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1. Name of the institution
RESEARCH COUNCIL OF LITHUANIA

2. Founder of the institution
PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

3. Head of the institution
Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania, Prof. Dr. DAINIUS HAROLDAS PAUŽA

4. Reporting period
01 January 2013 – 31 December 2013

5. Nature and objectives of the institution's activities (according to legal acts
governing activities of the institution)
5.1. Legal basis governing activities of the Research Council of Lithuania
The basis for the activities of the Research Council of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Council) is
the Law on Higher Education and Research of the Republic of Lithuania (RL), whereby the Council
was designated to act as an advisory body for the Parliament of the RL and the Government of the
RL on research and training of researchers, participate in the implementation of research and
development (social, cultural) programmes, implement programme and competitive funding of
research and development (social, cultural) activities, and organise the assessment of such
activities carried out in Lithuania. The purpose of the Council is defined in the Regulations of the
Council approved by Resolution No.XI-625 of 29 December 2009 of the Parliament of the RL.
The Regulations of the Council were amended by Resolution No.XX-179 of 17 January 2013
of the Parliament of the RL. In October 2012, with a view to specifying individual aspects of the
organisation of the Council's activities and for the purpose of implementing the Recommendations
of the National Audit Office of Lithuania, the Council drew up and submitted to the Committee of
Culture of the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL a draft Resolution of the Parliament on
the amendment of the Regulations of the Council. Such specification of the Regulations of the
Council created appropriate preconditions for improving the performance of the Council as an
expert institutions and enhance the efficiency of its administrative management system.
The Council is composed of 29 members. According to the Regulations of the Council, its
Members are appointed for a term of office of five years, and for not more than two terms of
office in succession. Half of the Members of the Council are replaced at half-way of the five years'
term of office. The Council is composed of 9 Members of the Board, and the Committee of
Humanities and Social Sciences and the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences, each having
10 Members.
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Members of the seventh (VII) term of the Council were appointed by Resolution No.X-1545
of 15 May 2008 of the Parliament of the RL, and Resolution No. XI-1242 of 21 December 2010 of
the Parliament of the RL On the amendment of the Resolution of the Parliament On the
appointment of Members of the Research Council of Lithuania authorised the first rotation of the
Members of the Council. Until mid-2013, the Council was working of incomplete composition,
after June 2011, the Council received a letter of resignation of Prof. Asta Pundzienė, a member of
the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Council, and no new member was
appointed to her position.
In 2013, pending the expiry of the term of office of the Members of the Council appointed by
the Parliament in May 2008, the Council initiated and completed the formation of its VIII term of
office. The candidates to the posts of the Chairman of the Council, his deputies and the Scientific
Secretary were selected by the Minister of Education and Science following the extensive
consultations with the organisations representing researchers. On 25 March 2013, the selection
groups set up by the Prime Minister announced a competition to the Members of the Committee
of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences.
Researchers, scientists, and researcher organisations, as well as research and education
institutions, and public authorities were called to propose their candidates; also researchers
themselves could propose their candidatures. Out of 113 proposed and self-proposed researchers
the selection groups selected 20 candidates to each of the Committee of the Council. Out of the
short-listed candidates the Minister of Education and Science, in consultation with the candidate
Members of the Board, selected 5 candidates to Members of the Committee of Natural and
Technical Sciences, and 6 candidates to Members of the Committee of Humanities and Social
Sciences. Prior to submitting the list of the proposed candidates to the Government, the Ministry
of Education and Science published it for public discussion. Upon a proposal of the Government
the list of the Members of the Council was approved by the Parliament.
The Council of the eight (VIII) term started its activities upon the coming into effect of
Resolution No.XII-440 of 27 June 2013 of the Parliament On the appointment of the Members of
the Research Council of Lithuania. Dainius Haroldas Pauža, Professor of the Institute of Anatomy of
the Medical Academy of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences was appointed Chairman of
the Council for a term of office of five years, replacing Prof. Eugenijus Butkus who had been
chairing the Council for two terms in succession. Prior to the appointment to the post of the
Chairman Prof. Dainius Haroldas Pauža had been for five years a Member of the Committee of
Natural and Technical Sciences.
Apart from the Chairman Prof. Dainius Halroldas Pauža, other appointed Members of the
Board were Rūta Petrauskaitė, Professor of the Department of the Lithuanian Language of the
Faculty of Humanities of Kaunas Vytautas Magnus University (Deputy Chairperson of the Council,
Chairwoman of the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences), Konstantinas Pileckas,
Professor of the Department of Differential Equations and Numerical Mathematics of the Faculty
of Mathematics and Informatics of Vilnius University (Deputy Chairman of the Council, Chairman
of the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences), and the Scientific Secretary of the Council Dr.
Brigita Serafinavičiūtė. Prof. Rūta Petrauskaitė and Dr. Brigita Serafinavičiūtė were appointed to
the same positions for the second term of office, and Prof. Konstantinas Pileckas had been for five
years a Member of the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences. Other Members of the Board
were approved having regard to the proposals of the respective institutions: Kęstutis Jasiūnas,
Director General of UAB Ekspla was appointed upon a motion of the Committee of Education,
Science and Culture of the Parliament, Vladas Algirdas Bumelis, Director General of UAB
Kamieninių ląstelių tyrimų centras was proposed by the Prime Minister, and Vida Žagūnienė, Head
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of the Education, Culture and Social Sector Division of the Department of Budget of the Ministry of
Finance of the Republic of Lithuania, was proposed for the second term of office by the Ministry of
Finance, Valdemaras Razumas, President of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences was proposed for
the second term by the Academy of Sciences, and Svetlana Kauzonienė, Vice-Minister of Education
and Science was proposed by the Ministry of Education and Science.
Starting with July 2013, four new Members started working at the Committee of Natural and
Technical Sciences of the Council of the VIII term: Remigijus Leipus, Professor of the Department
of Econometric Analysis of the Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics of Vilnius University,
Arūnas Luoševičius, Professor of the Department of Signal Processing of the Faculty of
Telecommunications and Electronics of Kaunas University of Technology, Edita Sužiedėlienė, a
Professor of the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology of the Faculty of Natural
Sciences of Vilnius University, Assoc. Prof. Gytis Svirskis, Senior researcher of the Neuroscience
Institute of the Academy of Medicine of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences. Juozas Kulys,
Professor of the Department of Chemistry and Bioengineering of the Faculty of Fundamental
Sciences of Vilnius Gediminas Technical University.
Five new Members started working in the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences:
Tamara Bairašauskaitė, Chief researcher of the XIX c. history Division of the Lithuanian Institute of
History, Jurgita Staniškytė, Professor of the Department of Theatre Studies of the Faculty of Arts of
Vytautas Magnus University, Sigitas Urbonavičius, Professor of the Marketing Department of the
Faculty of Economics of Vilnius University, Regina Virvilaitė, Professor of the Marketing
Department of the Faculty of Economics and Management of Kaunas University of Technology,
Rita Žukauskienė, Professor at the Institute of Psychology of the Faculty of Social Technologies of
Mykolas Romeris University. Rita Šerpytytė, Professor of the Religious Studies and Research Centre
of Vilnius University was appointed a Member of the Committee for the second five-year term of
office.
The Council of complete composition was approved by Resolution No.XII-440 of 27 June
2013 of the Parliament.
The formation of the Council of renewed composition ensured smooth continuation of the
Council's activities facilitating the Council's efforts to perform and attain the objectives and targets
defined in its strategic plan.
Acting according to its Regulations approved by Resolution No.VIII-7 of 7 October 2013 the
Council approved several amendments to the Regulations of the Council thus providing a clearer
regulation for cases of substitution of the Chairman of the Council and Chairmen of the
Committees.

5.2. The organisational structure of the Council
The Council is made up of the Board, two expert committees – the Committee of Humanities
and Social Sciences, and the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences, and the Research
Foundation (Fig.1). The Committees of the Council are authorised to pass decisions on issues
related to the research areas under their supervision. The Board of the Council the activities
whereof are carried out by the Chairman of the Board, chairmen of the Committees, the Scientific
Secretary, the representatives appointed upon a motion of the Committee of Education, Science
and Culture of the Parliament, representatives delegated by the Prime Minister, the Ministry of
Education and Science, the Ministry of Finance, the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences draws up the
agendas of meetings, approves the expert groups proposed by the committees and examines
other issues.
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Fig. 1 The structure of the Council approved by Resolution No.8V-7 of 9 September 2013 of the Board of the
Council On the approval of the structure of the Research Foundation of the Research Council of Lithuania, and
supplemented by Order No. 381 of 4 November 2013 of the Chairman of the Council On the approval of the structure
of the Research Council of Lithuania.

The Council performs its tasks by providing and discussing recommendations regarding
different research policy areas and their implementation measures, the development of the
programme and competitive research funding, training of researchers, criteria for the assessment
of research activities of research institutions, and other issues assigned to its competence.
Proposals to the Council are submitted by its Committees, ad hoc working groups, experts,
research and studies and public authorities.
The documents produced by the Council and their drafts are introduced to the Ministry of
Education and Science, and other research and studies institutions. Resolutions of the Council, also
information on scheduled plenary meetings of the institution are published in the Council's
internet website at www.lmt.lt. Proposals and recommendations drafted by the Council are
communicated to the Parliament of the RL, the Government, the Ministry of Education and
Science and other public authorities. The Council maintains regular cooperation relations with the
Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament also the Ministry of Education and
Science.
The functions of the Research Foundation of the Council include implementation of
Resolutions passed by the Council, administration of calls for proposals, organisation of expert
evaluation process, also provision of assistance at meetings of different commissions and working
groups operating within the Council, drafting of descriptions of procedures for the implementation
of the Council's activities and of other procedural regulations, organisation of activities of the
Council, drafting of documents related to the administration of the State funds and the funds
allocated under the European Union (hereinafter – EU) structural assistance for the promotion of
science, research and development activities. Until 4 November 2013, the Research Foundation
was composed of the Research Funding Department and 6 Units: Units of Finance and Accounting,
Research Policy, International Cooperation, Support to Researchers, Research Programmes, Law
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and Administration (approved by Resolution No. 7V-121 of 10 January 2011 of the Board of the
Council). Resolution No.8V-7 of the Council of 9 September 2013 approved a renewed and a more
horizontal structure of the Research Foundation (Fig. 1). The changes included a specification of
the names of several units, abolition of the Research Funding Department, and the segregation of
the Human Resources Division from the Division of General Affairs.
With a view to implementing its strategic objectives the Research Foundation was
developing and managing its administrative activities, professional development of the personnel
and members of the Council (in educational establishments of Lithuania or the EU, training visits
to the Council's counterpart institutions), managing its financial accounting and improving its legal
regulation.
In 2013, the Research Foundation established 48 positions funded by State budget
appropriations, 17 positions funded by the technical assistance of the EU and other international
financial support, 8 positions funded from the EU structural funds projects, and 7 positions funded
from the Swiss financial assistance programme. Resolution No.SV-S-1463 of 1 February 2012 of the
Board of the Parliament of the RL increased the total maximum permissible number of civil
servants and employees working under employment contracts at the Research Foundation of the
Council to 63 positions (the number of the positions funded by the EU funds and the international
technical assistance resources was increased from 10 to 17) (Table 1). The Board of the Parliament
does not establish any maximum permissible number of positions funded from the EU structural
funds or the Swiss financial assistance.
Table 1. Total positions in the Council in 2013

Positions in the Council in 2013
Members of the Council: 29
Staff of the Research Foundation:
- positions funded from the State budget: 45
- positions funded from the EU and the international programme technical assistance
resources (positions within the Global grant measure): 17
- positions funded from the resources of the EU structural funds (positions within other EU
structural funds projects): 8*
- positions funded from the Swiss financial assistance programme: 7*
* - positions not included into the maximum allowable number of positions (see the text).

The Council is on a regular basis informing Lithuanian researchers, higher education and
research institutions and the media on calls for proposals and any new programmes launched and
the possibilities for researchers to benefit from such programmes, also presents results of
competitions as well as statistics of competitive funding.
The Council is on an increasing scale getting engaged in promotion of research and science.
As of now the Council does not yet have a single programme dedicated specifically for this area of
activity; however, it does support the initiative of different other organisations to implement the
programme and participates in different discussions on the promotion of science (two such
discussions took place in 2013). Other activities of the Council related to the promotion of science
in 2013:
 weekly TV programmes on research activities in progress and the outcomes attained (in
cooperation with the National Lithuanian Television);
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 annual scientific conferences and discussions used to present the results of the research
activities funded under the programmes administered by the Council (e. g., the annual
conferences on the National Research Programmes);
 discussion cycles inviting different researchers and scientists, politicians and
representatives of the public designed to present results of research activities in a popular manner
(a discussion in 2013 on the Lithuanian mental health policy Mental Health Challenges to
Contemporary Society: Opportunities of Scientific Knowledge; a conference Horizons of social
sciences and humanities held pending the Presidency of Lithuania of the Council of the EU
introduced to the society most relevant areas in the evaluation of social sciences and humanities
by presenting a research study in sociology Practice of evaluation of social sciences and humanities
in Lithuania).
During 2013, the Council organised more than 20 different events for applicants and the
Lithuanian research community on competitive funding issues (consultations, information days,
discussions).
The Council started major upgrading of its internet website www.lmt.lt. The most important
improvements will include an implementation of a calendar module of calls for proposals which is
designed to enable the Council to ensure a timely updating and dissemination of the information
on prospective calls, and will serve applicants as a good guidance in the realm of the competitive
funding implemented by the Council helping more efficient planning of participation in calls for
proposals.
News of the Council's website is subscribed by more than 2,500 subscribers. In the course of
the year the Council published nearly 200 different notices. Most of such notices are related to
calls for proposals, results of such calls and competitive funding; significant attention is paid to
international events that may be relevant for Lithuania, information is provided about other
activities of the Council, such as elections of the Supervisor of academic ethics, updating of the
composition of the Council.
The website of the Council on a regular basis publishes information of other institutions
about different calls and events that are relevant or interesting for the research community. In
2013, 33 such notices were published in the website of the Council. The website of the Council has
become a gateway for Lithuanian research and studies institutions to search for information on
competitions for positions in such institutions and the dissertations defended in Lithuania. By 31
December 2012, the dissertation database of the Council contained total 2,951 entries.
Shortly visitors of the website will be able to more expediently and comprehensively learn
the results of the calls. In this relation the Council initiated the development of an electronic
system for search of competition results common for all programmes and providing a possibility
for internet users to get better familiar with the results of research activities attained within the
projects financed by the Council. The electronic system is scheduled to be introduced in the first
half of 2014. The Council was also improving the electronic system for submission and expert
evaluation of proposals and the related reports of the projects.
On 13 December 2013, the Council concluded an agreement with the European Science
Foundation (ESF) concerning an external evaluation of the Council's performance. The ESF has
accumulated extensive expertise in evaluating such institutions as the Council. Having started its
operations in 2008, in the period of 5 years the Council became an important part of research and
studies system not only as an advisor on science policy issues, but also as an institution
implementing the principle of competitive funding of science. Five years of activities is a sufficient
time span to evaluate the performance of the Council and project the guidelines for its forthcoming
activities. As part of the external evaluation process the Council carried out self-evaluation of its
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performance involving in the process Members of the Council and employees of the Research
Foundation. The evaluation was carried out by an expert group of 6 most experienced foreign
experts. On 11-13 November 2013, the expert panel visited the Council, met with representatives of
the Council's management, also those from the Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the
Parliament, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Economy, other public authorities
related to activities of the Council, experts of the Council and a number of researchers that were or
were not recognised as successful applicants in calls for proposals. The evaluation of the Council is
scheduled to be completed in spring 2014. The Report on the evaluation of the Council will be
circulated to the Parliament, the Government and the Ministry of Education and Science.

