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1.

Name of the institution
RESEARCH COUNCIL OF LITHUANIA

2.

Founder of the institution
PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

3.

Head of the institution
Chairman of the Council, Prof. Habil. Dr. EUGENIJUS BUTKUS

4.

Reporting period
01 January 2012 – 31 December 2012

5.

Nature and objectives of the institution's activities (according to legal acts
governing activities of the institution)

5.1. Legal basis governing activities of the Research Council of Lithuania
The basis for the activities of the Research Council of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Council)
is the Law on Higher Education and Research of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter – RL)
(Official Gazette, 2009, No. 54-2140) whereby the Council was designated to act as an advisory
body for the Parliament of the RL and the Government of the RL on research and training of
researchers, participate in the implementation of research and development (social, cultural)
programmes, implement the programme and competitive funding of research and
development (social, cultural) works, organise the assessment of research activities carried out
in Lithuania. This purpose of the Council was prescribed by Resolution No. XI-625 of 29
December 2009 of the Parliament of the RL “On the approval of the Regulations of the
Research Council of Lithuania” (Official Gazette, 2009, No. 153-6902, 2011, No. 157-7426; 2013,
No. 9-350).
In October 2012, with a view to specifying individual aspects of the organisation of the
Council's activities and for the purpose of implementing the Recommendations of the National
Audit Office of Lithuania drew up and submitted to the Committee of Culture of the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL a draft Resolution of the Parliament on the amendment of the
Regulations of the Council. In 2011-2012, the National Audit Office of Lithuania was conducting
a financial (legality) audit and on 10 July 2012 submitted the Report on the results of the State
financial (legality) audit (No. FA-P-50/9/31) and the Plan for the implementation of
Recommendations. Recommendation No. 3 proposed “to specify the regulations and explicitly
indicate the services provided and the income earned and paid into the State budget and used
to finance the programmes implemented by the institution in accordance with laws or
Resolutions of the Government of the RL”. The amendments to the Regulations of the Council
were also intended to specify certain aspects of administration of the Council's internal
structure ensuring an efficient management system. The amendments to the Regulations of the
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Council will ensure a higher quality of the performance of the Council as an expert institution
and a more efficient administrative management system.
The Regulations of the Council were amended by Resolution No. XII-179 of 17 January
2013 of the Parliament of the RL “On the approval of the amendment of the Regulations of the
Research Council of the Republic of Lithuania”.
The complete composition of the Council provides for 29 members: 9 members of the
Board and 10 members in each of the Committees. Members of the seventh (VII) term of the
Council were appointed by Resolution No. X-1545 of 15 May 2008 of the Parliament of the RL
(Official Gazette, 2008, No. 59-2205), and Resolution No. XI-1242 of 21 December 2010 of the
Parliament of the RL (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 153-7801) authorised the first rotation of the
Council member. In 2012, the Council was working of incomplete composition. In June 2011,
the Council received a letter of resignation of Prof. Asta Pundzienė, a member of the
Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Council, and no new member was
appointed to replace her. Thus until December 2012 the Council was composed of 28 members.
The formation of the Council launched in 2013 is expected to be completed this May when the
Parliament of the RL approves the Council of the VIII term of office.

5.2. The organisational structure of the Council
The Council is made up of the Board, two expert committees – the Committee of
Humanities and Social Sciences, and the Committee of Natural and Technical Sciences, and the
Research Foundation. The committees of the Council are authorised to pass decisions on issues
related to research areas under their supervision. The Board of the Council the activities
whereof are carried out by the Chairman of the Board, chairmen of the Committees, the
Research Secretary, a representative appointed upon a motion of the Committee of Education,
Science and Culture of the Parliament, representatives delegated by the Prime Minister,
Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Finance, Lithuanian Academy of Sciences makes
up the agenda of meetings, approves the expert groups proposed by the committees and
considers a number of other issues.
The Council performs its tasks by providing and discussing recommendations regarding
various research policy areas and their implementation measures, the development of
programme-based and competitive research funding, training of researchers, criteria for the
assessment of research activities of research institutions, and other issues assigned to its
competence. Proposals to the Council are submitted by its Committees, ad hoc working groups,
experts, research and studies and other public authorities.
Documents and official drafts produced by the Council are introduced to the Ministry of
Education and Science, and other research and studies institutions. Resolutions of the Council,
also information on scheduled plenary meetings of the institution are published in the Council's
internet website at www.lmt.lt. Proposals and recommendations drafted by the Council are
communicated to the Parliament of the RL, the Government, Ministry of Education and Science
and other public authorities. The Council maintains regular cooperation relations with the
Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament, also the Ministry of Education
and Science.
The functions of the Research Foundation of the Council (hereinafter – the Foundation)
include the implementation of Resolutions passed by the Council, administration of calls for
proposals, organisation of expert evaluation process, also provision of assistance at meetings of
different commissions and working groups operating with the Council, drafting of descriptions
of procedures for the implementation of the Council's activities and of other procedural
regulations, organisation of activities of the Council, drafting of documents related to the
5

