was allocated EUR 0.66 million (LTL 2.3 
million). By 31 December 2014, the project implementers were transferred EUR 4,480,302 (LTL 
16,643,540), including the advance transfer. 
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2.2.2.4. Lithuanian-Latvian-Chinese (Taiwan) programme; 

The jointly-funded cooperation programme between the Ministry of Education and Science 
of the Republic of Lithuania, the National Research Council of China (Taiwan) and the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Latvia  (hereinafter – Joint Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian 
programme); 

In 2012, the Council published one call for proposals under the programme and organised 
the eligibility check and the expert evaluation of the proposals. 17 proposals were submitted 
according to the call of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme; following the expert 
assessment the decision was passed to grant funding to 4 projects (starting from 2013). 

In 2014, the Council financed 9 projects under the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian 
programme. The Council organised an expert evaluation of the reports of the projects for 2013. 
During the year the allocations to the projects accounted for EUR 128,012 (LTL 442,000).  

A representative of the Council attended the meeting of the Lithuanian section within the 
tripartite committee of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme, in which he 
presented the expert evaluation of the reports for 2012, principal outcomes of the projects, and 
the funding statistics, the results of the expert assessment of the proposal under the 2013 call and 
the project funding proposals. 

 
2.2.2.5. Cooperation with Japan 

The Council consistently seeks to develop its bilateral cooperation with high scientific level 
foreign countries, and neighbouring countries. On 10-13 June 2014, a group of representatives of 
the Council and other Lithuanian scientists visited Japan. The purpose of the visit was to 
participate in a Lithuanian-Japan scientific symposium, discuss the interests of the two countries 
and further cooperation possibilities, also to meet the research community of Japan. The 
symposium was held at the initiative of the Embassy in Lithuania in Japan, the Council, the Japan 
Society for the Promotion of Science (hereinafter – JSPS) and the University of Tsukuba. 

On 11 September 2014, the Council held an information event 'Promotion of scientific 
cooperation between Lithuania and Japan', introducing to the Lithuanian research community the 
science policy of Japan, cooperation plans and the possibilities for researchers to engage in 
common projects according to the Lithuanian-Japan research project financing scheme. Among 
other speakers, a presentation was delivered by Makoto Asashima, the Executive Director of the 
presentations delivered at the event was JSPS. 

On 24 November 2014, the Council published the first call for proposals regarding support 
for research and dissemination projects to be implemented jointly with researchers from Japan. 
According to the agreement with the JSPS the competition for proposals was arranged in both 
countries, the proposals were accepted until 4 February 2015, the Council's funding commitment 
to the projects under the programme is EUR 197,000. In Japan the projects under the programme 
may be financed according to the JSPS free partnership projects and seminars scheme, or 
according to other programmes. 

It is expected that in view of the strengthening bilateral relations between the researchers 
the two institutions will sign an agreement on the funding of joint research projects. 

 
2.2.2.6.  Participation in the cooperation initiatives of the Nordic and the Baltic States 

Since 2010, the Council has been part of the Nordic and Baltic States cooperation initiatives 
coordinated by Nordic Research Board NordForsk. The Council is the funding institution in Lithuania.  

The call for proposals (LILAN) for proposals for the Nordic and Baltic countries cooperation 
projects related to innovation in health and well-being areas was published in the last quarter of 
2014. The results of the call area expected to be published in the second quarter of 2015. 
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2.2.3. Researcher career and mobility 

As every year, the Council was devoting significant attention and resources to researchers' 
career and mobility measures. A summary of the results of state-budget funded researchers' 
career and mobility projects in 2014 is presented in Table 4. 

 
Table 4 Success rate of the proposals for competitions for support to researchers' career and mobility under 

the measures funded from the State budget. 

Measures 
Total proposals 

submitted  
Funded 
projects 

Average success 
ratio, % 

Scholarships to doctor's degree students for academic 
achievements 

689 485 70 

Support for academic associations 32 29 91 

Support to academic trips of doctor's degree students 189 54 29 

Support for researcher travel 419 132 32 

Support for research events 135 41 30 

Support to publication of research articles and books 21 14 67 

Total: 1485 755 51 

 

2.2.3.1. Implementation of post-doctoral fellowship in Lithuania 

The project is implemented according to the implementation measure No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-
01-V Promotion of scientists and other researches mobility and students scientific research of 
Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation Programme for Human 
Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-02-004). The objective 
pursued by the project is to develop the post-doctoral fellowship system by including into 
research activities third cycle university level students enabling them to pursue independent 
research work, and prepare for academic pedagogical career. The Project enables fellowship 
students to prepare for independent research work, upgrade their scholarly, pedagogical and 
academic management qualifications. Fellowship students may initiate their own research 
themes. This arrangement ensures the development of competences and enhancement of 
qualification of human resources. 

In 2014, funding was provided to 125 post-doctoral fellowship programmes of which 50 
were completed within the reporting period. 11 of such post-doctoral studies are conducted by 
foreign nationals most of which are researchers from Ukraine (5 post-doctoral fellows). Most 
post-doctoral students took their fellowship studies at Vilnius University (40) and Kaunas 
University of Technology (16).  

In the course of the two year post-doctoral fellowship programme students have a 
possibility to undertake post-doctoral studies in foreign research centres or universities. Further, 
researchers undertake their post-doctoral studies at different universities of the world, such as 
Harvard, Edinburgh, Oxford, Milan, Warsaw, Zurich and other universities.  

In the middle of the year post-doctoral students were invited to attend a training session 
designated for the strengthening of their project development and management abilities. 
Strengthening of such abilities is instrumental in assisting young researchers in their efforts to 
integrate in international research networks, and provides knowledge in drawing up of 
international projects, which contributes to the competence of post-doctoral fellows and 
enhances their qualification. 

In 2014, in excess of LTL 9.3 million were allocated for the implementation of the project. 
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2.2.3.2. International mobility according to bilateral cross-border contracts 

During 2014, the Council was implementing five cooperation programmes in the area of 
research and development according to international contracts and agreements (hereinafter – 
Cooperation programmes) providing funding to researchers' mobility: 

1. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of 
Education and Science of the RL and the State Research and Technology Committee of the 
Republic of Belarus (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Belarus programme); 

2. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of 
Education and Science of the RL and the State Science, Innovations and Informatisation Agency of 
Ukraine for 2011-2015 (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme); 

3. the bilateral Lithuanian-French integrated activity cooperation programme in research 
and development Gilibert (hereinafter – Gilibert programme). 

4. the Lithuanian and Valonia-Brussels bilateral and research and technology programme  
(hereinafter – Lithuanian-Valonian programme). 

In 2012, the Council published calls for proposals under the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-
Latvian programme, Lithuanian-Belarus and the Gilibert programmes. For the purpose of the 
administration of the calls under the international programmes the Council upgraded its 
electronic proposal reception system, and convened information events for the Lithuanian 
research community. The Council conducted an eligibility check and an expert evaluation of the 
proposals submitted under the Lithuanian-Belarus, Gilibert and the Lithuanian-Valonian 
programmes. 35 proposals were received in response to the call of the Lithuanian-Ukrainian 
programme, and 15 were selected as eligible for funding (starting from 2015). According to the 
Lithuanian-Valonian programme the Council received one proposal, it will be financed starting 
from 1 June 2014. 

During the reporting period the Council provided funding to 33 mobility projects 
implemented according to the Cooperation programmes (Lithuanian-Belarus programme – 15 
projects, Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme – 5, Gilibert programme (12 projects) and one project 
according to the Lithuanian-Valonian programme). Total allocations for the projects in the area in 
2014 accounted for EUR 145,389 (LTL 502,000)  

In 2014, the Council also organised the expert assessment of the 2013 reports of the following 
projects under the Cooperation programmes: Gilibert programme (12 reports), Lithuanian-Belarus 
programme (15 reports), and the Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme (12 reports). 

Also representatives of the Council were participating at meetings of the Lithuanian part of 
the commission and the bilateral commission of the Lithuanian-Belarus programme, at which they 
presented the expert assessment of the proposals under the calls of 2013, the results of the 
expert assessment of the proposal under the 2014 call and the proposals concerning funding of 
the projects. Also representatives of the Council were participating at meetings of the Lithuanian 
part of the commission and the bilateral commission of Gilibert programme at which they 
presented the results of the expert evaluation of the proposals under the 2014 call, the proposals 
regarding the funding of the projects, briefed on the eligibility checks and expert evaluation 
procedures applied by the Council. 

 
2.2.3.3. Swiss Grant Fund (Sciex-NMSch) 

During 2014, the Council was continuing the administration of the Swiss Grant Fund in 
Lithuania acting as its coordinator. During 2014, the Council was disseminating information about 
the calls for proposals under the Swiss researcher exchange programme (Sciex-NMSch) open to 
participate by young Lithuanian researchers, also organised different information events, was 
actively consulting potential applicants on different issues related to the participation in the 
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programme and submission of proposals. A representative of the Council participated at the 
events for Programme administrators held in Switzerland. 