5.3. Advisory activities of the Council
5.3.1.

Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures

In 2013, by way of competition the Council selected a candidate to the position of the
Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures. The third competition to the position of the
Supervisor was published on 5 February 2013, after at the selections of 2011 and 2012 none of the
candidates collected the required number of votes. The Council launched the competition acting
in accordance with the Law on Higher Education and Research, the Regulations of the Supervisory
authority for academic ethics and procedures, and the Regulations of the Council.
Three candidates were proposed for the position of the Supervisor of academic ethics and
procedures. Having evaluated the feedback from the public and interviewed the candidates, the
Commission for the selection of the Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures submitted two
candidates for the consideration by the Council: Assoc. Prof. Rasa Bobinienė, Senior researcher of
the Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, and Vigilijus Sadauskas, Senior advisor for the
Ministry of Transport and Communications, Assoc. Prof. at Vilnius Gediminas Technical University. At
the open plenary meeting of the Council on 13 May 2013, both candidates exercised their right to
present their guidelines on future activities and responded to the questions of the Members of the
Council. Out of 22 Members of the Council present at the meeting 17 voted in favour of Vigilijus
Sadauskas, and 5 ballots were recognised invalid. The candidacy of Vigilijus Sadauskas to the position
of the Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures was submitted to the Parliament.
The candidate to the position of the Supervisor is considered approved provided the meeting
of the Council is attended by not less than two thirds of all members of the Council and not less than
half of them vote in favour of the candidate. Having, by secret ballot, elected one candidate the
Council submits the candidate for a 5-year term of office to the Parliament. The same person may
not be appointed to the position of the Supervisor for more than two successive terms of office.
While holding the position the Supervisor shall not take any other post.
By its Resolution No.XII-395 of 18 June 2013, the Parliament appointed Vigilijus Sadauskas to
the position of the Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures of the Council.
The first assignment for the Supervisor is to register the Supervisory authority for academic
ethics and procedures, and start organising its activities.
5.3.2.

Commission on ethics of research activities

The Commission on ethics of research activities examines infringement of principles of ethics
in research activities related to projects financed by the Council, also to evaluation and publication
of research results, expert activities of researchers, organisation of research work, dissemination of
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research knowledge in the society, other activities of the Council. In its activities the Commission
adheres to the principles of ethics in research activities of the Research Council of Lithuania defining
ethical research activities and the provisions for ethical behaviour of researchers approved by
Resolution No. VII-102 of 7 May 2012 of the Council, and the Descriptor of the procedure for the
examination of notifications related to infringements of ethics of research activities at the Research
Council approved by Resolution No.VII-126 of 17 December 2012 of the Council.
In 2013, the Commission considered several applications to examine the alleged violations of
ethical behaviour in research activities.
The composition of the Commission was updated by Resolution No. VIII-4 of 7 October 2013.
5.3.3.

Preparation for new national research programmes

In 2013, the Council organised and coordinated the procedure for the submission of
proposals regarding the National Research Programmes (NRP) to be implemented, and the expert
evaluation and generalisation of the submitted proposals.
In July 2013, the Council submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science a proposal to
supplement the list of NRPs by five new programmes. The programmes proposed would provide
for financing of new interdisciplinary research activities in the prescribed field providing for
conditions to address issues that are strategically relevant not only for the Lithuanian, but also the
entire European society. Having considered the conclusions of the experts concerning the NRP to
be developed, the Council proposed to develop two new programmes in the area of social
sciences and humanities (SSH), and three programmes in the area of biomedicine, physical,
technology and agriculture sciences (NTS).
The selection of the proposals for the NRP to be developed was conducted in accordance with
the Regulations of the National Research Programmes approved by Resolution No.731 of 16 July 2008
of the Government, and the Descriptor of the procedure for the drawing up and implementation of
national research programmes approved by Resolution No.VII-91 of 2 January 2012 of the Council.
Total 46 proposals were submitted for the selection of the NRP published by the Council. The
call for proposals was open from 25 January to 15 April 2013. Eligible to submit proposals were
research and studies and public administration institutions, researchers and other natural and legal
persons. All the received proposals were published on the internet website of the Council.
Following the public consultations the Council passed its decision concerning the new research
programmes proposed to be implemented, and its priority list at its plenary meeting. The list of the
NRP to be developed proposed to the Ministry of Education and Science contained the following
proposed programmes: Modernity in Lithuania (SSH), Welfare society (SSH), Towards future
technologies (NTS), Healthy aging (NTS), Sustainability of agro, forest and water ecosystems (NTS).
The NRP proposed to be developed and implemented were distinguished for the novelty and
the relevance of the problems addressed, substantiation of the funding allocated to the
programmes, and best matched the possibilities of the country's researchers to attain the
objectives and address the tasks of the programmes. With a view to better complying with the
requirements for the NRP, several proposals in the areas of natural and technical sciences were
merged into a single programme proposal. The new NRP were proposed to be implemented in the
course of 6-7 years as a vehicle to finance large scale research activities. Some of the new NRP
would mean a continuation of the currently implemented NRP: Future energy (2010–2014),
Chronic non-infectious diseases (2010–2014), Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human
impact (2010–2014), Social challenges to national security (2009–2013), Healthy and safe food
(2011–2015), State and nation: heritage and identity (2010–2014).
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By his Order No.V-949 of 11 October 2013, the Minister of Education and Science approved a
new list of the NRP that included all the proposed programmes. Having been authorised to
manage the programmes late in 2013 the Council started drawing up the draft programmes.
Taking into consideration the results of public consultations and the evaluations presented by
foreign experts, the draft projects will be presented for approval to the Ministry of Education and
Science. Provided the new NRPs are endorsed, the research activities under such programmes are
expected to be launched in 2015.
NRP is one of the mechanisms of competitive funding of research. With a view to ensuring
appropriate funding for highest competence research activities and promoting the competitiveness
of Lithuanian science, implementers of the measures under the programmes are selected by way of
public competition.
5.3.4.

Long-term institutional R&D programmes

Acting in accordance with provisions of the Descriptor of the procedure for the initiation,
approval, implementation and evaluation of long-term institutional research and development
(social, cultural) programmes approved by Order No.V-153 of 31 January 2011 of the Council
experts of the Council evaluated the reports for 2012 of long-term institutional research and
development programmes of a number of State research institutes, such as the Centre for Physical
Sciences and Technology, the Nature Research Centre, the Innovative Medicine Centre, the
Lithuanian Agrarian and Forestry Research Centre, the Lithuanian Energy Institute, the Institute of
the Lithuanian Language, the Institute of Lithuanian History, the Institute of the Lithuanian
Literature and Folklore, the Lithuanian Culture Research Institute and the Lithuanian Social
Research Centre (total 50 reports of the programmes). Having evaluated the reports experts of the
Council proposed that the implementation of the Programmes be continued. Having considered
the proposals submitted by experts of the Council the Minister of Education and Science decided
to approve the continuation of the programmes.
By his Order No.V-666 of 17 July 2013, the Minister of Education and Science approved the
specified numbers of positions and instructed the Nature Research Centre, the Centre for Physical
Sciences and Technology, the Institute of the Lithuanian Literature and Folklore, the Institute of
Lithuanian History, and the State Research Institute – Innovative Medicine Centre to submit
revised drafts of long-term institutional programmes that were positively evaluated by experts of
the Council. Experts also evaluated a draft long-term institutional programme developed in 2013
by the Institute of Law of Lithuania.
5.3.5.

Open Access

During 2013, the Council continued to be part of the discussion on the Open Access
initiative. The key principles of open access are published in three fundamental documents:
Budapest Open Access Initiative (2002), Beteshda Statement on Open Access Publishing (2003),
and the Berlin Declaration on Open Access (2003). The obligation to publicly present results of
research activities prescribed in the Law on Higher Education and Research is partly fulfilled by the
Council. Agreements on funding research projects provide that following three years from the end
of the project implementation institutions must provide for an access to the data and the results
obtained by virtue of the project, and the Council must ensure access to the summary final report
of the project. In 2013, the task force on open access to scientific and research information under
the Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO circulated the Appeal to Lithuanian research and
education institution concerning open access to research information. The task force concluded
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the presence of efforts at research and education institutions to develop their proprietary open
access policy, draft the regulations and recommendations on the open access to research
production of Universities and other research activities; the institutions are organising public
seminars and workshops, and disseminating information on open access and its benefit to the
society. However, all those activities clearly lacked some systemic background.
In June 2013, the Secretariat of the Lithuanian National Commission applied to the Ministry
of Education and Science concerning an appointment of an institution responsible for open access
to research information. Having considered the proposal on 27 June 2013 submitted by the
Ministry of Education and Science to become the institution responsible for coordinating the
issues related to open access to research information, the Council agreed to undertake this
important task. While responding to the letter of 13 December 2013 of the Ministry of Education
and Science the Council also appointed its representative to the National Contact Points group on
research information of the European Commission.
The Council is part of the working group on data access issues set up by Science Europe
association. Science Europe is a member of the Global Research Council (GRC), and was submitting
proposals concerning the planned global survey designed to clarify the situation related to open
access. The survey is scheduled to be launched in the first half of 2014. The Council will also be part
of the survey.
In 2013, the Council, in cooperation with another 15 organisations from different EU
Member States filed a proposal for the project Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies For
European Union Research; PASTEUR4OA. The project will be launched in February 2014, and
facilitate a well-coordinated formation of policy on open access issues.
5.3.6.

Recognition of doctoral degrees in research (art) acquired abroad

In 2013, for the purpose of the implementation of Resolution No. 212 of 29 February 2012 of
the Government of the RL On the approval of the Description of the procedure for the recognition
of education and qualifications related to higher education and acquired in accordance with
educational programmes of foreign States and international organisations the Council was
continuing its work in relation to the academic recognition of foreign doctoral degrees in the areas
of science (art), acting in accordance with the Methodology for the assessment of research (art)
doctoral degrees acquired in foreign States approved by Resolution No. VII-106 of 25 June 2012.
In 2013, 18 individuals applied to the Council with a request to recognise the doctoral
degrees in research (art) awarded to them by foreign research and education institutions. The
Commission authorised to assess qualifications acquired abroad recognised 12 qualifications
acquired in foreign research and education institutions to be equivalent to doctoral degree in
science (art) awarded in the Republic of Lithuania. The remaining eight applications are still in the
process of consideration, and two applicants were requested to submit additional information.
5.3.7.

Doctoral studies in research and art

While implementing legal acts of the Government and the Ministry of Education and Science
governing research and art doctoral studies, and acting in accordance with the Descriptor of the
procedure for the evaluation of the applications to be authorised to provide doctoral degree
approved by Resolution No.VII-53 of 6 December of the Council, the Council in 2013 examined and
submitted its recommendations concerning two applications for the authorisation to conduct
doctoral studies: in the area of physical and social sciences. Having examined the submitted
documents and assessed the need and the reasonableness of doctoral studies, the competence of
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members of doctoral studies' committees and other researchers involved in the doctoral studies
process in the areas requested to be authorised, the efficiency of the doctoral studies conducted
in previous years, also the infrastructure of the research conducted by institutions, as well as the
submitted regulations of doctoral studies, the Council did not recommend the Ministry of
Education and Science to be authorised to conduct doctoral studies. The principal reason for the
refusal decision was a narrow range of the branches in the fields of the requested doctoral studies,
and an insufficient research potential in the respective research fields.
In 2013, the Council was also examining the amendments to the regulations of members of
doctoral studies' committees and doctoral studies submitted by different institutions, i.e.,
changes in the composition of the committees of doctoral studies in the areas of political sciences,
biochemistry and physics of Vilnius University, also in the areas of ecology and environmental
research implemented by Vytautas Magnus University in cooperation with Aleksandras Stulginskis
University and Klaipėda University, amendments to the regulations of doctoral studies in the area
of management implemented by ISM University of Management and Economics in cooperation
with Aarhus University (Denmark), BI Norway Business School and Tartu University.
Upon a request of the Ministry of Education and Science the Council, having considered and
assessed the efficiency of research activities and doctoral studies conducted by research and
studies institutions, the Council drew up a proposal concerning the distribution of the places of
doctoral studies among Universities and institutes in 2013.
Since 2011, the Council has been implementing a European Union structural funds project
Improvement of training high qualification specialists for the development of research-intensive
sub-sectors of economy – NKPDOKT supporting the training of high qualification specialists
(doctoral students) in the fields of research related to the subject matter of national integrated
programmes (more about the project in Chapter 6.1.8 of the Report).
In response to the applications filed by research and studies institutions and acting in
accordance with the provisions of Article 48 of the Law on Education and Science, the Council
submitted proposals to the Government concerning amendments to the Regulations on doctoral
studies. The proposed amendments would provide for a possibility for research and studies
institution to become part of doctoral studies process and implement doctoral studies together with
other institutions already authorised in respective research areas. The proposed amendments to the
regulations of research doctoral studies were approved by Resolution No. 768 of 21 August 2013.
According to the Regulations on research doctoral studies the Council is obliged, not less
frequently than every three years to arrange for evaluation of doctoral studies implemented by an
institution, and submit respective proposals to the Ministry of Education and Science. In 2013, the
Council drew up a draft Descriptor of the procedure for the evaluation of research doctoral studies,
following which the Council shall organise evaluations of doctoral studies implemented by
different institutions. In November 2013, the draft Descriptor was published in the website of the
Council for public discussion. The Descriptor of the Procedure for the evaluation of research
doctoral studies was approved by Resolution No.VIII-12 of December 2013 of the Council. The
Council will commence, according to a pre-announced schedule, evaluating the doctoral studies
currently implemented starting from the first half of 2014.
5.3.8.