administration of the State and the European Union structural support funds allocated for the
promotion of science, research and development activities. The structure of the Research
Foundation was approved by Resolution No. 7V-121 of 10 January 2011 of the Board of the
Council. In 2012, the Research Foundation was composed of the Research Funding Department
and 6 divisions: Finance and accounting, Research policy, International cooperation, Support to
researchers, Research programmes, Law and Administration divisions. With a view to
implementing its strategic objectives the Research Foundation was developing and ensuring the
administrative activities of the Research Foundation, professional development of the
personnel and members of the Council (in educational establishments of Lithuania or the
European Union, training visits to the Council's counterpart institutions), managing its financial
accounting and improving its legal regulation.
In 2012, the Council was consistently improving its internet website (www.lmt.lt). In this
relation the Council initiated the development of an electronic system for research of
competition results general for all programmes and designed to facilitate the search of
competition results for applicants while providing a possibility for internet users to get better
familiar with results of research activities attained within the projects financed by the Council.
The electronic system is scheduled to be introduced in the first half of 2013. The Council was
also improving the electronic system for submission and expert evaluation of proposals and
reports.
In 2012, the Research Foundation had 62 positions (Fig.1). Resolution No. SV-S-1463 of 1
February 2012 of the Board of the Parliament of the RL “Concerning the approval of the
maximum permitted number of positions of public servants and employees working under
employment contracts and remunerated from the State budget and the State monetary funds
in the administration of the Research Council of Lithuania” the total maximum permissible
number of civil servants and employees working under employment contracts of the Research
Foundation of the Council was increased to 62 positions (the number of the positions funded by
the EU funds and the international technical assistance resources was increased from 10 to 17)
(Table 1).
The Research Foundation of the Council has 45 positions funded from the State budget
appropriations, 17 positions funded from the European Union (hereinafter – EU) and the
international programme technical assistance resources, and 7 positions funded by the
Lithuanian-Swiss cooperation programme (the Board of the Parliament does not establish any
maximum permissible number of positions in respect of the latter).
Fig. 1 Breakdown of positions according to position groups in 2012, %.
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Table 1 Total positions in 2012-2014, and compensation costs.
2012
Members of the Council
29
Research Foundation staff
62 (7)*
Total positions (units)
98
Remuneration costs, LTL thous.
2,671
* – positions funded from the Swiss financial support programme not included into the maximum allowable
number of positions (see the text).

The Council is on regular basis informing Lithuanian researchers, higher education and
research institutions and the media on calls for proposals and any new programmes launched,
opportunities for researchers to benefit from such programmes, also introduces results of
competitions as well as statistics of competitive funding. The information on the most
important calls (e.g., call I under the Lithuanian-Swiss programme, Call III under the Global
grant facility, competitions for researcher group projects and their results, competition for
post-doctoral fellowship, Breakthrough idea projects, other national and international
programmes) was regularly provided to media, also the Council was hosting a number of
information events. Total 50 calls to submit proposals to receive financing were published, in
addition to over 120 information notices designed to introduce the results of competitions and
new programmes, the Council launched 15 information events. The media and the public at
large was also regularly informed on the course of the competition of the Controller for
academic ethics and procedures, the conclusions of the National Audit Office of Lithuania on
the Council's performance, the specificity of the research expert work and its evaluation, other
major developments related to the national and European research policy.
In 2012, the Council published four major publications: a representative publication in the
English language introducing the Council, two leaflets introducing major national research
programmes and an information leaflet dedicated to all programmes funded under the
competitive funding procedure. The Council was also ensuring the publicity of the activities
implemented under the projects funded from the European Union structural funds, and in this
relation published some information publications, hosted conferences and meetings with the
public and the research community.
In its internet website (www.lmt.lt) the Council has been regularly publishing the
information about other competitions and events hosted by other institutions and of interest
and relevance to the research community (in 2012, more than 26 such notices were published
at the Council's website State other the Council). The Council has been regularly updating the
information published in its internet website on competitions for positions in research and
studies institutions, thesis defended in Lithuania and introduced the data base of defended
dissertations (2,951 entries recorded by 31 December 2012).
In 2012, the Council initiated an international internal assessment of it performance to be
carried out by independent foreign experts. The assessment exercise is scheduled to be
completed in Q1, 2014.