According to the most recent call, young Lithuanian researchers submitted 17 proposals. 
Following the evaluation 10 proposals of doctoral students and 2 proposals of doctors of sciences 
were ranked as eligible for funding. The projects were supported with the allocated 665,666 CHF. 
The Council has carried out the eligibility check and the first stage expert evaluation of the 
proposals. 

 
2.2.3.4. European Space Agency programme 

In June 2014 the Council started preparing for the conclusion of the agreement with the 
European Space Agency, following which the Council expects to publish a call for proposal 
regarding fellowship programme at the European Space Agency.  

 
2.2.3.5. Support for researcher travel 

The Council is carrying out this area of activity in accordance with Art. 77(9) of the Law on 
Higher Education and Research. The purpose of the support to research travels is to support 
researchers in developing their professional qualification, enhance the mobility among 
researchers, and support the international dissemination of results of Lithuanian research 
achievements. Under this programme assistance will be granted for internship of scientists and 
other researchers, their participation at scientific conferences abroad, and teaching at foreign 
research and studies institutions. 

In 2014, one call for proposals regarding support to researcher trips was published. Total 
419 proposals were received, the total support amount requested – EUR 484,698.70 (LTL 
1,673,567.71). Following the expert evaluation of the proposals support was granted to 128 
researcher trips (EUR 141,276.6, or LTL 487,800). The support was granted to 53 researcher trips 
in the areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences, and for 75 researchers 
in humanities, social sciences and arts. The funding granted under the programme benefited 43 
researchers holding academic degree, and 10 researchers without an academic degree in the 
areas of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences, and, respectively, 70 and 5 
researchers in the areas of humanities and social sciences. In 2014, most such trips (80.2 %) were 
related to attending scientific conferences, 11.7 % trips for carrying out research in foreign 
research and studies institutions, in 6.3 % cases concerned participation in scientific expeditions 
organised abroad.  

In 2014, support to trips of researchers was allocated within the framework of the EU 
structural fund project Competitive funding of short-term trips of researchers (see Chapter 2.23.6. 
of the Report). 

 
2.2.3.6. Competitive financing of short-term visits of scholars 

The project Competitive funding of short-term visits of scholars is implemented according to 
measure No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V Promotion of mobility of scientists and other researchers, and 
research activities of students under Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the 
Operation Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013. The project was first 
launched in 2009. In 2014, a decision was taken to extend its implementation until 16 September 
2015. 

The principal objectives of the project are to straighten the relations of emigrant 
researchers and those working abroad with the higher educational establishments of Lithuania, 
also research institutions, other companies and entities engaged in research, thus enhancing the 
level of research in progress, thus facilitating preparatory arrangements for attracting high level 
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The Council started managing this area of activities in accordance with Resolution No.1134 of 28 September 2011 of 
the Government of the RL Concerning the amendment of Resolution No. 1431 of 11 September 2002 of the 
Government of the RL On the procedure of allocating State support to doctoral students and post-graduates in arts. 
The Council was managing the grants to doctoral students for academic achievements and academic trips in 
accordance with Descriptor of the procedure for the awarding of doctoral grants for academic achievements and 
support for academic trips approved by Resolution No. 48 of 21 November 2011 of the Council. An amendment to 
the Descriptor approved by Resolution No. VIII-6 of 7 October 2013 of the Council also authorised covering the 
expenses for meals of doctoral students that are not related with their institutions by employment relations. 

foreign and Lithuanian emigrant scholars, and the reintegration of returning researcher, also 
helping Lithuanian scholars and researchers to participate in international scientific events. Such 
visits for Lithuanian researchers are one of the possibilities to enhance the international scientific 
cooperation and social dialogue. 

The scholar and researcher groups are categorised into outgoing and incoming; such visits 
are grouped into five categories. Visits of three categories refer to incoming researchers who are 
provided conditions to carry out their research activities, deliver lecture, and hold seminars or 
their cycles, also to participate in the doctoral studies process. The other two categories refer to 
outgoing researchers, where the purpose of the assistance is to facilitate their participation at 
international research conferences, and carry out research abroad. Total 998 short-terms scholar 
and researcher trips will be funded within the duration of the project. 

On 4 February 2014, the Council signed an additional agreement regarding additional 
funding of the project; the project was allocated EUR 289,614.80. This additional funding 
arrangement ensured a possibility for Lithuanian researchers to visit foreign studies and research 
institutions at which they carry out research and studies-related work. According to the 
agreement on the additional funding of the projects signed by the Council on 4 November 2014, 
the project was allocated EUR 126,477.06, which ensured the continuity of the project, and a 
possibility to enhance the potential of researchers in the different areas of science and 
technologies eventually generating social and economic benefit for the country.  

Total EUR 465,637.12 (LTL 1,607,751.85) were absorbed for the activities under the 
programme in 2014. 

936 visits had already taken place since the beginning of the project – of them 83 visits of 
researchers participating in doctoral studies processes, 209 visits were organised inviting high 
level scholars and researchers to deliver lectures, seminars or their cycles, 62 visits concerned 
research activities, and on 582 occasions researchers participated in international conferences in 
foreign countries.  

 
2.2.3.7. Grants to doctoral students and support to their academic trips 

During 2014, scholarships were paid to 485 doctoral students, total allocations – EUR 
761,208.3 (LTL 2,628,300). The support to academic trips in the first quarter of 2014 benefited 23 
doctoral students, and 31 students during the second half of the year. The support allocated to 
academic trips amounted to EUR 48,974.7 (LTL 169,100). 

In October 2014, the Council published calls for proposals to be awarded doctoral student's 
grants in 2015, and for support for an academic trips in the first half of 2015. By 17 November 
2014, the Council received total 110 applications for support for academic trips. The applications 
were checked for their eligibility and on a regular basis evaluated by a renewed Commission on 
the allocation of support for academic trips of doctoral students. By 15 December 2014 the 
Council was submitted total 679 applications for doctoral scholarships. The eligibility check and 
expert evaluation of these applications will continue through 2015. 
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This area of support 
activity was administered 
according to the Descriptor 
of the procedure for the 
allocation of support to 
research events approved 
by Resolution No. VII-57 of 
20 December 2010. 

2.2.3.8. Training of high qualification specialists (doctor's degree students) in competition-
based doctor's degree studies 

The Council has been since 29 March 2011 implementing a project Improvement of training 
of high qualification specialist for the development of research-intensive economic sub-sectors – 
NKPDOKT (project No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-03-001) of Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of 
researchers of the Operation Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013. The 
Project is designed for training of high qualification specialists (doctor's degree students) in 
research fields related to the subject matters of the national integrated programmes. 

The Council implements the project together with 17 other partners – Lithuanian research 
and studies institutions. 216 doctoral students participated in the project since its outset. The 
project activities were allocated a support of EUR 6,509,677.48 (LTL 22,476,614.39), of which EUR 
4,643,236.16 (LTL 16,032,165.8) were allocated from the EU funds. At the end of 2014, 63 out of 
86 doctoral students admitted in the first year of the project implementation successfully 
graduated from their doctor's degree studies, were prepared to or have defended their doctor's 
degree theses. Total by the end of 2014, EUR 4,733,27.19 (LTL 16,343,035.31) were allocated to 
support the activities of the projects. 

The demand for specialists in the fields concerned has been growing in view of the rapid 
development of biotechnologies, material science and nanotechnologies. With a view to ensuring 
the growth and competitiveness of the national economy, efficiency and international 
competitiveness of companies, it is of utmost importance to train specialists able to address the 
most burning issues in breakthrough research areas and apply the knowledge acquired for 
business purposes. Within the 2014-2020 EU support period the Ministry of Education and 
Science has committed to allocate funds for ensuring the continuity of the project activities, and 
while implementing a project under the new EU support period the Council selected 100 themes 
for doctoral studies and academic supervisors of doctor's degree students out of 202 applications 
for competition-based funding to doctoral studies. The target group of the project will be doctoral 
students, and the its principal outcome – a possibility for doctoral students to acquire 
competences required for addressing relevant R&D tasks while promoting the cooperation 
between science and business. 

 
2.2.3.9. Support for research events  

The purpose of support to research events is to promote the development of research 
activities in Lithuania and strengthen international research relations. Research events supported 
by the Council are to address topical science problems, facilitate the 
dissemination of the most modern scientific ideas, support the 
adaptation of such ideas in practice and promote the social cultural 
development. 

In 2014, the Council published two calls for proposals 
concerning support to research events. Total 132 proposals were 
submitted and support was awarded to 41 research events in the 
amount of EUR 107,507 (LTL 371,200).  