Development of research infrastructure

Acting in accordance with the relevant provisions of Council regulation (EC) No. 723/2009 On
the Community legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) (OJ
2009 L 206), and the Law on Higher Education and Research of the RL as well as the Descriptor of
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the procedure for the participation in international research infrastructures approved by Order
No.V-1068 of 2 July 2012 of the Minister of Education and Science, the Council by its Resolution
No.VII-127 of 17 December 2012 approved the Descriptor of the procedure for the initiation of the
participation of Lithuanian institutions in international research infrastructures. The Descriptor
regulates the drawing up and evaluation at the Council of the plan for the membership of
Lithuanian institutions in international research infrastructures, and the procedure for passing of
the Council's recommendations concerning such participation. The final decision concerning the
participation of Lithuanian institutions in international research infrastructures is passed by the
Government of the RL on the proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science.
For the purpose of addressing the issues related to research infrastructures by its Resolution
No. VII-130 of 17 December 2012 the Council set up and approved the Commission for Research
Infrastructures (hereinafter – CRI), which in 2013 examined the plans submitted by national
infrastructure consortia and institutions concerning the participation in international CRIs. Three
of the submitted plans were approved by the CRI, and subsequently - by the Council: the plan for
the membership in the international research infrastructure European Social Survey (ESS), the plan
for the membership in the Common Language Resources and Technology Infrastructure (CLARIN),
and the membership plan for the Council of European Social Science Data Archives (CESSDA).
The Chairman of the CRI Commission was delegated as the representative of the Council to
the expert panel of research infrastructures set up by the Baltic States.
5.3.9.

Expert panel for the evaluation of R&D terms of reference, and the Commission for the
evaluation of selection of R&D services and their providers

Acting in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for the procurement of research
and development services except the research and development services the benefit derived from
which is used only for operating projects of the contracting authority and which are fully paid up by
the contracting authority approved by Resolution No. 772 of 22 June 2011 of the Government of
the Republic of Lithuania, and the Descriptor of the procedure for the evaluation of terms of
reference of research and development works approved by Resolution No. VII-85 of 21 November
2011 of the Council, the Expert panel for the evaluation R&D Terms of Reference in 2013 was
evaluating the Terms of Reference of R&D tasks submitted by the Directorate of Tytūvėnai
Regional Park and the Ministry of the Environment. The terms of reference of R&D works are
submitted for the evaluation through the database of commissioned research and development
works of Ministries, Government institutions and institutions under Ministries managed by the
Research, innovations and technologies agency (MITA), or directly to the Council requesting to
establish, by way of expert evaluation, whether or not the works performed are eligible be
recognised as R&D works.
Acting in accordance with the Procedure for the selection of research and development
services and the providers of such services approved by Resolution No.VII-85 of 21 November 2011
of the Council, the Commission for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection of R&D
services and their providers approved by Resolution No. 7V-236 of 16 January 2012 was evaluating
the applications filed by the Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre, the
Ministry of the Environment and other institutions. The R&D services intended to be procured and
the procedure for the selection of R&D services providers are evaluated with a view to establishing
whether the services intended to be procured are related to the respective R&D results, or are
necessary for the attainment of the respective R&D outcomes, and whether the R&D services
provider selection procedure anticipated by the customer has been developed following the
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principles of transparency, clearness, objectivity and non-discrimination, and provide for a
selection of providers of appropriate competence.
The procedures for the evaluation of the services intended to be procured and the selection
of the service providers are in detail defined in the Rules of Procedures of the Commission for the
evaluation of the procedure for the selection of R&D services and their providers approved by
Order No. 54 of 28 February 2012 of the Chairman of the Council. The Council has been
performing this function since 2011.
5.3.10. Art Commission
Early in 2012 the Art commission of the Council was assigned a task to examine the concept
of Culture development through research (approved by Order No.V-2371 of 1 December 2011 of
the Minister of Education and Science of the RL), and the proposal related to the Concept
submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science to include the programme of culture
development through research into one of the research programmes currently implemented.
In 2013, the Art Commission of the Council worked out a project of the Programme of
culture development through scientific and art research (hereinafter – the Programme), and
drafted other related documents (criteria for the evaluation of suppliers of Programme projects,
criteria for the evaluation of Programme projects, and expected Programme outcomes). On the
basis of the project of the Programme the Council developed a special call for proposals by
researcher groups to submit Culture development projects (more on the call for proposals – in
Chapter 6.1.8 of the Report).
In May 2011, the Art Commission was set up and assigned a task to submit proposals to the
Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Council concerning doctoral studies in arts,
development of cultural industries, development of individual fields of art, evaluation of art works,
qualification requirements for art workers, fields in art research, programmes and projects and
other related issues.
5.3.11. Other expert-advisory activities of the Council
In addition to the activities pursued and the proposals submitted as earlier described the
Council was also accomplishing other significant assignments.
The Council was participating in the process of developing the strategy for Smart
specialisation: proposing candidates for expert panels for discussions in priority areas,
representatives of the Council participated at meetings of the coordination groups, discussing the
draft Resolution of the Government On the approval of the development of priority areas of
research and development (social and cultural), and appointed its representative to the Research,
Development and Innovation Strategy Council chaired by the Prime Minister.
The Committee for Humanities and Social Sciences was coordinating the activities of experts
developing the action plan in the development of Lithuanian studies for 2013-2020. The
developed draft plan of the project was submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science.
The Council submitted its opinion to the Ministry of Education and Science concerning the
effective methodology for the evaluation of research (art) works of Lithuanian research and
studies institutions; the methodology was considered to be excessively formal, not sufficiently
reflective of the quality of research (art) activities, and therefore needed to be accordingly
adjusted. The relevant provisions of the methodology were proposed to be amended by refusing
the principles of qualitative evaluation of research performance, and further using the principle
only for the purpose of accounting of research output. The principles of such accounting must be
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brought into line with the international statistics system, as well as the criteria and the indicators
for the requirements for the basic funding of institutions, programme-based and competitive
funding, and the minimal qualification requirements of research fellows at research and studies
institutions.
The Council delegated its representatives to the electors of the meeting of the Lithuanian
Council for Culture, also its representatives to the inter-ministerial task force of the Baltic States,
the Commission for the determination of seniority of researchers under the Ministry of Education
and Science, to the Steering committee of the project The establishment and implementation of
the system of national science popularisation measures implemented by the Lithuanian Academy
of Sciences, also the Steering Committee of the project Development of progressive electronic
services for e-science and the science gateway implemented by the Agency for Science, Innovation
and Technology (MITA), in addition to other working groups and committees. In 2013, Prof.
Gražina Daunoravičienė was working as a representative of the Council at the Lithuanian
Television and Radio Board.
The Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences submitted its opinion concerning a
possibility to defray from the funds of the Council the charge for the ethical expertise of
biomedical trials carried out by doctoral students. Having decided that the competitive financing
schemes were not suitable for the purpose the Committee proposed to search for other more
suitable approaches.
The Council was submitting proposals to the Audit Committee of the Parliament concerning
expert evaluation of research projects financed from the State budget and their reports.
The Council was also active in submitting comments concerning draft legal acts submitted
for approval by other public authorities and related to higher education and research institutions,
their activities, finance and accounting matters, support from the European Union structural funds
and its administration.

5.4. Implementation of the programme-based competitive funding of research and
development (social, cultural)
Competitions for proposals according to the funding schemes managed by the Council were
first launched in 2009. A number of different competitions were held in the period from 2011 to
2012. In the course of the past years the list of programmes awarded funding has been
substantially expanded, significant efforts dedicated to the formation of competitive funding
practice: the Council has drawn up a series of descriptors related to competitions and other
documents, formed expert panels, examined and coordinated specific aspects of expert evaluation
related to the organisation of expert evaluation, knowledge of the specific area, confidentiality,
etc. Currently there are 7 standing commissions operating within the Council charged with the
task of ensuring a proper functioning of the competitive funding activities.
The Council is continuously seeking improving the legal acts and regulations underlying the
implementation of competitive funding of research activities. Major accomplishments in 2013:
1. amendments to the Descriptor of the procedure for the preparation and implementation
of National Research Programmes approved by Resolution No. VII-132 of 21 January 2013 and
Resolution No. VIII-11 of 16 December 2013 of the Council; the amendments specified the concept
of the Contracting authority, the terms for the use of the funds allocated for the implementation
of projects, abolished the list of institutions not fulfilling the tasks assigned to the Council,
established a later date for the submission of annual and final reports to the Council, and
abolished the group for the preparation of national research programmes;
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2. amendments to the Descriptor of the procedure for the funding of researcher group
projects approved by Resolution No.VII-133 of 21 January 2013; the amendments specified the
concept of the Contracting authority, the terms for the use of the funds allocated for the
implementation of projects, abolished the list of institutions not fulfilling the tasks assigned to the
Council;
3. amendments to the Descriptor of the procedure for the implementation of the National
Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 approved by Resolution VII-134 of 21
January 2013 and Resolution VIII-119 of 7 October 2013 of the Council; the amendments specified
the concept of the Contracting authority, the terms for the use of the funds allocated for the
implementation of projects, abolished the list of institutions not fulfilling the tasks assigned to the
Council;
4. amendment to the Descriptor of the procedure for the awarding of doctoral grants for
academic achievements and support for academic trips approved by Resolution No.VIII-6 of 7
October 2013 of the Council which authorised the use of support funds not only for the daily
allowances, but also to cover the meals expenses;
5. amendments to the Descriptor of the procedure for the expert evaluation of research
projects and their reports approved by Resolution No.VIII-9 of 16 December 2013 of the Council
that specified the procedure for the payment for expert work and the procedure for the
calculation of such payments;
6. amendments to the Descriptor of the procedure for the expert evaluation of
dissemination projects approved by Resolution No. VIII-10 of 16 December 2013 of the Council
that specified the procedure for the payment for expert work and the procedure for the
calculation of such payments.
Further, by Order No. V-2 of 3 January 2013 of the Chairman, the Council approved a new
standard form for the computation of project expenses, and Order No. V-12 of 9 January 2013 of
the Chairman approved a model list of the changes in the Project costs that are considered
ineligible by the Research Council of Lithuania; the amendments to the list were approved by
Order No. V-153 of 16 April 2013, and Order No. V-259 of 25 July 2013.
With a view to introducing applicants and project implementers to the regulations of
competitions and the requirements for the projects in progress the Council organises, several
times per year, meetings with academic community. Thus in April 2013, the Council organised a
workshop on amendments to agreements on research projects financed by the Council, and the
procedure for the use of funds. In December 2013, the Council was hosting a discussion on expert
evaluation of proposals for projects. The Council used the event as an opportunity to present its
expertise in expert evaluation of proposals for research projects and the respective reports
accumulated in Lithuania and foreign countries, and discuss with the academic community
peculiarities of expert evaluation and possible areas for improvement. The discussions started in
that relation are planned to be continued.
In 2013, the Council published 47 calls for proposals to participate in competitions,
representing nearly a third of all calls published in 2009-2012 (total 140). The results of the
implementation of the programme-based competitive funding of the R&D (social, cultural) in 2013
are summarised in Table 2 and Fig. 2.
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Table 2. The results of the implementation of the programme-based competitive funding of the R&D (social,
cultural) of 2013 (except the EU structural assistance projects).

No

Projects funded in
Activities in the implementation of the programme-based competitive R&D
2013 (including
(social, cultural) development
commitments from
previous years)

1

National research programmes

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6

State and nation: heritage and identity (2010-2014)
Social challenges to national security (2009-2013)
Chronic non-infectious diseases (2010-2014)
Future energy (2010-2014)
Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact (2010-2014)
Healthy and safe food (2011–2015)

2

Development and other programmes

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015
Researcher teams projects
Breakthrough ideas projects
Long-term institution-based research programme in economics (2012-2014)

3

International cooperation programmes

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

Lithuanian-Latvian-Taiwanese
Lithuanian-Belorussian
Lithuanian-French
Lithuanian-Ukrainian

4

Support:

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

Support for academic associations
Support for researcher travel
Scholarships to doctor's degree students for academic achievements
Support to academic trips of doctor's degree students
Support for research events
Support to publication of research articles and books
Total:

Funding
granted in
2013,
thous. LTL

41
23
19
11
13
17

4,510.44
2,591.9
3,952.5
2,935.2
3,327.4
3,884.9

119
229
16
1

5,662.4
22,338.8
599.1
1,249.0

9
15
12
12

445.8
239.8
124.5
204.3

33
0
482
61
61
8

132.1
0
2,617.0
181.5
526.4
33.1
54,779.6

Fig. 2. Break-down of the projects funded in 2013 by the Council, and of the funds allocated according to the
principal areas of funding activities (except the projects funded from the EU structural assistance).
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5.4.1.