5.3. Advisory activities of the Council
5.3.1.

Supervisory authority for academic ethics and procedures

The institution of the supervisor of academic ethics and procedure is provided for by
Article 18 of the Law on Higher Education and Research of the RL. On 15 September 2011, by its
7

Resolution No. XI-1583 the Parliament of the RL approved the Regulations of the service of the
Supervisor for academic ethics and procedures (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 115-5389).
Following the procedure for the election of the Supervisor for academic ethics and procedures
established in the Council's Rules of Procedures (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 40-1927) approved
by the Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament and the Ministry of
Education and Science in 2011 the Council announced its first ever selection to the position of
the Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures (hereinafter – the Supervisor), however none
of the candidates scored the required number of votes. The Council then decided to further
improve the selection procedure and announce a new competition. On 30 January 2012, the
Council passed Resolution No. VII-93 “On the amendment of Chapter IX of the Rules of
Procedure of the Research Council of Lithuania” (Official Gazette, 212, No. 16-74) which
improved the selection procedure.
The second competition for the Supervisor's position was announced on 15 February
2012. By April 5 five candidates to the position filed their applications to the Council. Having
examined whether all documents as specified in the call have been submitted the Supervisor's
candidate commission of five members set up by the Council compiled a public list of
candidates to the Supervisor's position; in that relation the curricula vitae, descriptions of the
candidates' professional career, motivated proposals or reference letters were also uploaded in
the website of the Council. The list compiled by the Council included Prof. Irena Misevičienė
(Chief researcher at the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences), Assoc. Prof. Gintautas
Danišauskas (lecturer at Mykolas Romeris University), Prof. Alfonsas Ramonas (Chief researcher
at Klaipėda University), Assoc. Prof. Rimantas Mikalauskas (Lecturer at the Lithuanian Academy
of Physical Culture). Assoc. Prof. Daiva Janulaitytė-Gunther (Lecturer at the Lithuanian
University of Health Sciences). The public was invited to submit commentaries about the
candidates until May 18.
After the interviews with all candidates the Supervisor selection commission selected the
candidacies of Prof. Irena Misevičienė, Assoc. Prof. Rimantas Mikalauskas, and Prof. Alfonsas
Ramonas, and submitted them for consideration at the plenary meeting of the Council of 25
June 2012. The candidates then exercised their right to present guidelines for their activities,
answered questions of members of the Council, presented some of their ideas and
demonstrated a more in-depth understanding of possible functions of the Supervisor's office,
however, there was insufficient unanimity in the understanding of members of the Council and
the candidates concerning the mode of implementation of the anticipated procedure. In the
course of meeting Prof. Misevičienė withdrew her candidacy, and when voting concerning the
candidacy to be proposed to the Seimas, none of the two remaining candidates scored the
required number of votes. The Council decided to submit specific proposals to further improve
the legal basis regulating the institute of the Supervisor of academic ethics and procedures.
In December 2012 the Council delegated Prof. Eugenijus Butkus to the working group set
up by the Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Parliament tasked with the
improvement of the procedure for the election of the Supervisor.
The third competition for the selection of candidates to the position of the Supervisor
was announced on 5 February 2012.
5.3.2.

Commission on ethics of research activities of the Research Council of Lithuania

In response to numerous inquiries concerning different matters related to ethics of
research activities and possible ethics infringements within the projects financed by the
Council, on 7 May 2012 the Council approved the principles of ethics in research activities of
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the Research Council of Lithuania defining ethical research activities and the provisions for
ethical behaviour of researchers.
The task of examining cases of infringement of principles of ethics in research activities
related to projects financed by the Council, also to evaluation and publication of research
results, expert activities of researchers, organisation of research work, dissemination of
research knowledge in the society, other activities of the Council, and passing decisions on
these issues was assigned to its Research activity ethics commission (hereinafter – the
Commission) approved by Resolution No. VII-105 of 25 June 2012 of the Council (the
composition of the Council was supplemented by two members by Resolution No. VII-129 of 17
December 2012 of the Council). The Commission drafted the Rules of Procedure of the
Research activity ethics commission of the Council which was discussed at meetings of
committees of the Council and approved by an Order of the Chairman of the Council.
Having approved by its Resolution No. VII-126 of 17 December 2012 the Description of
the procedure for the examination of notifications related to infringements of ethics of
research activities at the Research Council, the Council established the procedure for filing of
such notifications to the Council and their examination.
5.3.3.