 
2.2.3.10. Support to publication of research articles and books 

The support is awarded to Lithuanian researchers in their undertakings to publish their 
research papers in high-level research magazines or publish research books. By allocating this 
support the Council seeks to promote the development of Lithuanian science and its global 
visibility, provide to Lithuanian researchers the conditions ensuring that the financial capacities of 
the researcher or an institution at which he is working would not affect the dissemination of the 
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No. VIII-20 of 7 April 2014. 

achievements in the area of research. This area of the activity supported by the Council was 
managed in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for granting support for the 
publication of research articles and books approved by Resolution No. VII-107 of 25 June 2012 of 
the Council, amended according to Resolution No. VIII-33 of 17 December 2014. Applications for 
this kind of support may be filed on a continuous basis.  

During 2014, the Council evaluated 21 applications, including 2 applications to be granted 
support for publication of books. 14 applications were awarded support (all applications for 
publication of scientific articles), total EUR 15,784.3 (LTL 54,500). The principal reason for non-
awarding the support to the remaining applications was their failure to meet the key 
requirements for applications. 

 
2.2.3.11. Support for academic associations 

Acting in accordance with Article 66 of the Law on Higher Education and Research of the 
Republic of Lithuania supports the activities of student unions and organisations, organisations of 
scientists and other researchers, student research organisations and 
other associations (hereinafter – academic associations). The purpose 
of the support to academic associations is to promote activities of such 
associations related to the objectives of the higher education and 
research system and their engagement in identifying and addressing 
issues relevant for the development of the higher education and 
research system, as well as searching for most efficient ways for their 
solution. 

Thus having published in 2014 the call for proposals by academic associations, the Council 
received 32 applications to finance projects in the area. EUR 43,529.90 (LTL 150,300) were used 
for the implementation of 30 projects implemented by academic associations. The financial 
support was specifically allocated to activities of academic associations related to the objectives 
assigned to the research and studies system, and the attainment of such objectives, addressing of 
issues relevant for the development of research and studies; in this relation account was taken of 
the experience of the institution in implementing projects, the quality of the submitted proposal, 
funding demand and its reasonableness, also of the participation of academic associations in 
international organisations, the scope and the visibility of the association's activity. 

 
2.2.3.12. Promoting students' research activities 

The project is implemented according to the implementation measure No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-
01-V Promotion of mobility of scientists and other researchers, and research activities of students 
of Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation Programme for Human 
Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-01-002). The purpose of 
the students' research activities promotion is to enhance the interest among the academic youth 
in research activities and reveal the prospects for a scholar's career. The project provides for a 
possibility for the researchers to carry out individual research while using the most state-of-the-
art equipment and research literature resources with a view to promoting the mobility of the 
academic youth between different research and studies institutions. 

The Project is composed of three parts, namely, the research practice for students, research 
activities during the semester and visits of doctoral degree students to foreign research centres. 
Academic supervisors of student's research works are the highest qualification Lithuanian scholars 
and researchers. Students participating in the Project are paid fixed-amount grants. The activities 
within the first stage of the Project (2009-2011) involved 711 first, second and third cycle students 
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from Lithuanian and EU higher schools, and a support of EUR 1,196,070 (LTL 4,129.79) was 
allocated for the projects implemented by the students under the programme. 

According to an extended financing and administration agreement the second stage of the 
project will cover a period of 2011-2015. The activities of the second stage of the project involved: 
588 students in the research practical training (of which 200 signed the agreements and started 
their practical activities in 2013), 1150 students participated in research activities at their time 
free from studies (250 concluded agreements and started research in 2014), 117 doctor's degree 
students signed agreements concerning internship at foreign research centres (including 48 in 
2014).  

In 2014, allocations for research practical assignments of students amounted to EUR 
261,376 (LTL 902,480).  

Students' research activities at their time free from studies were supported with allocations 
of EUR 224,957 (LTL 776,730).  

In 2014, for the grants of students undertaking their internships at foreign research centres 
the Council allocated EUR 87,016 (LTL 300,450), and disbursed EUR 9,650 (LTL 33,320) to cover 
their expenses for round trips to the locations of their studies. 

In 2014, two conferences were held to discuss the results of research work conducted in the 
course of the semester and during the students' research practice. Both conferences were 
attended by 471 participants, i.e., double the originally planned number. The material of the 
presentations delivered at the conferences was issued in a separate publication. 

 
2.2.4. Other financing instruments 

2.2.4.1. Support to applicants under Horizon 2020 

Seeking to incentivise the Lithuanian participants of the EU Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation Horizon 2020 (hereinafter – Horizon 2020) the Council published a call 
for proposals for support to applicants under Horizon 2020 programme. The proposals under the 
call could be submitted in the period from 1 October to 31 October 2014. The support was 
allocated according to Descriptor of the procedure for granting support to applicants drafting 
proposals for projects under Horizon 2020 programme approved by Resolution No. VII-24 of 15 
September 2014 of the Council. In response to the call 14 Lithuanian research and studies 
institutions submitted 55 proposals to the Council regarding support to applicants drafting 
proposals under Horizon 2020 programme. EUR 84,569 (LTL 292,000) were allocated to 
compensate the expenses concerned. 

 
2.2.4.2. Compensation of VAT for FP7 projects 

In 2014, the Council continued compensating the value added tax (hereinafter – VAT) for FP 
7 projects, as according to the regulations on the participation in FP 7 projects, the VAT paid in 
relation to the projects is considered ineligible costs and not compensated by the European 
Commission. With a view to facilitating the participation of Lithuanian scientists and researchers 
in the FP7, the Council on 10 September and 13 November 2014 published calls according to 
which institutions implementing FP7 projects could file the documents for the compensation of 
the VAT incurred in relation to the implementation of the projects. The funds for the 
reimbursement of VAT costs were granted in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for 
the reimbursement of value added tax costs incurred in relation to projects funded under the 
Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological 
development and demonstration activities approved by Resolution VII-47 of 15 September 2010 of 
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the Council. The Council concluded 40 contracts on the reimbursement of the VAT with 14 
applicants which were allocated EUR 252,389.1 (LTL 871,449).  

 
2.2.4.3. Financing of representatives in European Union and other international working 

groups 

During 2014, the Council was continuing financing the activities of its representatives in 
various EU and other international working groups, committees, commissions, etc.  

In 2014, the Council concluded 16 tripartite agreements concerning financing of activities of 
its representatives in various EU and other international working groups, committees, 
commissions, etc. The allocations according to these agreements amounted to EUR 12,478 (LTL 
43,085.33) of which EUR 2,902.6 (LTL 10,022.21) were allocated to cover the expenses related to 
the activities of Lithuanian representatives and experts in committees for the FP7 programmes. 
Representatives of the Council participated at 26 meetings of different working groups, of which 
on 9 occasions in meetings of committees under the FP7 programmes.  

 

2.3. Participation in the development of the international research area 

The Council coordinates and administers European research programmes, promotes 
competitive participation of Lithuanian researchers in different international research 
programmes, and develops relations with different organisations responsible for the formation of 
science policy, and implementing competitive funding of research. 

In response to the observation of the ESF that promotion of internationalism is especially 
important for the entire Lithuanian science, studies and innovations system, The Council held a 
conference 'Internationalism of science for the improvement of the quality of Lithuanian science'. 
The conference was held on 3 November 2014 and was attended by managers and 
representatives of institutions responsible for the formation of the national science policy, 
Lithuanian researchers working abroad and members of the Lithuanian science community. The 
presentations on the possibilities to improve the quality of science were delivered by the 
Chairman of the Council, the Vice-Minister of Education and Science, the heads of the Research 
and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre (MOSTA) and the Agency for Science, 
Innovation and Technology (MITA), researchers working in foreign universities. 

Promotion of internationalisation has been always high on the agenda in the on-going and 
the newly initiated activities of the Council. 

 
2.3.1. Administration of Horizon 2020 and the Seventh Framework programme 

1 January 2014 was the day of launching of the new EU Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation Horizon 2020 (hereinafter – Horizon 2020). The programme will last for 
7 years, and will be allocated total EUR 70.2 billion. The Council is the administrator of the 
following areas under Horizon 2020: 

 Research Council of Lithuania 
 Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions; 
 Research infrastructures; 
 Health, demographic change and wellbeing;  
 Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and inland water 

research and the bioeconomy; 
 Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials;  
 Space, 
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 Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies;  
 Spreading excellence and widening participation, 
 Joint Research Centre. 
The Council administers the area Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, 

maritime and inland water research and the bio-economy jointly with the Agency for Science, 
Innovation and Technology (MITA), and in the area of Space technologies the Council cooperates 
with MITA and the Lithuanian Centre of Innovations. 

The Council participates in the network of the National Contact Points (NCP systems) under 
Horizon 2020 which joins the EU Member States, Horizon 2020 Associated Countries and third 
countries. On the national scale the NCP network is represented by the NCPs according to Horizon 
2020 thematic areas which provide highly qualified assistance to programme participants and 
applicants. Within the Council there are four employees performing the functions of the NCP. In 
2014, the NCP of the Council participated in seven meetings of the NCP hosted by the European 
Commission. 