National research programmes

During 2013, total six National Research Programmes (hereinafter – NRP) approved by
Orders of the Minister of Education and Science were continued to be implemented:
1. NRP State and nation: heritage and identity (approved by Order No.V-7 of 5 January
2010);
2. NRP Social challenges to national security (approved by Order No.V-2334 of 17
December 2010);
3. NRP Chronic non-infectious diseases (approved by Order No.V-952 of 19 June 2010);
4. NRP Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact (Order No. V-951 of 19
June 2010);
5. NRP Future energy (approved by Order No.V-950 of 19 June 2010);
6. NRP Healthy and safe food (approved by order No.V-694 of 26 April 2011).
Order No.V-949 of 11 October 2013 of the Minister of Education and Science approved the
list of five new national research programmes:
1. Modernity in Lithuania;
2. Welfare society;
3. Towards future technologies;
4. Healthy aging;
5. Sustainability of agro, forest and water ecosystems.
Currently the projects of these National Research Programmes are in the process of
development (more on the preparation for new NRP – in Chapter 5.3.3 of the Report).
5.4.1.1. State and nation: heritage and identity
The objective of the NRP State and nation: heritage and identity is to formulate the general
theoretical concept of social and cultural identity, to examine and evaluate the development of
specific identity forms from the viewpoint of heritage, contemporary state of identity and impacts
of the modern world challenges. The following tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of
the programme:
1. basic research of the preconditions of the identity, its conception and expression forms
and development, and the forms of the social and cultural identity of the Lithuanian society, their
development and prospects;
2. research of the discourse of historic consciousness, the historic memory of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania and the formation of the modern national identity in the XIX-XX c., also
research of the Soviet period legacy and its management, consciousness of the emigration, selfconsciousness and the preserved identity;
3. research of the relation between the cultural heritage and the society, and the
development of the infrastructure required for the research of the heritage and identity;
4. research of the nature of the impact of the different (including the new ones) challenges
of the modern world – globalisation, secularisation and others upon the identity, the State,
language and culture;
5. development of the concept of the integrated information infrastructure of the
Lithuanian heritage and identity.
In 2010–2012, total 61 projects were supported according to 5 calls for proposals for the
NRP State and nation: heritage and identity. During 2013, 41 projects were continuing the planned
research activities and were allocated LTL 4,748,000. In 2013, project implementers under the
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programme published 198 scientific articles in peer-reviewed publications, and wrote 16
monographs.
5.4.1.2. Social challenges to national security
The objective of NRP Social challenges to national security is to reveal the nature, content,
scale and trends of social phenomena threatening national security as well as to develop strategic
solutions and provide recommendations to overcome these threats. The following five tasks have
been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:
1. surveys of the country's demographic development;
2. surveys of the country's human resources, labour market policy and employment;
3. surveys of social welfare;
4. surveys of criminogenic processes threatening personal or public security;
5. performing of surveys of psychosocial interfaces and the subjective welfare.
In 2013, 23 projects were implemented under the programme (total funding allocation – LTL
2,591,900), in addition to the evaluation of 4 annual and 8 final reports. Another 19 final reports
will be evaluated in the course of 2014.
The year 2013 is the concluding year for the programme. Currently the final report of the
programme is being drawn up and will summarise the results of all projects implemented in 20092013, and assess the results achieved. The final report will be considered in accordance with the
Descriptor of the procedure for the preparation and the implementation of National Research
Programmes: the report has been drafted and discussed by the programme implementation group
and will be submitted for the evaluation of Lithuanian and/or foreign experts and published in the
website of the Council for public discussion. Adjusted having regard to the feedback and
comments received the Report will be submitted for approval to the Council. The final report of
the Programme and its evaluation summary will be published in the website of the Council.
5.4.1.3. Chronic non-infectious diseases
The goal of the NRP Chronic non-infectious diseases is to gain new scientific knowledge
required to reduce the morbidity, mortality and disability of the Lithuanian population caused by
major chronic non-infectious diseases, develop the strategic principles for the prevention of such
diseases and create further improved methods for their prevention and diagnostics. Two principal
research tasks were defined for the purpose of the implementation of the programme in 20102014:
1. establish the impact of social, economic, life-style and biological factors upon the risk of
falling ill with CNID by Lithuanian residents, and provide scientific grounds for the strategic
principles of prevention and control of such diseases;
2. develop the comprehensive analysis, molecular marker and non-invasive visualisation
methods for the prevention and an early diagnostics of CNIDs.
In 2013, the Council evaluated 14 annual reports of the projects implemented under the
Programme. Total in the year being reviewed 19 projects were implemented, of which 5 projects
were completed by 31 December 2013. Total allocations for the implementation of the project in
2013 amounted to LTL 3,952,500.
5.4.1.4. Future energy
The aim of the NRP Future energy is to address the most relevant scientific problems
concerning the Lithuania's energy security, improvement of energy efficiency and the production
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of future energy as well as development of supply technologies and optimization of their usage.
The following tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:
1. development and surveys of Lithuania's energy security and its development models;
2. development of the scientific base for the production, supply and efficient consumption
of future energy.
In 2013, 11 projects were in the process of implementation allocated total LTL 2,935,200.
The Council evaluated the annual reports of the projects implemented under the programme.
5.4.1.5. Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact
The NRP Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact aims at obtaining new
scientific knowledge on contemporary and historical impact of biologic invasions towards the
structure of biologic systems, their functioning and evolution with a view to clarifying the basic
adaptation patterns of ecosystems and their components in the context of global changes. In
addition, it aims at implementing a complex evaluation of the current state of ecosystems, their
biological diversity and resource availability given the impact of global biologic invasions, while
identifying the most common adaptability and mitigation measures. The Programme sets the
following three research tasks:
1. analysis, on the basis of biogeochemical indicators, of the changes in the
paleoenvironmental conditions establishing their stages and relationship with the globally
recorded Quaternary fluctuations, identifying the impact of the paleoenvironment factors upon
the patterns of species invasion (expansion) and adaptation;
2. study of the invasiveness of alien species, their evolutionary (genomic) changes and
adaptation in new localities, by drafting the guidelines for the assessment, forecasting and
management of biological invasions under the conditions of the global environmental change;
3. identification of the vulnerability of native species and their adaptation under the
conditions of biological invasion and other global changes, and identification of the environmental
impacts and socio-economic consequences of the invasions and species range change on the
current biological diversity, and the organisation, functions and evolution of communities and
ecosystems.
In 2012, 13 projects were under implementation, total allocations amounted to LTL
4,869,700, and the Council evaluated the annual reports of the projects.
5.4.1.6. Healthy and safe food
The NRP Healthy and safe food is designed to obtain and systematise new scientific
knowledge required for the development of the relevant research methods and the application of
bio-substances to new, safe and higher quality food products or enhanced biological value
complying with the healthy nutrition principles and competitive at domestic and foreign markets;
develop the theoretical basis for technologies of functional food products while rationally using
local raw materials and ensuring the safe supply of food products to consumers. The Programme
sets the following two tasks:
1. analysis and identification of the changes of biologically valuable and hazardous
substances while raising animals and plants for food, storing and processing agricultural raw
materials, and development of technology prototypes enhancing the safety and quality of food
products;
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2. analysis and assessment of food components from the chemical, biological, toxicological
aspects as well as from the point of view of their impact upon food matrices in developing safer
food products of enhanced biological value.
In 2013, the Council evaluated 12 annual and final reports of the projects implemented
under the programme in the course of the current or previous years. Having published the Third
call for proposals for the projects under the programme, the Council received 25 proposals; the
expert evaluation of the proposals lasted until the end of the year. In 2013, 17 projects were
implemented under the programme (total allocation – LTL 3,884,000).
5.4.2.

Development and other programmes
5.4.2.1. The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 was the first
programme the Council launched in 2009 for the purpose of implementing its model of
programme-based and competitive funding of research activities.
Late in 2012, the Council published the Seventh call for proposals to implement projects
under four groups of measures of the programme:
1. research in different fields of Lithuanian studies, dissemination of the results of such
research, and enhancement of researcher qualification;
2. development and monitoring of digital information resources in Lithuanian studies;
3. national and international dissemination of studies of Lithuanian philology, promotion
of international relations and international recognition;
4. publishing of research papers in the area of Lithuanian studies.
Within the validity of the call 62 research and 89 dissemination projects were filed and
subject to expert evaluation in 2013. Funding was allocated to 18 research and 42 dissemination
projects.
The Seventh call for proposals to implement projects according to the same four groups of
measures of the programme was published in October 2013. Under the October call for proposals
the Council received 110 proposals for research projects and 97 proposals for dissemination
projects. The expert evaluation of the submitted proposals is in progress.
Total in 2013, 6 research and 59 dissemination projects were implemented under the
programme and were allocated LTL 5,662,000. 47 research and 32 dissemination projects
submitted their reports to be evaluated by the Council.
More about the Programme see the Annex to the Report (National Lithuanian studies
development programme for 2009-2015: annual implementation team report for 2013).
5.4.2.2. Long-term institution-based programme in economic research
In 2012 the Council started implementing a long-term institution-based economic research
programme for 2012-2014 Long-term competitiveness challenges of Lithuanian economy. The
programme was initiated by the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL and was prepared
having taken into account comments and proposals of experts of the Council.
The programme was approved by Order No. 1104 of 9 July 2012 of the Minister of Education
and Science, and on 29 August 2012 the Council signed an agreement with Kaunas Technology
University, the principal programme operator, concerning the implementation and financing of
the programme. Kaunas Technology University is implementing the programme in cooperation
with its partners: Aleksandras Stulginskis University, the Lithuanian Energy Institute, Jonas
23

Žemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania, Mykolas Romeris University, Vytautas Magnus University,
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University and Vilnius University.
The programme will address six major tasks:
1. identify the competitive threats created to conventional technology-based Lithuanian
production by new and growing global economic centres, and propose methods for the
elimination of such threat;
2. examine the interface between the development of technologies and innovations in the
economy with business environment and propose measure for the formation of favourable
investment climate;
3. identify methods for a further improvement of State regulation of the adverse effect of
natural monopolies and possible oligopoly cartel agreements, methods for further elimination of
market entry barriers and State regulation of withdrawal from the market (bankruptcy
proceedings);
4. examine the impact of the credit market shock, methods for the improvement of
management of inflation and public finances;
5. analyse the measures for the improvement of the distribution and the use of resources
in the public sector;
6. identify the structural changes of the human capital and labour resources, specific aspects
of the flexibility in labour demand and supply in economic sectors and individual professions.
The obtained results of the research will facilitate a more comprehensive analysis of
problem areas in the Lithuanian economy, disclose some less addressed relations between
economic phenomena, substantiate measures and recommendations for the further enhancement
of the long-term competitiveness of Lithuanian economy. The outcomes of the research may be
referred to in developing State policy measures and evaluating their effectiveness in relation to
strategic national development priorities. The results of the programme will be also used as
measures of economic analysis and strategic planning when passing strategic State-level decisions.
The Council has been monitoring and assessing the progress of the implementation of the
programme, evaluating its annual estimates and financial and subject-matter reports. The
programme is financed from the appropriations of the State budget of Lithuania designated to the
Council. The total projected allocation for the programme in 2012-2014 amounts to LTL 650,000.
The first scientific report of the programme will be produced and submitted for evaluation by
expert panels early in 2014.
5.4.2.3. Researcher teams projects
By the number of projects financed this area of activities supported by the Council ranks
second among competition-based financed research measures. Within this area the Council seeks
to provide financial support to research according to subject themes proposed in all areas of
research, submitting projects in cooperation with an implementing Lithuanian research and
studies institution, also in cooperation with Lithuanian and foreign research and studies
institutions.
In 2013, the Council evaluated 109 annual and 96 final reports of the projects launched
under the programme in the current or previous years. In autumn the Council published the Fifth
call for proposals of projects to be implemented by researcher groups which was responded by
total 476 proposals. In 2013, 229 projects were implemented under the programme (total
allocation – LTL 22,338,800).
In March 2013, the Council announced the First call for projects in the area of Culture
development according to two measures:
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1. integrated culture development scientific or scientific and art research, development of
cognition-based culture projects, enhancement of the impact of such projects upon Lithuanian and
international community, and the dissemination of the outcomes of such projects;
2. scientific and art research in the area of culture innovations and the development of
their applied significance: development of new innovative services and products, strengthening of
the inter-subject research infrastructure and the creative potential of researchers.
Total 42 proposals were received according to this call for proposals: 26 proposals according
to measure 1, and 16 according to measure 2. The conducted expert evaluation decided to
allocate funding to 14 projects, with a total allocation of LTL 2,073,100, of which the 2013 share
accounted for LTL 673,600.
5.4.2.4. Breakthrough ideas projects
In 2013, with a view to enabling researchers to verify their research ideas and objectively
assess the feasibility of their implementation, and facilitating the abilities of the participants to
compete in preparing the projects and participating in research programmes not only in Lithuania,
but also internationally, the Council was further supporting Breakthrough ideas projects. Thus in
2013, support continued to be allocated to 4 projects in the area of humanities and social
sciences, and 12 projects in the area of physical, biomedicine, technology and agriculture research
that were initially started in 2012. Upon the completion of the project implementation the Council
evaluated 16 final reports of the projects. The 2013 allocation for the project implementation
amounted to LTL 599,100.
5.4.3.

International cooperation programmes implemented under bilateral (tripartite)
intergovernmental agreements

In 2013, according to international contracts and agreements the Council continued
implementing six cooperation programmes in the area of research and development (hereinafter –
the Cooperation programmes):
1. the jointly-funded cooperation programme between the Ministry of Education and
Science of the RL, the National Research Council of China (Taiwan) and the Ministry of Education
and Science of Latvia (hereinafter – Joint Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme);
2. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL and the State Research and Technology Committee of the
Republic of Belarus (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Belarus programme);
3. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL and the State Science, Innovations and Informatisation Agency of
Ukraine for 2011-2015 (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme);
4. the bilateral Lithuanian-French integrated activity cooperation programme in research
and development Gilibert (hereinafter – Gilibert programme);
5. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL and the Education, Science, Research and Sport Ministry of the
Republic of Slovakia (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Slovakian programme);
6. Lithuanian and Valonia-Brussels bilateral and research and technology programme
(hereinafter – Lithuanian-Valonian programme).
In 2013, the Council published calls for proposals under the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)Latvian, Lithuanian-Ukrainian and the Gilibert programmes. For the purpose of administration of
the calls the Council implemented the electronic proposal admission system and hosted
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information days. In respect of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian and the LithuanianUkrainian programmes the Council also conducted the eligibility and expert evaluation of
proposals. 26 proposals were submitted according to the call of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)Latvian programme; following the expert evaluation the decision was passed to grant funding to 4
projects (starting from 2014). 62 proposals were received in response to the call under the
Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme; total 6 proposals were selected as eligible for funding (starting
from 2014). According to the Lithuanian-Valonian programme the call for proposals was open until
January 2014.
In 2013, the Council granted financing to 48 research projects implemented under the
Cooperation programmes. The funding granted for the projects under the Cooperation
programmes totalled LTL 1,014,000.
In 2013, the Council also organised expert evaluation of the reports of the following projects
under the Cooperation programmes for 2102: Gilibert programme (10 reports), Lithuanian-Belarus
programme (20 reports), Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme (6 reports), and the
Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme (12 reports).
A representative of the Council attended the meeting of the Lithuanian section within the
tripartite committee of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme, in which he
presented the expert evaluation of the reports for 2012, principal outcomes of the projects, and
the funding statistics, the results of the expert assessment of the proposal under the 2013 call and
the project funding proposals. Also representatives of the Council were participating at meetings
of the Lithuanian part of the commission and the bilateral commission of the Lithuanian-Ukrainian
programme, at which they presented the expert assessment of the proposals under the calls of
2012, the results of the expert assessment of the proposal under the 2013 call, and the project
funding proposals. A representative of the Council also participated at a meeting with
representatives of the Lithuanian-Valonian programme where they presented their proposals
concerning the form of proposals under the programme, also coordinated some issues related to
the call and the programme implementation calendar.
In 2013, two regulations of major importance were approved – the Descriptor of the
procedure for the implementation of the bilateral Lithuanian and Valonia-Brussels in the area of
research and development, and the Descriptor of the procedure for the implementation of the
cooperation between the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL and the Education, Science,
Research and Sport Ministry of the Republic of Slovakia in the area of research and technologies.
Furthermore, the Council started exploring possibilities for cooperation in the area of
research and technologies with Poland, Japan and the United States of America.
5.4.4.

Support:
5.4.4.1. Support for academic associations

Acting in accordance with Article 66 of the Law on Higher Education and Research of the RL,
and its Regulations the Council supports activities of student unions and organisations,
organisations of scientists and other researchers, student research organisations and other
associations (hereinafter – academic associations). The purpose of the support to academic
associations is to promote activities of such associations related to the objectives of the higher
education and research system, and the engagement in identifying and addressing issues relevant
for the development of the higher education and research system, as well as searching for most
efficient ways for addressing them.
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This area of supported activities was administered in accordance with the Descriptor of the
procedure for granting support to academic associations approved by Resolution No. VI-68 of 4
April 2011 of the Council.
Thus having published in 2013 the call for proposals of academic associations, the Council
received total 38 proposals. 33 projects to be implemented by academic associations were
allocated total LTL 131,100. The financial support was specifically allocated to activities of
academic associations related to the objectives assigned to the research and studies system, and
the attainment of such objectives, addressing of issues relevant for the development of research
and studies; in this relation account was taken of the experience of the institution in implementing
projects, the quality of the submitted proposal, funding demand and its reasonableness, also of
the participation of academic associations in international organisations, the scope and the
visibility of their activities.
5.4.4.2. Support for researcher trips
The Council is carrying out its activities in supporting researcher trips in accordance with Art.
77(9) of the Law on Higher Education and Research of the RL. The purpose of the support to
researcher trips is to support researchers in developing their professional qualification, promote
mobility among researchers, and support the international dissemination of results of Lithuanian
research achievements.
In 2013, support to trips of researchers was allocated within the framework of EU structural
fund project Competitive funding of short-term trips of researchers (see Chapter 6.1.5. of the
Report).
5.4.4.3. Grants to doctoral students and support to their academic trips
The Council started managing this area of activities in accordance with Resolution No. 1134
of 28 September 2011 of the Government of the RL Concerning the amendment of Resolution
No.1431 of 11 September 2002 of the Government of the RL On the procedure of allocating State
support to doctoral students and post-graduates in arts. The Council was managing the grants to
doctoral students for academic achievements and academic trips in accordance with Descriptor of
the procedure for the awarding of doctoral grants for academic achievements and support for
academic trips approved by Resolution No. 48 of 21 November 2011 of the Council. An
amendment to the Descriptor approved by Resolution No. VIII-6 of 7 October 2013 of the Council
also authorised covering the expenses for meals of doctoral students in case the students are not
related with their institutions by employment relations.
In 2013, scholarships were paid to 482 doctoral degree students by allocating total
LTL 2,617,000. 25 doctoral students received support for academic trips in the first part of 2013,
and 36 were supported in the second half of 2013. Total funds allocated to support academic trips
amounted to LTL 181,500.
In 2013, the Council published calls for proposals to be awarded doctoral student's grants in
2014, and for support for academic trips in the first half of 2014. By 15 November 2013, the
Council received total 83 applications for support for academic trips. The applications were
checked for their eligibility and on a regular basis evaluated by a renewed Commission on the
allocation of support for academic trips of doctoral students. By 15 December 2013 the Council
was submitted total 689 applications for doctoral scholarships. The eligibility check and expert
evaluation of these applications will continue through 2014.
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5.4.4.4. Support for research events
The purpose of support to research events is to promote the development of research
activities in Lithuania and strengthen international research relations. Research events supported
by the Council are to address topical problems in science, facilitate the dissemination of the most
modern scientific ideas, support the adaptation of such ideas in practice and the social cultural
development.
This area of support activity was managed according to the Descriptor of the procedure for
the allocation of support to research events approved by Resolution No.VII-57 of 20 December
2010 of the Council.
In 2013, the Council published two calls for proposals concerning support to research events.
Total 128 proposals were submitted and support was awarded to 61 research events. Organisation
of research events was supported with an allocation of LTL 526,400.
At the end of 2013 the Council published a call to submit proposals concerning support to
research events scheduled for 2014. Total 78 proposals were received and the expert evaluation of
such proposals continued up to the very end of the year.
5.4.4.5. Support to publication of research articles and books
The support is awarded to Lithuanian researchers in their undertakings to publish their
research papers in high-level research magazines, or publish research books. By allocating this
support the Council seeks promoting the development of Lithuanian science and its global
visibility, provide to Lithuanian researchers conditions ensuring that the financial capacities of the
researcher or an institution represented would not impede the dissemination of information on
the achievements in the area of research. This area of the activity supported by the Council was
managed in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for granting the award for the
publication of research articles and books approved by Resolution No.VII-107 of 25 June 2012 of
the Council. Applications for this support measure may be filed on a continuous basis.
In 2013, the Council examined 25 received applications. The Council awarded support
according to 8 such applications (for publication of 7 articles and 1 book). The amount of the
support in this area amounted to LTL 33,100. The principal reason for non-awarding the support to
the remaining applications was their failure to meet the key requirements for applications.
5.4.5.

Other instruments for financing research and development
5.4.5.1. Compensation of VAT for FP7 projects

Funding to participants of the FP7 programme is allocated by the European Commission
following the rules on the participation in the FP7 programme, however, the value added tax
(hereinafter – VAT) incurred in the course of the implementation of projects is considered
ineligible costs and therefore not compensated by the European Commission. With a view to
facilitating the participation of Lithuanian scientists and researchers in the FP7 programme, the
Council on 10 June 2013, 10 September and 13 December 2013 published calls according to which
institutions implementing FP7 projects could file the documents for the reimbursement of the VAT
incurred in relation to the implementation of the projects. The funds for the reimbursement of
VAT costs were granted in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for the reimbursement
of value added tax costs incurred in relation to projects funded under the Seventh Framework
Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and
demonstration activities approved by Resolution VII-47 of 15 September 2010 of the Council. Total
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44 agreements on the compensation of VAT were concluded with 17 applicants according to which
the Council allocated LTL 521,342.
5.4.5.2. Compensation of costs incurred in drawing up proposals under the FP7 programme
With a view to supporting Lithuanian participants in the FP7 programme, the Council
published a call for financial proposals for support for the drawing up proposals for the FP7
programme. This call for proposals was open in the period from 20 May until 31 October 2013.
The support was allocated in accordance with the Descriptor of the procedure for granting
support to applicants drafting proposals for projects under the Seventh Framework Programme of
the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities
approved by Resolution No. VII-104 of 7 May 2012 of the Council.
According to this call the Council was submitted 90 financial applications concerning support
to applicants drafting proposals for FP7 under the calls of the operational programmes of 2013. 83
proposals were considered eligible for funding and were allocated LTL 862,400.
5.4.5.3. Promotion of coordinators of COST activities
The Council is the coordinating and funding institution for the European Cooperation in
Science and Technology programme (COST) in Lithuania. In 2013, a call was published to submit a
financial application for the coordinator of activity No.ICO905 – a Lithuanian researcher. Following
the expert assessment a financial support of LTL 200,000 was granted to the COST National
Coordinator for his representation activities and research related to the subject-matter of the
activities.

5.5. International cooperation
5.5.1.

Preparation for the programme Horizon 2020

In 2013, the Council was participating in the preparatory activities for the launching of new
EU research and innovation programme Horizon 2020. Horizon 2020 is the largest programme of
the new EU programming period designed to finance research and innovations. Officially the
programme Horizon 2020 was launched on 1 January 2014, while first calls for proposals were
published in December 2013.
In January 2013, the Council published in its website the call of the European Commission for
experts in all areas to participate in building up the agenda for Horizon 2020. The advisory groups
set up by the European Commission were providing consultations required in preparation to
publish calls for proposals under Horizon 2020.
Upon a request of the Ministry of Education and Science the Council delegated several of its
representatives to participate in the shadow committees of Horizon 2020 programme: in the
committee of the European Research Council (ERC), and the committee of research
infrastructures. These ad hoc committees were assigned a task to complete preparing the
thematic preliminary working programmes for 2014-2015, which will constitute a basis for calling
first competitions.
In November 2013, the Council invited Lithuanian research and education institutions to
appoint their representatives to act as coordinators for Horizon 2020 and inform their respective
institutions about the activities envisaged under the programme. A network of representatives
was formed for the purpose of the coordination of the information related to Horizon 2020. The
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network will be used by the Council as a channel to disseminate information on the ongoing and
projected calls for proposals, search for partners for the implementation of joint activities under
Horizon 2020, training, etc.
In December 2013, the Council in its website published the call by the European Commission
for independent experts to register in the database that will be used for organising the expert
work under Horizon 2020. The experts will be invited to evaluate proposals, produce overviews of
projects, monitor programmes and the implementation of the strategy.
The Ministry of Education and Science appointed the Council, the Agency for Science,
Innovations and Technologies (MITA), the Lithuanian Innovations Centre, and the Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences to act as administrators of Horizon 2020 programme. The nominated
National Contact Points (NCP) started working at the appointed coordinating institutions since the
end of 2013.
5.5.2.

European Science Foundation and Science Europe

The European Science Foundation (ESF) was established in 1974 with a view to supporting
the development of high quality science in Europe. The ESF has been for a long time one of the
most influential institutions in the European Union coordinating joint research, drawing up
research development analysis, hosting international science conferences and methodological
seminars, also performing expert evaluations of research institutions. The Council has been part of
the ESF activities since 2009.
In 2013, meetings of the Governing Council of the ESF were held on 15-16 May in Brussels,
and 25-26 September in Berlin. The meetings were attended by the then Chairman of the Council
Prof. Eugenijus Butkus and the current Chairman of the Council Prof. Dainius Haroldas Pauža. The
meetings of the Governing Council of the ESF discussed the Reports of the President, the Executive
Director of the ESF, financial matters, also reports of researcher groups of the ESF, the Expert
Board and the reports of the ESF Research committees, activity plans and the budget for 2014.
Specific attention was dedicated to the concluding stage of the ESF activity until 1 January 2015.
On 22 November 2013, Chairman of the Council, Prof. Dainius Haroldas Pauža was attending the
Assembly of the ESF held in Brussels. The Assembly repeatedly discussed the draft resolutions
adopted at the meetings of the Governing Council of the ESF, and the budget for 2014 which was
not approved having failed to collect the required number of votes of members of the
organisation. The budget for 2014 of the ESF was neither approved during the voting by e-mail
that was arranged on 9-17 December.
Science Europe was established on 21 October 2011, at the Assembly of national
organisations funding and carrying out research activities at national level held in Berlin. Currently
the organisation unites 52 institutions financing and carrying out research activities from 27
European States, including the Research Council of Lithuania. The principal purpose of Science
Europe is to represent the interests of members of the Association in cooperating with European
universities, European governmental research institution and the European Commission in
creating the single European Research Area (ERA). National organisations currently manage more
than 90% of all funds allocated for European research, therefore the most important future issues
at the European level should be related to the coordination of research activities, enhanced
visibility of science and organisations representing it, and enhancing their overall impact. In 2013,
the Chairman of the Council participated at the General Assembly of Science Europe held on 16
May and 21 November in Brussels. The General Assembly discussed a range of strategic issues
related to management of European science, also the European research Roadmap, composition
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of the Governing Council, international cooperation in the area of research and development,
relations and priorities in cooperation with the Global Research Council. Other issues discussed
included the current and planned activities of Science Europe, commissions and task forces,
budgeting principles and methods. In 2013, representatives of the Council participated in the
activities of different working groups of Science Europe, such as the working group on ethics in
research, research data, etc. In October representatives of the Council attended a European
regional meeting convened by Science Europe in Paris. The meeting was essentially dedicated to
the preparation for the pending meeting of the Global Research Council to be held in May 2014 in
China. Participants of the Paris meeting discussed and agreed concerning the position of European
organisations concerning the open access to publications and the future principles of funding
research activities.
On 13 November 2013, the Council was visited by Sébastien Huber, the Senior Policy Officer
of Science Europe. The honourable guest was extensively briefed on activities of the Council and
its future plans, the participants of the meeting discussed a number of issues most relevant for
Science Europe and the European Commission in the area of research.
5.5.3.