Acting as the administrators of the Horizon 2020 programme the NCPs operating in the 
Council perform the following functions: 

 raising awareness about the programme; 
̶ by cooperating with contact persons for Horizon 2020 at Lithuanian research and 

studies institutions, business entities and public authorities;  
̶ organising information events (in 2014, the national NCP organised or delivered 

presentations at 18 events); 
̶ preparing and publishing information about the programme in the internet website 

of the Council; 
 providing consultations, assistance and organising training (conducts ex-ante Horizon 

2020 proposal examination services); 
 providing initial information about other national and international programmes;  
 cooperating with the NCPs of other countries with a view to ensuring a more successful 

participation of Lithuania in Horizon 2020, and more efficiently organising the activities of the 
Lithuanian NCP (participates in different projects organised by Horizon 2020 NCPs) 

 collecting, systematising and analysing the statistical information about the 
participation of Lithuania in Horizon 2020; 

 providing assistance to the applicants for Horizon 2020 (see Section 2.2.4.1.. 
According to the data of the European Commission, Lithuanian institutions participated in 

submitting 135 proposals under Horizon 2020, involving 160 participants from Lithuania, and of 
them 23 submitted proposals as coordinators. There were 15 Lithuanian participants in filing the 
proposals funded under Horizon 2020, of which in one case the participant from Lithuania acted 
as the coordinator, and the success ratio with respect to the number of participations – 9.38 %. 
(Fig. 6). The total committed allocation to the projects amounts to EUR 50,415,443, of which EUR 
2,552,829 will be allocated to the participants from Lithuania. 

The Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, 
technological development and demonstration activities (hereinafter – FP7) has been closed, 
nevertheless, the projects started under the programme are continued. During 2014, the Council 
continued compensating the added value tax (hereinafter – VAT) for the projects under FP 7 (see 
Section 2.2.4.2). 

The Council has also delegated its representatives to the programme committees under 
Horizon 2020; they represent Lithuania and take part in drafting action programmes and other 
documents. 
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Fig. 6 The initial results of the participation of Lithuanian institutions in Horizon 2020 programme 

 
 
In 2014, the Chairman of the Council attended the meetings of the specific programme 

committee 'Strategic configuration' under Horizon 2020 programme. Such meetings discussed the 
measure Teaming (see Section 2.3.2), which does not have to be dedicated to the entire 
innovations cycle, as the programme must target the activities of centres of excellence. The 
principal objective of the programme is obtaining new knowledge, rather than establishing new 
companies, development of innovations or their industrialisation. The meetings also mentioned 
on numerous occasions the importance of doctoral students for the 'Teaming' measures, as this 
aspect has been so far sidelined. A number of Member States suggested that it was necessary at 
least to maintain balance between research, excellence and innovations.  

 
2.3.2. Teaming measure under Horizon 2020 (WIDESPREAD-1-2014: TEAMING) 

On 1 April 2014, the European Commission announced a call for proposals according to the 
Teaming measure in the area of Spreading Excellence and widening of participation of Horizon 
2020 programme (WIDESPREAD-1-2014: TEAMING). The objective of the Teaming measure is to 
promote the establishment of Centres of Excellence, and an essential upgrading in countries and 
regions that are lagging behind in terms of research and innovation performance.  

Since the Teaming measure is related to the long-term strategic and financial commitments 
of Lithuania, as well as to the Smart specialisation strategy, on 13 May 2014 the Ministry of 
Education and Science published a call for preliminary proposals for Lithuanian research and 
studies institutions seeking to establish Centres of Excellence. One of the objectives of the call for 
preliminary proposals was to select, by way of expert evaluation, Lithuanian participants which 
would be eligible for participation under the call published by the European Commission, and, in 
case of a successful outcome, would be granted support not only from the European Commission, 
but also additional financial support in Lithuania. 

On 4 June 2014, the Ministry of Education and Science referred to the Council 14 
preliminary proposals of Lithuanian research and studies institutions, with a request to conduct 
their expert evaluation including their compatibility with the smart specialisation strategy of 
Lithuania. On 4 July 2014, the Council produced the summary conclusions of the expert evaluation 
of the preliminary proposals. Based on the expert evaluation conclusions total two proposals 
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were selected whose promoters were recommended to submit comprehensive proposals under 
the Teaming measure to the European Commission.  

The comprehensive proposals Centre of Excellence in Science and Technology for Healthy 
Ageing (HEALTH-TECH) and Organization of Advanced Science and Technology for Innovative 
Industry (ASTINO) were submitted for the expert evaluation of the Council, and, following the 
comments of the experts, were submitted to the European Commission according to the call 
under the Teaming measure.  

The Council officially informed the European Commission that the projects intended to be 
implemented according to the proposals were in line with the smart specialisation strategy of 
Lithuania, and are relevant for the development of the Lithuanian science and innovations 
potential. 

 
2.3.3. Joint Programming Initiatives 

Lithuania is participating in the Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) 
Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a new challenge for Europe. In 2014, an agreement 

regarding the funding of the project involving a Lithuanian participant according to the JPI Cultural 
Heritage and Global Change: a new challenge for Europe according to the pilot call under the 
programme of 2013.  

During 2014, the Council in cooperation with other partners was continuing the 
implementation of HERITAGE-PLUS programme (an ERA-NET-PLUS project). The Council drew up 
and approved the Description of the procedure for the financing of projects under HERITAGE PLUS 
programme, also participated in the call for proposals under HERITAGE PLUS programme 
published in early March (see Section 2.2.2.1). 

Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans In 2014, a representative of the Council attended 
several meetings of the Governing Council of the JPI Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans 
(Oslo in March, and Brussels in October, and Trieste in December). The principal accomplishment 
in 2014 was the strategic research agenda submitted for approval. Lithuania was requested to 
submit its opinion concerning identified priority activities and express its support to the areas 
most important to the country. Having conducted an opinion survey among Lithuanian research 
and studies institutions, and following a discussion at the Committee of Natural and Technical 
Sciences the Council identified several principal areas of activities. The preliminary action plan 
having regard to the interests of Member States was drawn up at the most recent meeting in 
Trieste. The priority activities identified by Lithuania were assigned to the action group Science 
support to coastal and maritime planning and management. In 2015, the action plan will be 
specified, and further implemented. The strategic research agenda should be reviewed every two 
years, a revision or an updating of the agenda may be also initiated by Member States. 

During 2014, the Council has been dedicating significant attention to cooperation with the 
European Commission, also with third countries, especially with North America. The USA and 
Canada have already expressed a strong interest in cooperating with Lithuanian research 
community not only within the framework of Horizon 2020, but also suggested to build up a long-
term cooperation plan. The JPI Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans should be a more active 
participants, and, when planning, take account of the synergy with the priorities of other 
countries (85 % of the planned activities already coincide). 

 
2.3.4. COST activities 

The Council is the coordinating and funding institution in Lithuania for the European 
Cooperation in Science and Technology programme (COST). In order to ensure orderly 
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administration of the programme, the Council represents Lithuania within the activities of the 
high level officers of COST association. In 2014, representatives of the Council attended 5 
meetings of high level officers of COST; the meetings approved new COST activities, discussed a 
range of issues regarding the management, content reorganisation of COST programme, as well 
as other issues relevant for the programme. In 2014, representatives of the Council participated 
at a meeting of the national coordinators of COST programme. 

In response to numerous comments and suggestions of the Lithuanian research community 
the Council expanded its possibilities of participation in the COST programme: from now on a 
representative of Lithuania (or his alternate) will be able to participate in two committees of the 
COST actions (instead of the earlier restriction to one committee). In this relation the Council 
amended the Description of the procedure for the participation in COST programme accordingly. 

During 2014, the Council was further implementing the standing calls to submit proposals 
concerning participation in Actions under COST programme. The Council organised five sessions 
of accepting and expert evaluation of the proposals, and the number of Lithuanian 
representatives appointed to the Action management committees is now the largest in the entire 
history of participation in COST programme. During 2014, the Council accepted 101 proposals 
concerning participation in the COST programme filed by 18 Lithuanian institutions. Following the 
expert assessment 81 representatives of Lithuania were nominated to 63 COST action 
management committees. Lithuanian institutions were most actively participating in the following 
Actions under COST programme: Individuals, Society, Cultures and Health (24 actions), Materials, 
Physics and Nanosciences (19 Actions), Trans-Domain Proposals (18 actions), and Forests, their 
Products and Services (17 actions). Lithuanian representatives were appointed to three strategic 
activities intended for strengthening of science policy under COST programme: genderSTE 
(Gender, Science, Technology and Environment), Sci-GENERATION (Generation of Young Scientist: 
towards a contemporary spirit of R&I) and BESTPRAC (The voice of research administrators - 
building a network of administrative excellence). 