Joint Programming Initiatives

Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIs) are one of the most recent initiatives in the research area
in the EU. The purpose of the JPIs is to define some joint actions and measures addressing
strategically relevant issues on the European level and use efficiently not only the EU budget, but
also the funds allocated for national research programmes. In 2010, the Council passed a decision
to participate in the activities of the JPIs. Currently the Council is a member of the following JPI:
 Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a new challenge for Europe;
 Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans.
In 2013, the Council approved the Descriptor of the procedure for financing the joint
programming initiative Cultural heritage and Global Change: a new challenge for Europe. Early in
September, a pilot international call for proposals was announced according to the JPI Cultural
Heritage and Global Change: a New Challenge for Europe with a total allocated budget of about
EUR 3 million. The contribution of Lithuania into the budget of the call constituted LTL 345,000
(EUR 100,000). Total 89 proposals were submitted, including 7 proposals submitted together
Lithuanian higher education and research institution acting as partners. The international expert
evaluation selected 10 projects as eligible for financing, with one of the projects including a
partner from Lithuania. Late in 2013, the Council in cooperation with other partners started
implementing a Heritage plus project under the scheme ERA-NET. The project is one of the
measures designed to facilitate the implementation of the approved strategic research agenda
under the JPI Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a New Challenge for Europe. This JPI will
propose specific solutions on pooling national expertise and resources and facilitate the
participants of the initiative in achieving closer cooperation in the area of cultural heritage. The
call for proposals in respect of the project is planned to be published in the first half of 2014. In
2013, a representative of the Council participated at meetings of the representatives of the
countries, the pilot call participants; the meetings passed decisions concerning the approval of the
list of projects to be financed, discussed the further course of the programme, and other issues
related to the administration of the call scheduled for 2014.
In 2013, a representative of the Council participated in meetings of the Governing Council of
the JPI Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (Dublin in March, and Brussels in November). The
Dublin meeting approved specific amendments to the Statute of the Initiative according to which a
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representative of the State presiding over the EU Council is included, for the term of the
Presidency, into the composition of the executive committee. In the period from 1 July to 31
December 2013, Brigita Serafinavičiūtė, Scientific Secretary of the Council was part of the
Committee (attended two meetings held in Brussels). The principal task of this JPI is to develop a
strategic agenda for the research to be conducted under the programme. For that purpose the
scientific advisory committee gathered for its first meeting in 2013 and assisted the Governing
Council in taking decisions concerning pilot activities. As a result, a decision was passed to start
implementing three pilot activities which Lithuania decided not to be part of. One of the
objectives of the pilot activities is to identify ways for efficient cooperation not only in publishing
joint calls for proposals. In 2013, the States participating in the JPI Healthy and Productive Seas
and Oceans were submitting the relevant information on the research activities being conducted,
and the strategies related to marine and maritime research. Pending the approval of the strategic
plan this JPI yet does not plan announcing any joint calls for proposals, rather currently enhanced
attention is dedicated for the cooperation with the European Commission, and the third countries,
North America in particular.
5.5.4.

Administration of the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for
research, technological development and demonstration activities (FP7)

In 2013, the Council was responsible for administering the following thematic areas of the FP7:
 thematic areas Environment (including climate change) and Socio-economic Sciences and
Humanities under the specific programme Cooperation;
 thematic areas Research infrastructures, Research potential, Science in Society, Support
for Coherent Development of Research Policies, International Cooperation under the specific
programme Capacities;
 specific programme People;
 specific programme Ideas;
 the activities of the Joint Research Centre.
In cooperation with MITA the Council administers the thematic areas Health and Food,
agriculture and fisheries, biotechnology of the specific programme Cooperation within the FP7.
Currently 4 National Contact Points (NCP) for the FP7 are employees of the Council. In 2013,
the NCPs of the Council participated in 10 NCP meetings held by the European Commission. The
Council also held 7 information events about the FP7.
The Council developed the statistical database on the participation of Lithuania in the FP7;
the database is updated 2-3 times per year. As of 1 November 2013, there were 410 participants
of the FP7 from Lithuania. The budget of Lithuanian participants in projects of the FP7 amounts to
EUR 69 million, including the grant of EUR 52.3 million from the European Commission. An average
grant of the European Commission allocated for each participant from Lithuania amounted to
EUR 133,000. The success rate of Lithuanian participants as compared to the results of 2012 has
not essentially changed and remained at 20 %.
5.5.5.

COST activities

The Council is the coordinating and funding institution for the European Cooperation in
Science and Technology programme (COST) in Lithuania. In May and November 2013, a member of
the Research Foundation of the Council performing the function of the national coordinator of
COST, participated at the 187th and 188th meetings of the COST Committee of Senior Officials that
approved new activities under the COST programme and discussed other current issues related to
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the management of the programme. In October 2013, representatives of the Council participated
in the meeting of national representatives of the COST programme.
During 2013, the Council was further implementing the standing calls to submit proposals
concerning participation in Actions under the COST programme. In the course of the year the
Council organised four interim proposal collection and expert assessment sessions. During 2013,
the Council accepted 65 proposals concerning participation in the COST programme filed by 17
Lithuanian institutions. Following the expert assessment 45 representatives of Lithuania were
nominated to 41 COST action management committees (Fig 3). Lithuanian institutions most
extensively participate in the activities of such research domains as Forests, their Products and
Services and Materials, Physics and Nanosciences of the COST programme (14 activities in each
area). Two Lithuanian representatives were nominated to be part of the research policy activities
designed to strengthen the COST programme.

Fig. 3 Participation of Lithuania in COST actions according to research domains: FP – Forests, their Products and
Services; MP – Materials, Physics and Nanosciences; IS – Individuals, Society, Cultures and Health; FA- Food and
Agriculture; TD – Interdisciplinary Domain; BM – Biomedicine and molecular biosciences; ES – Earth Sciences and
Environmental Management; TU – Transport and Urban Development; CM – Chemistry, Molecular Sciences and
Technologies; ICT – Information and Communication Technologies; TA – Science Policy Domain.

5.5.6.

Researchers in motion network EURAXESS

During the year the Council continued performing its functions as the coordinator for the
Lithuanian national EURAXESS centres. In 2013, the Council started implementing the EURAXESS
TOP II project the purpose whereof is ensuring better functioning of the EURAXESS network
(specific training, improvement of national internet websites, e. g. www.euraxess.lt, and
dissemination of information). The employees of the Council responsible for the project updated
the content of the national internet website, and modified the system for its content
management. A representative of the Council was participating in the events organised for
national coordinators of EURAXES centres and the administrators of national EURAXES internet
websites held in Brussels (Belgium), and the conference in Dubrovnik (Croatia).
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5.5.7.

Financing of representatives in European Union and other international working groups

In 2013, the Council continued financing the activities of its representatives in different EU
and other international working groups, committees, and commissions.
The Council concluded 20 tripartite agreements concerning financing of activities of its
representatives in various EU and other international working groups, committees, commissions,
etc. The allocations according to these agreements amounted to LTL 33,671.47 of which
LTL 16,420.79 was allocated to cover the expenses related to the activities of Lithuanian
representatives and experts in committees for the FP7 programmes. Representatives of the
Council attended 22 meetings of different working groups, of which on 5 occasions at meetings of
committees under the FP7 programmes.
5.5.8.

Other international cooperation activities

In 2013, in partnership with the European Research Council and Mykolas Romeris University
the Council participated in arranging for one of the most important events in the area of research
during the Lithuanian Presidency of the EU Council – the international conference Horizon for
Social Sciences and Humanities held on 23-24 September 2013 in Vilnius
(http://horizons.mruni.eu/). The Conference was attended by over 400 scholars and science
politicians from the EU Member States, and the representatives of all Directorates of the
European Commission. In preparing for the Conference a consultation was launched during which
winners of grants of the European Research Council, project coordinators in the areas of
humanities and social sciences within the FP6 and FP7, the institutions financing science in the EU
Member States and all scholars were requested to answer the questions about the possibility and
the necessity to integrate humanities and social sciences into the social challenges of the new
programme Horizon 2020. Over 300 responses were received. The responses, as well as the
presentations (including by Deputy Chairman of the Council Prof. Rūta Petrauskaitė) served as a
basis to draw up and publish the Vilnius Declaration – one of the most important documents on
the policy of humanities and social sciences drawn up by EU in 2013.
The Chairman of the Council and other representatives of the Council participated at high
level EU thematic forums. For instance, the conference Healthy brains: healthy Europe – a new
horizon for brain research and health care discussed and passed decisions concerning the
treatment of neurodegenerative diseases and neurologic patients (27-28 May in Dublin). The
Council was represented by the Chairman Dainius Haroldas Pauža; university and business
cooperation issues were discussed at the Conference University and business cooperation:
promotion of innovations and growth (27 November 2013, Warsaw, attended by Prof. Dainius
Haroldas Pauža), European research cooperation issues were comprehensively discussed at the
event held in London on 9 December 2013 European Research Cooperation: research and
development (attended by Dainius Haroldas Pauža). Prof. Rūta Petrauskaitė delivered
presentations on the research policy of the Council at the Irish Presidency Conference (7 May
2013, Dublin, Innovation Reflection and Inclusion: The Role and Contribution of the Humanities and
Social Sciences, also at the seminar within the framework of the project Openaire in Vilnius (5
October 2013, Vilnius, 4th Openaire workshop Legal and Sustainability Issues for Open Access
Infrastructures), etc.
Late in November 2013 the Scientific Secretary of the Council Brigita Serafinavičiūtė
participated in The World Science Forum held in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). The Sixth Forum, as a
conclusion from the discussions of preceding years offered to the States to assess the significance
of science considering the need for sustainable development on the global scale, and encouraged
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the States and the public to advance the use of science in pursuit of the global sustainable
development. The Forum adopted a declaration containing five main recommendations for action:
harmonisation of global and national efforts, education as a means to reduce inequalities and
promote global and sustainable science and innovation, responsible and ethical conduct of
research and innovation, improved dialogue with governments, society, industry and media on
sustainability issues, sustainable mechanisms for the funding of science.
In 2013, the Council also benefited from the Nordic-Baltic Mobility Programme for Public
Administration of the Nordic Council of Ministers, a vehicle for the allocation of financial support
to civil servants and other employees in the public sector willing to undertake fellowship
programmes, training or short-term business visits to the Nordic and Baltic States. Project No. PAGRO-332 was launched in 2012, and completed in 2013, with two trips in February and March to
two institutions that act as counterparts of the Council financing research activities. The visits
were a useful opportunity for the researchers to exchange the experience in the public
administration of financing research.

6. Activities of the institution and its tasks according to special assignments
(Resolutions of the Parliament, State programmes, etc.)
6.1. Projects of the European Union structural funds
6.1.1.

Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant)

On 10 October 2012, the Council published the Third and the last call to submit proposals
according to measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K Support to Research Activities of Scientists and Other
Researchers (Global Grant measure) (hereinafter – Global grant measure) under Priority 3 of the
Operational Programme for Human Resources Development. The call for proposals was open for 2
months, and 86 research project proposals were received.
The submitted proposals for projects were categorised not only according to research areas,
but also having regard of whether the leaders of the research were young or experienced scholars.
Thus the young researchers were provided a possibility to compete among themselves.
The expert evaluation of the project proposals was conducted by foreign scholars – experts
in respective research areas and fields. 38 projects were recognised to be winners of the
competition: 19 projects in the area of humanities and social sciences (4 of which were the
projects by young researchers) and 19 projects in the areas of physical, biomedicine, technologies
and agricultural sciences (4 of which were the projects by young researchers).
Currently 106 research projects are in progress according to the Global grant measure; the
total value of the projects exceeds LTL 144 million: 44 projects in the area of humanities and social
sciences (of which 7 projects of young researchers) and 62 projects in the area of physical,
technology and agricultural sciences (of which – 10 projects of young researchers). Total by
31 December 2013, in excess of LTL 60 million was disbursed to project implementers.
Concurrently with the third call for proposal an evaluation of the first reports of the projects
implemented by young researchers was arranged in Q1 2013 conducted by experts appointed by
committees of the Council. Project implementers were submitting their reports on the course of
their research, any issues they encountered and briefing on the ways the difficulties were dealt
with. The experts approved all the reports, however, submitted comments to some of the lead
partners concerning the course of the research activities.
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With a view to ensuring proper administration of the EU structural assistance and project
supervision, the Council carried out 9 on-the-spot checks of the projects in progress. One of such
checks was a for-cause check performed with a view to ensuring the legality of the use of the
project funds prompted by a suspicion regarding a proper accounting of working hours.
6.1.2.

Technical assistance for the implementation of the Global grant

Order No. 1K-283 of 31 August 2009 of the Minister of Finance of the RL On the appointment
of the Global grant manager (with subsequent amendments) appointed the Council to act as the
manager of the Global grant responsible for the implementation of the measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07K Support to Research Activities of Scientists and Other Researchers (Global grant) under Priority 3
of the Operational Programme for Human Resources Development.
With a view to appropriately implementing the Global grant measure the Council and the PE
Central Project Management Agency concluded two agreements concerning the implementation
of the projects Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant)
(No. VP1-5.1-FM-01-V-02-001), and the Information and publicity of the Global grant measure (No.
VP1-5.2-FM-01-V-02-001). The principal purpose of these technical support projects is to ensure
appropriate financial and technical conditions for the administration, information and publicity of
the Global grant measure.
In 2013, total LTL 1,416,000 was granted for the implementation of the Technical assistance
project, of which LTL 624,000 was earmarked for remuneration of project participants. In 2013,
LTL 1,401,600 was used out of the total grant amount.
With a view to ensuring the efficient management and implementation of the Global grant
measure, favourable working conditions and adequate remuneration were provided to the
employees performing functions related to the implementation of the programme-based
competitive funding: 17 working places were created, the participating employees were enhancing
their professional qualification and benefited from possibilities to advance their professional
knowledge and skills at Lithuanian and foreign training centres.
The appropriations for the Technical assistance project for 2014 were increased to
LTL 1,615,000. This increase was related to the appropriations for the Council earmarked for the
information and publicity measures in relation to the Global grant measure – to inform applicants,
project promoters and the public at large about the use of the structural assistance, the benefits
and the results achieved by using the allocated resources.
6.1.3.

Data base Lituanistika

The project is implemented according to the implementing measure No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V
Improvement of qualification and competences of scholars and other researchers under Priority 3
Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operational Programme for Human Recourses
Development for 2007-2013. The first steps within the project designed to develop the
international research database Lituanistika were taken in 2006. Currently the objective of the
project is to implement one of the State priorities declared in the National Lithuanian Studies
Development programme for 2009-2015. The overall objective is to accumulate and preserve for
future generations the best scientific output about the State of Lithuania, its society, the past and
the present of the nation and the language, and ensure the dissemination of Lithuanian studies as
part of global knowledge. The principal purpose of the project is the development of the
international scientific database Lituanistika accumulating and disseminating verified and high
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quality information on the most current Lithuanian studies. Principal tasks envisaged under the
project:
1. accumulate information in the area of Lithuanian studies ensuring the scientific quality
of the output included into the database;
2. ensure the completeness of the data in Lithuanian studies, their integrity, international
dimension, accumulation of full-text documents and meet other criteria determining the quality of
the database;
3. ensure the integration of the database into the international e-space of scientific
information;
4. ensure the promotion of the database and the Lithuanian studies as part of global
knowledge;
5. identify the needs of users of humanities and social sciences for the development of the
general information and databases and the services provided to users;
6. develop the electronic information management competences of researchers and
students of humanities and social sciences;
7. develop an impact factor enabling application of bibliometric methods in assessing the
relation between publications in Lithuanian studies and their citation indices, also the citation
structure;
8. ensure the legality and the continuity of the database.
In 2013, 3,777 research publications were evaluated, the database was supplemented by
3,276 complete entries, in addition to 55,000 new citation entries and 8,366 publication
summaries in the Lithuanian and English languages.
Currently, the database operates 5 information and communications technology
programmes: for entries of publications in Lithuanian studies, full-text uploading, conversion and
uploading into the new database of previously accumulated entries with full-text documents,
formation of citation index and full-text indexation and search programmes. Another outcome of
the project was the developed library of the Lituanistika database (vb.lituanistikadb.lt), and
installation of a new Web OPAC (lituanistika.library.lt) version.
In 2013, the Council conducted a survey on the needs of users of humanities and social
sciences that facilitated identifying the general information needs of the users, and assessing the
visibility, usefulness and quality as well as functionality of the Lituanistika database. The database
was evaluated by foreign experts – renowned scholars in their respective areas. The Lituanistika
database was assessed as specifically well-constructed infrastructure that should be further
developed as a unique thematic open access multifunctional database.
In 2013, the Council hosted training for students and researchers Management of electronic
information in humanities and social sciences and the quality of research works. The training
presented the most recent information on the changes in the modern scientific communication,
open access to scientific knowledge, the Lituanistika database, drawing up of a scientific article or
an academic text, and other most relevant information. Such training sessions were conducted in
Vilnius, Klaipėda, Kaunas and Šiauliai, and were attended by 286 researchers and students.
Further, in 2013, the Council organised 2 events – a seminar and a conference, and drew up two
publications designed to ensure the publicity of the measure.
Total in 2013 LTL 1,993,530 was allocated for these activities.
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6.1.4.

Implementation of post-doctoral fellowship in Lithuania

The project on post-doctoral fellowships is implemented according to the implementation
measure No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V Promotion of scientists and other researches mobility and
students scientific research under Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the
Operation Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No.VP1-3.1ŠMM-02-V-01-001). The objective pursued by the project is to develop the post-doctoral
fellowship system by including into the research activities third cycle university level students
enabling them to pursue independent research work, and prepare for academic pedagogical
career. The Project facilitates fellowship students in preparing for independent research work,
enhancing their scholarly, pedagogical and academic management qualifications. Fellowship
students may initiate their own research themes. This arrangement ensures the development of
competences and enhancement of qualification of human resources.
In 2013, the Council concluded 75 agreements regarding post-doctoral fellowship studies.
During the year funding was allocated to 125 post-doctoral fellows. 11 of such post-doctoral
studies have been undertaken by foreign nationals most of which are researchers from Ukraine (5
post-doctoral fellows). Most post-doctoral students took their fellowship studies at Vilnius
University (40) and Kaunas University of Technology (16).
In the course of the two year post-doctoral fellowship programme students have a
possibility to undertake post-doctoral studies in foreign research centres or universities. Further,
researchers undertake their post-doctoral studies at different universities of the world, such as
North Dakota, Ultrecht, Harvard, Parma, Manchester, Oxford, Taiwan, Colorado, Warsaw,
Mongolia, Latvia, etc.
In the middle of the year post-doctoral students were invited to attend a training session
designated to strengthening their project development and management abilities. Strengthening
of such abilities is instrumental in assisting young researchers in their efforts to integrate in
international research networks, and provides knowledge in drawing up of international projects,
which contributes to the competence of post-doctoral fellows and enhances their qualification.
In 2013, in excess of LTL 9.3 million was allocated for the implementation of the project.
6.1.5.

Competitive financing of short-term visits of scholars

The project is implemented according to the implementation measure No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01V Promotion of scientists’ and other researchers’ mobility and students’ research activities under
Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation Programme for Human
Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-02-001). The principal
activities under the project – funding of visits of scholars – seek strengthening the links between
researchers working in foreign States and Lithuanian research and education institutions, research
institutions and other entities and institutions engaged in research activities thus enhancing the
level of research conducted thereby; also provision of conditions for Lithuanian scientists and
other researchers to participate in international research events. The funds are allocated to cover
the expenses related to travel of scientists and researchers, their accommodation and other
expenses related to the visits, and the activities pursued in the course of such visits.
In 2013, the Council concluded an agreement concerning additional funding for the EU
structural assistance project Competitive funding of short-term visits of researchers, by extending
the implementation of the project until 2015, which enabled to increase the number of such visits
to 893.
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From now on funding under the project may be allocated to 5 categories of the visits, as
compared to the earlier eligible 4 categories. Researchers are supported in visiting Lithuanian
research and studies institutions for the following activities: (participation in doctoral studies'
process (up to 4 days), delivering of cycles of lectures and practical workshops (up to 14 days),
carrying out research (up to 50 days). Scientists and researchers are supported when participating
in international science events (up to 5 days), or on short-term visits for research purposes (up to
20 days).
As the contract was extended, competitions were started to be implemented in Q2, 2013.
Total in the course of the year support was allocated to 235 visits of scholars and researchers.
Project contribution in supporting the activities amounted to LTL 860,640.
6.1.6.

Promoting students' research activities

The project is implemented according to the implementation measure No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01V Promotion of scientists’ and other researchers’ mobility and students’ research activities under
Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation Programme for Human
Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-01-002). Promotion of
students' research activities seeks enhancing interest among academic youth in research activities
and reveals the prospects for their scholarly career. The project provides for a possibility for
researchers to carry out individual research while using the most state-of-the-art equipment and
research literature resources with a view to promoting mobility of academic youth between
different research and studies institutions.
The project is composed of three parts, namely the research practice for students, research
activities during the semester and visits of doctoral students to foreign research centres. Academic
supervisors of students’ research works are the highest qualification Lithuanian scholars and
researchers. Students participating in the Project are paid fixed-amount grants. The activities
within the first stage of the Project (2009-2011) involved 711 first, second and third cycle students
from Lithuanian and EU higher schools, and total LTL 4,129,790 was granted to finance the
activities pursued by the students.
After the financing and administration agreement of the project was extended, the second
stage of the project was implemented in 2011-2013. The activities of the second stage of the
project involved: 387 students in the research practical training (of which 200 signed the
agreements and started their practical activities in 2013), 899 students participated in research
activities at their time free from studies (282 joined in 2013), 100 doctoral students signed
agreements concerning internship at foreign research centres (including 48 in 2013).
In 2013, allocations for research practical placements of students amounted to LTL 932,490.
Students' research activities at their time free from studies were supported with allocations
of LTL 1,149,460.
In 2013, for the grants of students undertaking their internships at foreign research centres
the Council allocated LTL 632,430, of which the entire amount was disbursed. LTL 57,380 was used
to compensate expenses of doctoral students for their trips (round trip to the internship venue).
In 2013, three conferences were held to discuss the results of the research conducted by
students in the course of their research semesters, practical placement and internships at foreign
research centres. Both conferences were attended by 346 participants, i.e., by 66 more than
planned. The material of the presentations delivered at the conferences was published in separate
brochures.
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6.1.7.

Developing and implementing of the programme-based competitive (research and
development projects) funding scheme – strengthening of administrative and expert
abilities of the Research Council of Lithuania and its functions related to the
development of the programme-based competitive funding model

In 2013, the implementation of this project was completed. The project was implemented
according to the implementation measure No.VP1-4.3-VRM-02-V Promotion of reforms in public
policies under Priority 4 Strengthening of administrative capacities and increasing efficiency of
public administration of the Operation Programme for Human Resources Development for 20072013. The Project was implemented in the period from 23 December 2009 to 27 May 2013.
The implementation of the Project attained its principal objectives – the programme-based
competitive Lithuanian research and technology development funding model has been developed
and is operational, and employees of the Research Foundation as well as Members and experts of
the Council acquired the capacities required for ensuring the proper functioning of the model.
The knowledge acquired by Project participants during their training exercise and study trips
now is applied in the work of the Research Foundation. 48 employees of the Council were enrolled
in different training sessions, and 20 participated in study visits. Total 122 Members and experts of
the Council developed their skills in expert activities, 16 of them participated in related training
activities. As an outcome of the Project, the Strategy for the development of Lithuanian research
infrastructure was published; the Council put in place the information system for management,
supervision and administration of proposals, and the document management system.
Total LTL 6,227,145.05 was used for the purpose of the Project, i.e., 98.85% of the total
projected budget.
6.1.8.

Training of high qualification specialists (doctor's degree students) in competition-based
doctor's degree studies

Starting from 29 March 2011, the Council has been implementing a project Improvement of
training of high qualification specialist for the development of research-intensive economic subsectors – NKPDOKT. The project is implemented according to the implementation measure
No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V Promotion of scientists’ and other researchers’ mobility and students’
research activities under Priority 3 Strengthening of capacities of researchers of the Operation
Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013 (project No.VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-03001). The Project is designed for training of high qualification specialists (doctoral students) in
research fields related to the subject matters of the national integrated programmes. The demand
for specialists in the fields concerned has been growing in view of the rapid development of
biotechnologies, material science and nanotechnologies, and there is a partial leeway in the
qualification of Lithuanian researchers from that in most developed States. With a view to
ensuring the growth and competitiveness of the national economy, efficiency and international
competitiveness of companies, it is of utmost importance to train specialists able to address the
most burning issues in breakthrough research areas and apply the knowledge acquired for
business purposes. For the purpose of specialists in the relevant areas the Ministry of Education
and Science allocated some additional resources from EU structural funds, and the Council
selected, by way of competition, the themes and academic advisers for doctoral studies. In 2013,
the Council was submitted 242 proposals concerning the implementation of the competitionbased doctoral studies; 69 proposals were selected as eligible for funding.
The Council has been implementing the project in cooperation with its partners: higher
education and research institutions – total 17 participating in the project. Currently 261 doctoral
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students study supported by funding allocated under the project. The allocation for the
implementation of the project amounted to LTL 22,476,614.39, of which LTL 16,032,165.8 was
allocated from the EU funds. The project will continue until 30 September 2015. The target group
of the project includes doctor's degree students, and its principal outcome is represented by the
positive experience enabling the students to acquire specific competences required in addressing
different tasks in the areas of R&D, research and business.
6.1.9.

Promotion of gender equality in sciences (LYMOS)

The Council in the period from 1 March 2011 to 25 January 2013 will be on a partner's rights
implementing Activity 1.2.1. Application of financial support measures for scientists and other
researchers of the Project Promotion of gender equality in sciences (LYMOS) implemented by the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. The overall objective of the activity is facilitating scientists and
researchers (including doctoral students) returning from their maternity or paternity leave to
restore their research qualification and support their efforts in preparing for continued research
activities. Within the framework of this activity doctoral students and researchers are provided
financial support of two types: support to research trips and payment of standard unit rate grants
to beneficiaries.
Eligible to be granted this kind of financial support are scientists and other researchers in all
areas of science (including doctoral students) who have returned to continue their research
activities after maternity (paternity) leave. In the course of three calls to submit proposals for
support to researcher trips the Council received total 43 proposals; 27 were recognised by experts
as eligible for financing. The eligibility check of the proposals took into account such factors as the
importance of the trip for the restoration of the applicant’s scientific qualification, the significance
of the research work being carried out, the qualification of the event or a research centre hosting
the event, and the efficiency of the research trip (from the cost-benefit viewpoint). On average,
about LTL 4,400 was allocated as a support to each academic trip. Most applications for support
concerned trips to different scientific conferences held in Western European States.
90 applications were received in response to the call for applications for a lump-sum grant
for researchers returning from maternity (paternity) leave; 34 applications were recognised by
experts as eligible for funding. Among the eligibility evaluation criteria were the quality of the plan
for the restoration of qualification of a returning researcher, plans for further research activities,
and the applicant’s expertise and experience. Each researcher returning from maternity
(paternity) leave was allocated a monthly grant of LTL 961.00. The grants were paid in JulyDecember 2013.
In their responses to the survey the grant recipients claimed that these measures supporting
gender equality were extremely helpful in their return to research activities, and provided for
more extensive possibilities for them to further improve and develop.
The project Promotion of gender equality in sciences (LYMOS) was funded from the
resources of the European Social Fund and the State budget.