 
2.3.5. European Science Foundation and Science Europe  

The European Science Foundation (ESF) was established in 1974 with a view to supporting 
the development of high quality science in Europe. The ESF has been for a long time one of the 
most influential institutions in the European Union coordinating joint research, drawing up 
research development analysis, hosting international science conferences and methodological 
seminars, also performing expert evaluations of research institutions. The Council has been part 
of the ESF activities since 2009. The General Assembly of the ESF held in November 2014 
presented two future models of the ESF: the closing or the reorganisation by establishing a new 
organisation. There are several potential investors for the establishment of the new organisation. 
The success of the ongoing negotiations will become known in June 2015, following 
comprehensive evaluation of the situation. In case it becomes apparent that it will not be possible 
to establish a new organisation capable of taking over the experience of the ESF, the ESF 
liquidation plan will be implemented. Members of the ESF will express their decision regarding 
one or another model of the ESF in relation to voting regarding the budget of the ESF of 2015. The 
Finance and Audit Committee is the ESF is expected to present its recommendations to the 
Governing Council of the ESF in May 2015, and the Governing Council will convene to approve the 
conclusions in June 2015. At the discussions opinions were expressed that the founders and the 
investors of the new organisation should take over all the outstanding risks related to the 
activities of the ESF. The new organisation should be entirely different from Science Europe which 
established on 21 October 2011, in Berlin, at the Assembly of national organisations funding and 
carrying out research activities at national level. 
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In 2014, a representative of the Council participated at two meetings of the infrastructure 
working group of Science Europe. The meeting of Science Europe of June 2014 discussed the 
results of the survey conducted by Science Europe regarding strategies of research, technologies 
and innovations (RTI), and their funding at a national level. Answers of the respondents showed 
that nearly all countries surveyed had their strategic priorities in the area of RTI (Poland is 
developing such priorities, Spain does not have any). The institutions defining the strategic 
priorities vary from country to country: the Government of the RL, research councils, other 
organisations funding research. All countries claim that with respect to the funding of the RTI, 
strategic priorities are duly taken into account, however, the funding instruments are less clear or 
defined.  

The meeting of Science Europe in September introduced the research, technologies and 
innovations strategies of the organisation followed by a discussion on a review of the ERA policy. 
The meeting also presented the new ERA Roadmap for 2014-2015, which should be implemented 
in EU Member States by drawing up their national reform programmes. The predominant 
principle for policy programming in the new strategic documents is 'bottom-up', therefore Science 
Europe recommended to correlate the national research, technologies and innovations roadmaps, 
and remove the different financial, managerial and political barriers for the development of the 
RTI. The meeting then discussed the Roadmap of the ESFRI for 2016, and made an announcement 
that the rules on the updating of the ESFRI will be published in September 2014. A new call will be 
published in the beginning of 2015 to submit proposals regarding the inclusion of the cross-
border and European-scale infrastructures in the ESFRI. It is estimated that about 10 new 
infrastructures will be selected to be included in the ESFRI. 

The Chairperson of the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences participates in the 
activities of another working group of Science Europe – Access to Data. The Chairperson attended 
two meetings of the working group and the plenary meeting of the Research Data Association, 
RDA, in Amsterdam. Furthermore, in cooperation with the Director of the Data Archiving and 
Networked Services of the Netherlands Peter Doorn the Chairperson of the Committee of 
Humanities and Social Sciences compiled a glossary of science terms, which will be included into 
the RDA taxonomy. 

On 18-19 September, the Scientific Secretary of the Council Dr. Brigita Serafinavičiūtė 
participated in the seminar of the Science Europe 'Convergence of Discipline' held in Brussels. It 
has been noted that convergence was historically inherent to the Western civilisation which seeks 
implementing holistic approach. However, a failure of a successful implementation of the 
approach prompted specialisation. The current processes reflect attempts to return to what has 
been lost. Merging of faculties or departments or their complete elimination is one of the 
methods to promote integration of disciplines. A drastically reduced price of gene sequencing 
procedure having applied for the improvement of instruments inventions from the area of 
semiconductors could be presented as an example of successful integration of disciplines. 
Convergence of different may also result in a new discipline, e.g. synthetic biology. This, however, 
should be a natural process. Other presentations at the seminar focused on issues of financing of 
science. It is commonly believed that there should be an equal balance between the research 
initiated by researchers and the themes defined by the themes financing science. It was noted 
that convergence is more than science – it also concerns education, industry, etc., requiring long-
term financing (for 5-10 years), internationalisation being another important factor, further 
highlighting the importance of education of researchers, i.e. problem-based education which 
should be provided at the second part of bachelor's degree studies and during master's degree 
studies (a project implemented by students supervised by a scientists). A good example is the 
IMBL (interdisciplinary post-doc) system providing for appointment of two academic supervisors 
having different competences, and the duration of such post-doctoral project is 3 years. 
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On 20 November 2014, representatives of the Council attended a meeting of the General 
Assembly of Science Europe which discussed the activities and the budget for 2015, also the 
methodology for the calculation of the fees of the association, and its development. The meeting 
also discussed the progress in compiling the ERA Roadmap, the progress in different specialised 
committees, the problem of migration of researchers, implementation of the principle 'money 
follows the researcher' in the European Research Area (ERA). The agenda of the meeting also 
included promotion of bilateral meetings between funding organisations, emphasising the 
advantages of research-based innovations, internationalisation of research and the need for 
multi-disciplinary approach. The Assembly was closed with a discussion regarding entry of Science 
Europe into different associations, and the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 
(DORA) (see http://am.ascb.org/dora/) regarding the assessment of research. The Council is also a 
signatory to that Declaration. 

 
2.3.6. Researchers in motion network EURAXESS 

During 2014, the Council was continuing its activities as the coordinator of the Lithuanian 
national EURAXESS centres, as well as EURAXESS TOP II project under FP 7 programme which was 
launched in 2013. The purpose of the project is to ensure a better functioning of EURAXESS 
network. The employees of the Council responsible for the project updated the content of the 
national internet website, and modified the system for its content management.  

A representative of the Council was attending the events organised for national 
coordinators of EURAXES centres and the administrators of the national EURAXES internet 
websites.  

 
2.3.7. Other international cooperation activities  

In 2014, the Council in cooperation with the Nordic Council of Ministers, the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Estonia, the Research Council of Estonia, the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Latvia, the Research Council of Latvia and NordForsk organised and attended a high-
level conference 'Strengthening of cooperation of Baltic and Nordic countries in the area of 
research' held on 21-23 May 2014 in Tartu, Estonia. The conference was dedicated to discussing 
the possibilities of cooperation between the Baltic and the Nordic countries in the area, 
specifically focusing on the access to common use research infrastructure and the possibilities of 
funding regional cooperation in the area of research. The event was attended by politicians in the 
area of science of the Baltic and Nordic countries, representatives of the institutions funding 
research, coordinators of research, and other persons in interests. The conference provided a 
forum for exchange in opinions and experience in the implementation of coordination and 
international cooperation and financing in the area of research of the Nordic-Baltic countries, 
emphasised the importance of mobility of students and researchers, and identified the potential 
for the cooperation between the Baltic and the Nordic countries in the area of research 
infrastructures. 

On 13-14 November 2014, the Chairman of the Council D. H. Pauža attended a practical 
seminar of the European Research Council (ERC) held in Brussels on best practices in financing 
research. The objectives of the seminar were as follows: 1) identify the current trends in the area 
of financing research; and 2) learn from each other and potentially identify best practice through 
the an open discussion between the institutions engaged in funding research. The participants of 
the seminar broadly outlined the bilateral agreements between the ERC and the USA, and the ERC 
and the South Korea, their advantages and shortcomings, as well as other schemes of funding 
European research underlying the procedures for supporting research in Europe in case the ERC 

http://am.ascb.org/dora/
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financing falls short. Other themes comprehensively discussed at the event were the 
internationalisation of research projects and its importance for the visibility of research papers, 
quality and control of an expert evaluation, non-competition, and the importance of the principle 
'money follows the researcher'. 

On 11 June 2014, Dr. Brigita Serafinavičiūtė, as an alternate representative of Lithuania 
attended the meeting of the ERA Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility of the 
European (SGHRM) with participants from 21 European countries. The meeting discussed the 
prospects of Euraxess centres. It was concluded that the viability of such centres to a very large 
extent depends on their own efforts. It was noted that essentially there were no centres performing 
exclusively this functions. An opinion survey concluded a dissatisfaction regarding a procedure for 
publishing the information on vacancies (also in Lithuania). The appropriate legal conditions are in 
place, nevertheless, the practical implementation meets significant difficulties, in addition to the 
language barrier. The autonomy of institutions may help, but can also hinder a creation of a more 
open employment system. Changing traditions and mind-set requires significant period of time. The 
factors non-the less significant are the general culture, but also the level of development of science. 
Three recommendations were provided: I. Institutions should revise their recruitment policies and 
practice; II. European Commission should establish a working group on open recruitment issues; III. 
It is necessary to develop a system of quantitative and qualitative indicators facilitating monitoring 
of the open recruitment data. The participants of the Steering Group meeting discussed the 
documents drawn up by SGHRM working groups on innovative doctoral studies, open recruitment, 
professional career of researchers and its monitoring. 