6.2. International projects
6.2.1.

Lithuanian – Swiss cooperation programme "Research and development"

On 5 November 2011, the Council, together with the Ministry of Education and Science and
the Public Institution Central project Management Agency signed an Agreement on the
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implementation of the Lithuanian-Swiss Cooperation Programme to reduce economic and social
disparities within the enlarged European Union Research and Development. Acting as the
Implementing Authority the Council is responsible for the organisation of the call for proposals
and the supervision over the implementation of the projects. 14 Lithuanian and 25 Swiss State
research and studies institutions responded to the call published in 2011; the Council received 41
proposals to implement joint research projects (16 proposals in the area of natural sciences, 15
proposals in the area of health (life) sciences, and 11 in environmental sciences and technologies).
The project proposals were evaluated by Lithuanian and foreign experts. Having regard to the
findings of the expert evaluation of the proposals the Joint Selection Committee of the LithuanianSwiss cooperation programme Research and Development decided to award financing to 11
proposals of joint Lithuanian-Swiss projects:
 natural sciences area – 4 proposals;
 health (life) sciences – 3 proposals;
 environmental protection sciences and technologies – 4 proposals.
The Council acts as the administrator of these projects.
The year 2013 was the first year of the implementation of the projects, and the first annual
reports will be submitted for evaluation early in 2014. The reports will be evaluated by the Joint
Selection Committee composed of 3 Lithuanian and 3 Swiss highly experienced researchers.
The projects implemented under the programme were supported with an allocation of
LTL 25,302,711: 85% of the amount was the funds allocated from the Swiss assistance programme,
and 15% – funds of the State budget of Lithuania. On average, each project was allocated LTL 2.3
million. By 31 December 2013, total LTL 10,689,788 was transferred to project implementers.
6.2.2.

Swiss Grant Fund (Sciex-NMSch)

The Swiss Grant Fund is one of the measures funded under the Lithuanian-Swiss Cooperation
Programme. The Grant Fund is implemented according the Scientific Exchange Programme
between Switzerland and the new Member States of the European Union (Sciex-NMSch). During
2013, the Council, as the coordinating institution, was continuing the administration of the Swiss
Grant Fund in Lithuania.
With a view to absorbing all the funds allocated to Lithuania from the Swiss Grant Fund it
was decided to participate not only in the spring, but also in the autumn call for proposals.
According to the calls of 2013, young Lithuanian researchers submitted total 38 proposals (25
according to the spring, and 13 according to the autumn call). Following the evaluation 8 proposals
of doctoral students and 5 proposals of doctors of sciences were ranked as eligible for funding.
The projects were supported with the allocated 938,250 CHF. The Council carried out the eligibility
check and the first stage expert evaluation of the proposals.
During 2013, the Council was disseminating information about the calls for proposals under
the Swiss researcher exchange programme (Sciex-NMSch) open for young Lithuanian researchers,
also organised different information events, was actively consulting potential applicants on
different issues related to the participation in the programme and submission of proposals. A
representative of the Council participated at events for Programme administrators held in
Switzerland.
6.2.3.

Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme BONUS

The Council acts as the coordinating, administering and financing institution in Lithuania for
the Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme. In 2013, the Council conducted the
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evaluation of the proposals submitted in the course of duration of the first calls, and a selection of
projects eligible for financing. The Council carried out an eligibility check of the Lithuanian
participants of the call, and confirmed their eligibility. Following the expert evaluation, the
Management Committee of the programme approved 7 projects eligible for financing, including
two participants from Klaipėda University as partners. Financing agreements will be signed with
the Lithuanian participants in the near future.
Following the rotation principle, as of 1 July 2013, Lithuania (the Council-nominated
representative) will be for a period of one year chairing meetings of the Management Committee.
The agenda of the meetings included discussions of the programme documents, conditions for
participation, financial commitments of member States and other issues. In 2013, the Council
called in Vilnius an extended meeting of the Management Committee of the BONUS programme.
In 2013, the national representative of the Programme was attending a meeting of the call group
concerning the evaluation of the calls submitted under the first call. The meeting approved the
Descriptor of the procedure for funding projects under the BONUS programme.
6.2.4.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme MERA-NET

In January 2013, the Council carried out eligibility checks of 5 preliminary (short form)
proposals received under the first call under the M-ERA.NET programme, and including project
implementers from Lithuania. Only two consortia with participants from Lithuania were invited to
submit the comprehensive proposals, however, following the international expert evaluation none
of the proposals including participants from Lithuania were recognised as eligible for financing.
The second call under the M-ERA.NET programme was published on 10 July 2013. Lithuanian
higher education and research institutions could file proposals under the theme of the call
Materials for healthcare. On 13 September 2013, the Council was hosting an information day to
introduce the call for all potential participants.
Total 166 short proposals were received under the call, or which 3 proposals were submitted
by Lithuanian participants. The short proposals have already been submitted for eligibility check.
6.2.5.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme EuroNanoMed

During 2013, in cooperation with other 20 partners the Council continued implementing the
project EuroNanoMed II. In January, the Fourth call was published to submit proposals for
international research projects in the area of nanomedicine. The gross budget under the call is EUR
12.4 million. Among the winners of the call there is a project including partners from Lithuania which
will start receiving funding as of mid-2014. The gross budget under the call is EUR 1 million.
6.2.6.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme BiodivERsA2

According to the 2012-2012 call under the BIODIVERSA2 programme total 77 proposals were
submitted, including 6 proposals submitted together with Lithuanian higher education and
research institutions acting as partners. The Council was responsible for the eligibility check of the
proposals. Following the international expert evaluation 8 projects were ranked as eligible for
financing (no Lithuanian higher education and research institutions among the financed project
partners). Total EUR 8.0 million was committed to fund the projects under the programme.
In 2013, the Council drew up a draft Descriptor of the procedure for financing of projects
under the BIODIVERSA2 programme establishing the procedure for filing proposals for projects
under the programme Cooperation and shared strategies for biodiversity research programmes in
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Europe, also a procedure for the evaluation of the proposals, allocation of State budget funds,
reporting and the assessment of reports at the Council. The Council has been an active participant
in setting up teams of international experts for the evaluation of proposals filed under the
BiodivERsA2 programme, also the processes of proposing themes for the 2013-2014 calls, and
establishing the procedures of management of the call.
Representatives of the Council participated at the general meeting of the BiodivERsA2 which
passed a decision concerning the approval of the list of projects eligible for funding, and the
schedule of the programme operations, also discussed the documents and instruments required
for the consortiums’ work, and the prospects for the further implementation of the programme.
Representatives of the Council attended two meetings of the committee for the administration of
proposals under the BiodivERsA2 programme which addressed a number of issues related to the
subject matter of the call, formulation of the general requirements for the proposals, setting up of
expert commissions, project funding, different aspects of the administration of the call.
On 1 November 2013, the Council published a call to submit preliminary proposals for the
calls of 2013-2014. The gross budget under the call is about EUR 10 million. In December the
Council was hosting the consultations regarding the drawing up of preliminary proposals.
6.2.7.

Participation in the HERA programme under ERA-NETplus

The Council is the institution managing and financing the project Cultural Encounters
implemented under the Joint Research Programme HERA in Lithuania. 36 preliminary (short
versions) proposals including participants from Lithuania were filed according to the call of 2012.
The Council has carried out the eligibility check and the first stage expert evaluation of the
proposals. Further, 7 consortia including Lithuanian participants were invited to submit
comprehensive proposals, but following the international expert evaluation none of them was
recognised to be eligible for financing.
In 2013, representatives of the Council participated at a meeting of participants of the 2012
HERA call dedicated to the discussion of the results of the expert evaluation, and a possible financing
of projects under the programme. Representatives of the Council attended a conference that in
length discussed and presented the different aspects of the implementation of the projects under
the previous call, the significance and results attained, another event attended by representatives of
the Council discussed the prospects for the further implementation of the programme.
6.2.8.

FP7 project Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy (SPREE)

In 2013, in cooperation with 10 other partners from 7 States (United Kingdom, Sweden,
Netherlands, Spain, Lithuania, Finland and Israel) the Council was continuing the three-year
duration project Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy (SPREE). The aim of the SPREE
project is to identify potential Servicizing Policy Packages for the establishment of Servicizing
systems which facilitate the transition from selling products to providing services. A SPREE project
simulates the effect on absolute decoupling of economic growth and resource use, within three
sectors: water, mobility and agriculture. The Council acts as a coordinator of the SPREE project.
The principal outcomes of the Project include a developed concept for the development of
policy measures, the methodology and launched research in partner States. A representative of the
Council participated at meetings in the Netherlands and Finland. On the basis of the newly developed
methodology one agricultural sector in Lithuania (rape growing) carried out all preparatory measures
to examine obstacles and incentives to benefit from the services on a larger scale. The findings of the
survey will be instrumental in adjusting the developed methodology accordingly.
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The project was launched in summer 2012, and is scheduled to be complete in 2015.

7. Budget appropriations allocated to the institution at the beginning of the
reporting period (according to the State budget programmes)
In 2013, the total appropriations to the Research Council are estimated at LTL 105,760,000.
The data break-down of the budget according to the approved programmes is presented in Table 3.
The principal reason for the failure to absorb the funding under the measure Development of
the national higher education and research system (State budget funds) is the decision of the
Council in 2012 to introduce a more stringent procedure for amending the project expense
estimates in the current year; in view of the new requirements part of the savings in implementing
projects in 2013 was refunded. It should be noted that project administration abilities at some
higher education and research institutions need major improvement, as they not always are able
to ensure proper absorption of the funds allocated, and thus the institutions are forced to repay
the funds. Other savings in the allocations were used for remuneration, payment of social
insurance contributions and procuring other services.
In relation to the measure Development of the national higher education and research system
(Swiss financial assistance) the major share of unabsorbed funds was represented by the payments
according to copyright agreements (LTL 29,000). The estimated expenses were not used because the
research projects for 2013 were launched in November-December, therefore it was decided not to
collect annual reports or organise their expert evaluation for the year concerned. The funds
allocated for remuneration and social insurance contributions, i.e., LTL 6,700, were saved as the
employees were working on a part-time basis. The remaining LTL 56,000 represents the savings from
the allocations for business trips, goods or services that were purchased at lower prices than
approved in the public procurement plan. The saved funds are brought forward to the next year.
Table 3 Appropriations to the Council in 2013, LTL thous.
Programme
code

Financing
source
code

1

2

1,001

1.1.1.1.1.

1,001

1.2.3.1.23

1,001

1.3.3.1.24

1,001

1.3.2.3.1.

1,001

1.3.2.3.2.

Measure title

3
Development of the national higher
education and research system (State
budget funds)
Development of the national higher
education and research system (the Swiss
Programme)
Development of the national higher
education and research system (the Swiss
Programme)
Development of the national higher
education and research system (European
Union structural funds)
Development of the national research and
studies system (technical assistance from
the European Union structural funds)
Total:
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Plan for the
reporting
period
including
adjustments
4

Used
appropriations

Deviation
(5–4)

Execution
%

5

6

7

62,502

61,580.3

-921.7

98.52

51

37.5

-13.5

73.52

291

212.2

-78.8

72.92

41,500

36,997.4

-4,502.6

89.15

1,416

1,401.6

-14.4

98.98

105,760.0

100,229.0

-5,531.0

94.77

The funds allocated to the measure Development of the national research and studies
system (European Union structural funds) were not completely absorbed because due to
protracted public procurement procedures the implementers of the projects under the Third call
did not incur any expenses. The funds provided for interim payments in 2013 were brought
forward to 2014.

8. Other funds of the institution (if any)
The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, under the signed service provision agreement,
transferred LTL 24,900.
Total other revenues of the Council in 2013 accounted for LTL 24,900.

9. Use of the budget funds
The expenses of the Council in 2013 are shown in Table 4. The Council's management costs
accounted for 6.5% of the estimated appropriations to the Council.
The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, under the signed service provision agreement,
transferred LTL 24,900. The experts who carried out the expert evaluation were disbursed
copyright remunerations.
Total other revenues of the Council in 2013 accounted for LTL 24,900.
Table 4. Break-down of the Council's expenses in 2013 by items
No
1
1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.
1.5.
1.6.
1.7.
1.8.
1.9.
1.10.
1.11.
1.12.
1.13.
1.14.

Item name
2
Remuneration costs
Social insurance costs
Communications costs
Business travel costs
Publications
Transportation services
Copyright agreements
Professional development costs
Costs of other services
Other goods
Other expenses for current needs (Item 2.8 –
institutions)
Social support (severance pays)
For current needs (transferred funds from the
European Union, other international financial support
and the general financing funds) (Item 2.9 –
institutions).
Non-current assets
Total:
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Appropriation
plan, LTL thous.
3
2,911.0
899.6
28.0
265.0
2.5
11.0
2,013.0
81.7
488.7
127.0

Appropriations
used, LTL thous.
4
2,746.6
851.5
27.7
252.4
2.3
10.7
1,967.0
75.5
432.1
100.1

Unused funds,
LTL thous.
5 (3–4)
164.4
48.1
0.3
12.6
0.2
0.3
46.0
6.2
56.6
26.9

57,404.0

56,740.5

663.5

15.0

12.1

2.9

41,500.0

36,997.4

4,502.6

13.5
105,760.0

13.1
100,229.0

0.4
5,531.0

10. Balance of the budget appropriations and other funds at the end of the
reporting period
The balance in the budgetary account at the end of the reporting period was LTL 1,528.75 –
the funds repaid by the institutions as unused for programme-based competitive funding of
research and other activities that on 3 January 2014 were transferred to the Ministry of Finance).
The balance of the funds at the end of the reporting period was LTL 400.00
The Council does not have any funds under special programmes.

Chairman of the Council

Prof. Dainius H. Pauža

28 February 2014
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