 

2.4. Other projects implemented by the Council 

 

2.4.1. Data base Lituanistika 

The reporting year was the year of completion of a 3-year long project Data base 
Lituanistika (No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V-01-001). The project was implemented according to measure 
No. VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V Enhancement of the qualification and competences of scientists and other 
researchers under Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation 
Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013. 

The first steps within the project designed to develop the international research database 
Lituanistika were taken in 2006. Currently the objective of the project was to implement one of 
the State priorities declared in the National Lithuanian Studies Development programme for 
2009-2015. The principal outcome of the project was the development of a national significance 
thematic, expert, open access biometric database Lituanistika compliant with high requirements 
for quality of science, accumulating the data on humanitarian and social research about the 
Lithuanian State, society, the nation, the present and the past of the Lithuanian language. 

Over 46,000 papers submitted by researchers in the areas of humanities and social sciences 
were assessed from the quality viewpoint. The database then included 36,000 papers from the 
Lithuanian studies. Total 18,500 papers were evaluated with the duration of the project, of which 
15,303 were evaluated positively by two experts, and 3,197 papers were evaluated negatively. 
The experts were selected from 36 Lithuanian research and studies institutions (total 45,373 
expert conclusions were prepared).  

The database has total 21,000 entries (and 13,000 in the course of the project) which are 
publicly accessible online according to the licence agreements concluded with the publishers. An 
outcome of the project was the ensured access to the LDB in the Registry of Open Access 
Repositories, ROAR, http://roar.eprints.org/; Directory of Open Access Repositories, OpenDOAR, 
http://www.opendoar.org). 

http://roar.eprints.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
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The international dimension of the database ensures the collection and accumulation of the 
information in the area of the Lithuanian studies on a global scale; other outcomes of the project 
also included a created advanced LDB infrastructure compliant with the international standards 
on information exchange, dissemination of the international Lithuanian studies and the 
researchers working in the area; the LDB internet portal (lituanistikadb.lt), bilingual (in Lithuanian 
and English) descriptions of the works (summaries, key words), as well as in the LDB portal, other 
created or updated user environments, i.e. in the virtual LDB library (vb.lituanistika.lt), Web 
OPAC‘e (lituanistika.library.lt). 

The LDB structure became the framework for the creation of a biometrical database 
(http://citavimas.lituanistikadb.lt), first ever in Lithuania facilitating the calculation of the citation 
indices of the works and the authors in the area of the Lithuanian studies in the same manner as 
used by the world-known databases (e.g. administered by Scopus, Thomson Reuters, etc.), and 
the preparation of total 386,000 citation entries. 

The system offers the services of hosting full-text papers, archive storage and search in the 
text. The search in the text of a paper is specifically useful for foreign users by significantly 
expanding their possibilities to locate the required information in texts in foreign languages. The 
relevance of the database, the need for its use and its continuity is ensured and promoted by the 
priority assigned to the Lithuanian studies, and the directions of the development of the 
Lithuanian studies in 2012-2020 approved by the Government of the RL. Now the newly created 
database is accessible to Lithuanian and foreign scholars, other researchers, students carrying out 
research in the area of Lithuanian studies, seeking development of their competences, searching 
for literature, or seeking to use academic text corpora in the area of the Lithuanian studies. The 
LDB as the means for assessing humanities and social sciences is used by several Lithuanian 
research and studies institutions. 

In 2014, the Council hosted training for students and researchers Management of electronic 
information in humanities and social sciences and the quality of research works. The training 
presented the most recent information on the changes in the modern scientific communication, 
open access to scientific knowledge, Lituanistika database, drawing up of a scientific article or an 
academic text, and other most relevant information. Such training sessions were conducted in 
Vilnius, Klaipėda, Kaunas and Šiauliai, and in 2013-2014 were attended by 425 researchers and 
students. The closing conference held on 20 August 2014 analysed and discussed the activities 
under the project and the overall results. The publicity, training and other material is accumulated 
and published in the LDB portal. 

In 2014, total EUR 511,388 (LTL 1,765,700) were used for the implementation of the 
activities under the project, and EUR 2,386,120 (LTL 8,238,800) within the entire duration of the 
project implementation. 

 
2.4.2. FP7 project "Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy" (SPREE) 

In 2013, in cooperation with 10 other partners from 7 States (United Kingdom, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Spain, Lithuania, Finland and Israel) the Council was continuing the three-year 
duration project Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy (SPREE). The aim of the SPREE 
project is to identify potential “Servicizing Policy Packages” for the establishment of Servicizing 
systems which facilitate the transition from selling products to providing services. A SPREE project 
simulates the effect on absolute decoupling of economic growth and resource use, within three 
sectors: water, mobility and agriculture. The Council acts as the coordinator of the SPREE project. 

Within the framework of the project some research activities were completed according to 
a specially developed methodology in partner countries. Three employees in cooperation with 
researchers from Spain carried out some work in the agriculture sector, the Spanish researchers 

http://citavimas.lituanistikadb.lt/
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were studying obstacles and incentives for using services in viticulture, and Lithuanian researchers 
were studying similar issues in rape cultivation. 

The project is scheduled to be complete in the summer of 2015. 
 
2.4.3. The Seventh FP project Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies for European 

Union Research (PASTEUR4OA) 

In February 2014, the Council, in cooperation with another 15 organisations from different 
EU Member States started implementing the project Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies for 
European Union Research; PASTEUR4OA. PASTEUR4OA supports the aim of encouraging the 
development of matching policies on Open Access and Open Data in the European Union, 
according to the European Commission’s recent Recommendation on “Access to and preservation 
of scientific information” (July 2012) and in view of maximizing alignment with the Horizon 2020 
policy on access to the research funded by the Commission. The project helps develop and/or 
reinforce Open Access strategies and policies at the national level and facilitate their coordination 
among all Member States.  

The PASTEUR4OA project is implemented engaging the key policy-makers of the Member 
States and representatives of organisations funding science and research institutions responsible 
for policy formation. 

Duration of the PASTEUR4OA project – January 2014 – July 2016. Within this period the 
project intends to achieve the following results: 

 to develop a coordinated cooperation network Knowledge Net for specialised national 
centres which will facilitate the formation of the open access policy in Europe. The specialised 
centres will be operating in the countries participating in the project and monitoring the situation 
in the neighbouring countries; 

 Develop a policy typology suitable for classification of the legal provisions related to 
open access. With a view to implementing changes in this specifically important area of access to 
and protection of scientific information the typology will be used to analyse the expertise 
accumulated in individual countries and to assess the efficiency of the policy being implemented; 

 Supplement and essentially upgrade the Registry of Open Access Repositories 
Mandatory Archiving Policies, ROARMAP used for the registration of the mandatory provisions 
regarding accumulation and storage of scientific papers and data in the open access repositories; 

 Prepare the material introducing open access for policy-makers; 
 Identify and engage policy-makers in the movement for open access; 
 Arrange ten regional seminars for policy-makers; 
 Organise an international conferences to be attended by all principal organisations in 

interest of European countries.  
In 2014, 7 documents were identified in the Baltic States which shall be used to supplement 

ROARMAP – the Registry of Open Access Repository Mandates and Policies; one document from 
Latvia, 3 from Estonia and 3 from Lithuania. 

The representatives of the Council participated in the first workshop and the working 
meeting considering the issues related to the launching of the activities of the Knowledge Net in 
the area of open access. The information about the project and the open access was presented in 
the internet website of the Council, at the meeting with representatives of the Lithuanian 
University Rectors' Conference, and at a conference held in Tartu. The open access theme is 
presented in several publications in the Lithuanian and the English languages. In this area the 
Council maintains close cooperation relations with the Lithuanian Research Library Consortium. 
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2.4.4. Technical assistance for the implementation of the Global grant 

Order No. 1K-283 of 31 August 2009 of the Minister of Finance of the RL On the 
appointment of the Global grant manager (with subsequent amendments) appointed the Council 
to act as the manager of the Global grant responsible for the implementation of the measure VP1-
3.1-ŠMM-07-K Support to Research Activities of Scientists and Other Researchers (Global grant) of 
Priority 3 of the Operational Programme for Human Resources Development. With a view to 
appropriately implementing the Global grant measure the Council and the PE Central Project 
Management Agency have concluded two agreements concerning the implementation of the 
projects Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant) (No. VP1-
5.1-FM-01-V-02-001), and the Information and publicity of the Global grant measure (No. VP1-5.2-
FM-01-V-02-001). The principal purpose of these technical support projects is to ensure 
appropriate financial and technical conditions for the administration, information and publicity of 
the Global Grant measure. 

In 2014, total EUR 440,222,400 (LTL 1,520,000) were granted for the implementation of the 
Technical assistance project, of which EUR 235,461.10 (LTL 813,000) were earmarked for 
remuneration fund. Total EUR 465,610.30 (LTL 1,473,000) were absorbed for the activities under 
the programme in 2014. 

With a view to ensuring the efficient management and implementation of the Global Grant 
measure, favourable working conditions and adequate remuneration were provided to the 
employees performing functions related to the implementation of the programme-based 
competitive financing: 17 working places were created, the participating employees were 
enhancing their professional qualification and benefited from possibilities to advance their 
professional knowledge and skills at Lithuanian and foreign training centres. 

The appropriations for the Technical assistance project for 2015 were increased to EUR 
477,873 (LTL 1,650,000). This increase was related to the appropriations for the Council earmarked 
for the information and publicity measures in relation to the Global Grant measure – to inform 
applicants, project promoters and the public at large about the use of the structural assistance, the 
benefits and the results achieved by using the assistance. 

 
 

3. The organisational structure of the Council 

The Council is made up of the Board, two expert committees – the Committee of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, and the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences, and the 
Research Foundation (Fig.7). The committees of the Council are authorised to pass decisions on 
issues related to the research areas under their supervision. The Board of the Council the 
activities whereof are carried out by the Chairman of the Board, and includes Chairmen of the 
Committees, the Scientific Secretary, a representative appointed upon a motion of the Committee 
of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament, representatives delegated by the Prime 
Minister, Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Finance, Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 
makes up the agenda of plenary meetings, approves the expert groups proposed by the 
Committees and tackles other issues. 

In 2014, the Council held 7 meetings (of which one meeting by electronic means), and 14 
meetings of the Board of the Council (of which 3 meetings by electronic means). In the course of 
the year the Council passed 16 Resolutions, in addition to 85 Resolutions of the Board. 

The functions of the Research Foundation of the Council  include implementation of 
Resolutions passed by the Council,  administration of calls for proposals, organisation of expert 
evaluation process, also provision of assistance at meetings of different commissions and working 
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groups operating within the Council, drafting of descriptions of procedures for the 
implementation of the Council's activities and of other procedural regulations, organisation of 
activities of the Council, drafting of documents related to the administration of the State funds 
and the funds allocated under the EU structural assistance for the promotion of science, research 
and development activities. In pursuit of its strategic objectives the Council was developing and 
ensuring the administrative activity of the Research Foundation, professional development of its 
staff members, managing its financial accounting and improving the relevant legal regulation.  

Until 10 November 2014, the Research Foundation consisted of 7 Units (the structure was 
approved by Resolution No. 8V-7 of 9 September 2013 of the Board of the Council). In November, 
three new Units were added to the structure of the Research Foundation:  the EU Structural 
Assistance for Research, the EU Structural Assistance for the Development of Researchers' 
Abilities, and the EU Structural Assistance Coordination Unit (Fig. 7). The decisions to open these 
new Units were passed in view of the new period of the EU structural assistance, as the new Units 
will be performing the functions related to the administration of the EU structural funds for 2014-
2020 assigned to the Council. 

 
Fig. 7 The structure of the Council approved by Resolution No. 8V-7 of 9 September 2013 of the Board of the 

Council On the approval of the structure of the Research Foundation of the Research Council of Lithuania (version of 
Resolution No. 8V-116 of 10 November 2014 of the Board of the Lithuanian Research Council), and supplemented by 
Order No. 381 of 4 November 2013 of the Chairman of the Council On the approval of the structure of the Research 
Council of Lithuania. 

 

 
 

According to Resolution No. SV-S-1463 of the Board of the Parliament of the RL starting with 
2012 the total maximum permissible number of civil servants and employees working under 
employment contracts at the Research Foundation of the Council is 63 positions (of which 17 
positions funded by the EU funds and the international technical assistance resources). The Board 
of the Parliament does not establish any maximum permissible number of positions funded from 
the EU structural funds or the Swiss financial assistance. 

In 2014, the Research Foundation of the Council had 80 positions: 48 positions funded by 
State budget appropriations, 17 positions funded by the technical assistance of the EU and other 
international financial support, 12 positions funded from the EU structural funds projects, and 6 
positions funded from the Swiss financial assistance programme (Table 5).  
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Table 5 Total positions in the Council in 2014. 

Positions in the Council in 2014 

Members of the Council: 29 

Staff of the Research Foundation: 

̶ positions funded from the State budget: 45 

̶ positions funded from the EU and the international programme technical assistance 
resources (positions within the Global Grant measure): 17 

̶ positions funded from the resources of the EU structural funds (positions within other EU 
structural funds projects): 12* 

̶ positions funded from the Swiss financial assistance programme: 6* 

* – positions not included into the maximum allowable number of positions (see the text). 

According to Resolution No. SV-S-878 of 17 December 2014 of the Board of the Parliament 
of the RL Concerning the approval of the maximum permitted number of positions of public 
servants and employees working under employment contracts in the administration of the 
Research Council of Lithuania the maximum permissible number of civil servants and employees 
working under employment contracts in the administration of the Council and remunerated from 
the EU and the international technical assistance funds was increased to 44 positions. 17 positions 
funded from the EU and the international programme technical assistance resources and 
approved in 2012, and starting with 2015 will be further financed under the 2007-2013 EU 
structural assistance period, while 27 new positions will be funded from the resources allocated 
under the 2014-2020 EU structural assistance period. From 2016 onwards, upon the end of the 
2007-2013 funding period all 44 positions will be funded from the technical assistance from the ES 
structural funds for 2014-2020. 

In accordance with Items 2, 9.2 and 11 of the Description of the procedure for the 
procurement or lease of land, existing buildings or other immovable property, or the acquiring of 
the title to such items approved by Resolution No. 841 of 25 June 2003 of the Government of the 
RL, and considering that the premises used by the Council on lease basis are not sufficient for the 
administrative units of the Council performing the functions of administration of the EU structural 
assistance, it was decided to lease additional premises located at no more than 1 km from the 
premises used by the Council on lease basis at Gedimino pr. 3. In the second half of 2014, the 
Global Grant Unit was transferred to the premises at Palangos St. 4. The premises will 
accommodate 3 newly opened EU assistance administration units. 

 
 

4. Publicity of the activities of the Council  

The Council is on a regular basis informing Lithuanian researchers, higher education and 
research institutions and the media on the calls for proposals and any new programmes launched 
and the possibilities for researchers to benefit from such programmes, also presents results of the 
competitions as well as statistics of competitive funding. 

With a view to introducing applicants and project implementers to the regulations of 
competitions and the requirements for the projects in progress the Council organises, several 
times per year, meetings with the academic community. Ordinarily the events are held pending 
the publication of calls for proposals according to the areas of research supported by the Council, 
or following such publication. The research community of Lithuania is an active participant at such 
events. Such events are beneficial not only for applicants and project administrators, finance 
officers, but also for the Council, as the questions asked at such meetings often reveal the 
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weaknesses in project administration and the need to rethink and revise the provisions of the 
prospective calls.  

During 2014, the Council organised more than 20 different events for applicants and the 
Lithuanian research community on competitive funding issues (consultations, information days, 
discussions).  

News of the Council's website are subscribed by more than 2,500 subscribers. In the course 
of the year the Council published nearly 200 different notices. Most of such notices are related to 
the calls for proposals, results of such calls and competitive funding measures; significant 
attention is paid to international events that may be relevant for Lithuania, information is 
provided about other activities of the Council. 

The website of the Council on a regular basis publishes information of other institutions 
about different tenders and events that are relevant or interesting for the research community. In 
2014, 33 such notices were published in the website of the Council which has become a gateway 
for Lithuanian research and studies institutions to search for information on tenders for positions 
in research and studies institutions and the dissertations defended in Lithuania. By 31 December 
2014, the database of defended dissertations contained total 2,951 entries. 

Shortly visitors of the website will be able to more expediently and comprehensively learn 
the results of the tenders. In this relation the Council initiated the development of an electronic 
system for research of competition results common for all programmes and designed to facilitate 
the search of competition results for applicants and providing a possibility for internet users to 
get better familiar with the results of research activities attained within the projects financed by 
the Council. The electronic system is scheduled to be introduced in the first half of 2014. The 
Council was also improving the electronic system for submission and expert evaluation of 
proposals and reports. 

Moreover, with a view to ensuring maximum public responsibility, during 2014 the Council 
was managing the database of the proposals submitted to the Council, also of the projects in 
progress or completed hosting the information about the research projects and proposals 
financed by the Council. Thus the Council seeks to provide more clarity to the public and ensure 
higher transparency about the course of examining and selection of proposals, the content of the 
research projects in progress or completed, without infringement of the rights of applicants and 
project implementers. 

The contest of projects Europos burės 2014 (European Sails 2014) organised by the Ministry 
of Finance selected and awarded the projects on investment of the EU funds in Lithuania and 
their implementers considered most beneficial for the society, the country and the State. Two 
projects implemented by the Council were recognised as best projects for the investment of the 
EU funds in Lithuania in 2007-2013. 

An award of 'European Sails 2014' was awarded to the project 'Promotion of research 
activities of students' for the employment opportunities for the youth (see Section 6.1.6.). The 
project provides a possibility for academic youth to test themselves in a researcher's position. To 
undertake scientific practice period in the course of the summer holidays, or engage in research 
within the time free from studies according to an individual programme of several months under 
the supervision of a high qualification researcher – this opportunity was offered to more than 
1,700 bachelor's and master's degree students willing to experience the peculiarities of a 
researcher's profession. Every year over 1,400 students apply for a researcher's position and 
explore the prospects of such career. 500 students or more are selected to participate in research 
activities from among the applicants. Specifically for such students jobs are created in Lithuanian 
research and studies institutions, the students work according to a research plan for several 
months, they are paid scholarships, introduced to groups of Lithuanian researchers and the 
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research activities they are engaged; programme participants have a possibility to deepen their 
knowledge and acquire the skills necessary for research work. 

An award of 'European Sails 2014' was also given to the project 'Post-doctoral internship in 
Lithuania' for innovation ideas (see Section 6.1.4.). By implementing the project Lithuania became 
one of the countries implementing post-doctoral studies programmes, and started implementing 
first programmes in the area. With the support of the EU structural assistance young scientists from 
Lithuania and foreign countries were offered a possibility to independently carry out research at a 
selected research institution in Lithuania, or a research-based entity. Total 225 internships were 
organised in the course of five years – independent research from the idea to the publication of the 
results. The trainees under the internship programmes learn new research methods, acquire 
experience to independently transform their ideas into a research plan and manage it, besides, the 
students have excellent opportunities to improve their skills at recognised research centres.  Having 
completed such internship programmes the young researchers become scientists able to manage 
research projects, and can successfully apply for the positions of managers of research carried out 
according to research programmes implemented in Lithuania, or other European countries.  

Total 176 projects were submitted within different nominations of the European Sails 2014 
project; the evaluation jury selected 27 most interesting and most useful projects, including one 
implemented by the Council, addition to the two projects mentioned earlier. The project 
'Database Lituanistika' (see Section 6.1.3.) was awarded in the 'Open communication' nomination 
of the European Sails 2014 contest.  

The winners in the nine award categories of the European Sails 2014 contest were selected 
by Lithuanian public. More than 35,000 persons voted for the most valuable projects financed by 
the EU structural funds for 2007-2013. 

 
 

5. Budgetary appropriations and the use of funds 

The appropriation plan for 2014 – EUR 31,735,113 (LTL 109,575,000). The data break-down 
according to the approved programmes is presented in Table 6. 

 

Table 6 Appropriations to the Council in 2014. 

Progra
mme 
code 

Financing 
source 
code 

Measure title 

Plan for the 
reporting 

period including 
adjustments 
EUR LTL 000 

Used 
appropriations 

EUR LTL 000 

Deviation 
(5–4), 

EUR LTL 000 

Exec
ution 

% 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1,001 1.1.1.1.1. 
Development of the national 
higher education and research 
system (State budget funds) 

18,144,694 
(62,650.0) 

17,839,753 
(61,597.1) 

304,941 
(1,052.9) 

98.3 

1,001 
1.2.3.1.23/
1.3.3.1.24 

Development of the national 
higher education and research 
system (the Swiss Programme) 

117,296 
(405.0) 

96,183 (332.1) 
21,113 
(72.9) 

82.0 

1,001 1.3.2.3.1. 

Development of the national 
higher education and research 
system (European Union 
structural funds) 

13,032,901 
(45,000.0) 

11,539,794 
(39,844.6) 

1,493,107 
(5,155.4) 

88.5 

1,001 1.3.2.3.2. 

Development of the national 
research and studies system 
(technical assistance from the 
European Union structural funds) 

440,220 
(1,520.0) 

426,610  
(1,473.0) 

13,612 
(47.0) 

96.9 

  Total: 
31,735,113 
(109,575.0) 

29,902,340 
(103,246.8) 

1,832,773 
(6,328.2) 

94.2 
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The funds not absorbed under the measure Development of the national research and 
studies system (State budget funds) (management costs and funding of science) accounted for 
EUR 304,941 (LTL 1,052,900). The largest share of the State budget funds not used in the 
reporting period, i.e. EUR 292,776 (LTL 1,010,900) is represented by the funds allocated for the 
funding of research and other activities. The principal reason for the failure to absorb the funds is 
the public procurement. In view of the lengthy procedures the Council failed to use not only the 
funds of the non-current tangible assets, but also the funds allocated for the procurement of 
services and goods.  Since more than half of the projects funded since 2012 were completed in 
December 2014, part of the savings of the funds allocated to the implementation of the projects 
was returned to the budget. Some State budget funds were saved because some previously 
planned business trips were cancelled, as well as expert evaluations or other services. 

The funds not used according to the Lithuanian-Swiss cooperation programme to reduce 
economic and social disparities within the enlarged European Union accounted for EUR 21,133 
(LTL 72,900). Part of the funds allocated to the programme Research and Development were not 
used because the some stationary and office supplies intended for publicity activities were 
purchased cheaper than originally planned, part of the funds allocated for services were saved 
having decided not to use translation services. Not all members of the Joint Selection Committee 
or project implementers were able to arrive to the interim accounting event, besides, the travel 
tickets and the accommodation services were acquired at lower prices than initially estimated. 
The Swiss experts evaluated the annual reports in the course of one meeting, therefore the 
second meeting was not necessary. Furthermore, it was decided not to engage experts in some 
verification procedures, resulting in some savings for copyright fees. 

The funds allocated to the measure Development of the national research and studies 
system (funds of the European Union), Global Grant (EU structural assistance) were not fully 
absorbed as they were allocated to cover the procurement expenses of the projects funded 
according to the 3rd call. But due to protracted procurement procedures during 2014, the project 
implementers did not incur these expenses. The unused funds accounted for EUR 1,493,107 (LTL 
5,155,400). 

Total EUR 13,612 (LTL 47,000) were not absorbed under the measure Development of the 
national research and studies system (Technical assistance) (funds of the European Union). The 
largest part of the sums saved, i.e. EUR 8,804 (LTL 30,400) is represented by the funds for salaries 
and social insurance contributions. Part of the savings was gained due to the services acquired at 
the prices lower than estimated in the public procurement plan.  

The expenses of the Council in 2013 are shown in Table 7. The Council's management costs 
accounted for 5.6% of the estimated appropriations to the Council. 

 
Table 7 Break-down of the Council's expenses in 2014 by items. 

No. Item name 

Appropriatio
n plan, 
amount 

EUR 
(LTL thous.) 

Appropriations 
used, amount 

EUR 
(LTL thous.) 

Unused 
funds, 
EUR 

(LTL thous.) 

1 2 3 4 5 (3–4) 

1.1. Remuneration costs 
934,025 

(3,225.0) 
927,016 

(3,200.8) 
(7,009) 

(24.2) 

1.2. Social insurance costs 
290,692 

(1,003.7) 
287,882 

(994) 
2,810 
(9.7) 

1.3. Communications costs 
8,109 
(28.0) 

7,472 
(25.8) 

637 
(2.2) 

1.4. Business travel costs 74,346 70,928 3,418 
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(256.7) (244.9) (11.8) 

1.5. Publications 
724 

(2.5) 
463 

(1.6) 
261 

(0.9) 

1.6. Transportation services 
5,735 
(19.8) 

5735 
(19.8) 

 

1.7. Copyright agreements 
679,767 

(2,347.1) 
672,556 

(2,322.2) 
7,211 
(24.9) 

1.8. Professional development costs 
31,829 
(109.9) 

31,771 
(109.7) 

58 
(0.2) 

1.9. Costs of other services 
206,383 
(712.6) 

186,371 
(643.5) 

(20,012) 
(69.1) 

1.10. Other goods 
39,272 
(135.6) 

35,826 
(123.7) 

3,446 
(11.9) 

1.11. Other expenses for current needs (Item 2.8 – institutions) 
16,377,751 
(56,549.1) 

16,084,975 
(55,538.2) 

292,776 
(1,010.9) 

1.12. Social support (severance pays) 
7,298 
(25.2) 

6,487 
(22.4) 

811 
(2.8) 

1.13. 
For current needs (transferred funds from the European 
Union, other international financial support and the 
general financing funds) (Item 2.9 – institutions). 

13,032,901 
(45,000.0) 

11,539,794 
(39,844.6) 

1,493,107 
(5,155.4) 

1.14. Non-current assets 
46,281 
(159.8) 

45,065 
(155.6) 

1,216 
(4.2) 

 Total: 
31,735,113 

(109,575) 
29,902,300 
(103,246.8) 

1,832,773 
(6,328.2) 

 

During the accounting year the other income accounted for EUR 9,934 (LTL 34,300) 
The balance of the budgetary appropriations at the end of the reporting period was EUR 

0.00 (LTL 0.00).  
The balance of the funds in the Other activities item at the end of the reporting period was 

EUR 1,019.47 (LTL 3,520.02). 
The Council does not have any funds under special programmes.  
 

Chairman of the Council     Prof. Dainius H. Pauža 
 

28 February 2015 
 

 