Classification of research fields and branches

By its Letter No. 4S-1228 of 2 December 2011 the Council submitted to the Ministry of
Education and Science a draft of the classification of research fields and branches
(www.lmt.lt/lt/teisine-informacija/ta-projektai/ta-sprendimai), in the course of preparation
whereof the Council received numerous comments and proposals from researchers and research
and studies institutions concerning the names of research branches and their attribution to one
or another research field. In the course of the past decade the development of research has
become especially rapid: new, relevant and intensively developing subject matters and themes
of research keep emerging and are often of interdisciplinary nature. A strict classification of
research areas may be treated also as an obstacle for a development of modern research and
science. Having regard to the application made in January 2012 by the Council to the Ministry
of Education and Science proposing to amend the concept of the classification of research, and
to limit the regulation by legal acts only to research areas and research fields. Research
branches could also be treated as only designating the content of research fields, and the
Council could draw up and publish a regularly updated list of research branches designating
research fields. The Ministry of Education and Science was proposed to initiate an amendment
to Resolution No. 1840 of 29 December 2010 of the Government of the RL “On the
classification of research areas, fields and branches” (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 158-8030)
In May 2012, the Council disseminated a communication in which it stated that having
regard to the research fields and branches that have been amended, disappeared or emerged
in the course of the past decade and the increasingly apparent importance of its
interdisciplinary nature, the draft classification of research areas, fields and branches drawn up
by the Council in 2012 is of specific relevance.
On 26 September 2012, the Government of the RL passed its Resolution No. 1178 “On the
amendment of Resolution No.1840 of 29 December 2010 of the Government of the Republic of
Lithuania “On the classification of research areas, fields and branches” (Official Gazette, 2012,
113-5725) according to which the Ministry of Education and Science, in coordination with the
Council, was obligated to define research fields within each research area, and the Council was
obligated, in coordination with the Ministry of Education and Science, to define research
branches within each research area.
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In 2013, the Council intends to initiate an amendment to the research field approved by
Order No. V-1457 of 16 October 2012 of the Minister of Education and Science “On the
approval of research fields” (Official Gazette, 2012, 123-6225).
5.3.4. Minimum qualification requirements for positions of research staff at public higher
education and research institutions
At its plenary meeting of 30 January 2012, the Council passed its Resolution concerning
the specification of the Description of the minimum qualification requirements for positions of
research staff at public higher education and research institutions (Official Gazette, 2012, No.
17-795) approved by Resolution No. VII-71 of 16 May 2011. Specifications were introduced to
Chapter III of the Description regulating the minimum qualification requirements for
researchers working in the area of physical, biomedical, technologies and agricultural sciences.
It should be noted that while referring to the specified minimum requirements
institutions have a right to provide for their requirements for positions of researchers, however
having regard to Items 7.1-7.6 of the Description that are to be abided by. However, a specific
institution shall also have a right to establish additional requirements.
It should be also emphasised that any equivalents to articles in international research
publications could be applied only to those requirements that are higher than the established
minimum requirements. For example, in the event the Description of an institution provides for
a requirement for a chief research fellow to have published twenty eight articles in
international science publications, thirteen of such articles could benefit from the application of
equivalents. Another example could be the requirements for the past period of five years
provided for in the Description; these requirements may be replaced by applying equivalents.
In any case, the minimum qualification requirements referred to in Items 8.1-8.5 of the
Description cannot be replaced by applying any equivalents.
The minimum qualification requirements for research workers have been developed in
accordance with the Law on Higher Education and Research of the RL. The requirements duly
take into account the peculiarities of research areas by formulating individual provisions for
researchers in humanities and social science areas, or physical, biomedical, technology and
agricultural science areas, at the same time providing for more freedom for public research and
study institutions.
In December 2012, in response to the Letter from the Office of Equal Opportunities
Ombudsperson, the Council was also providing explanations concerning requirements for
candidates to positions of professors and researchers, and the establishment of qualification
requirements to research staff members. In the opinion of the Council the currently effective
general legal acts do not presuppose any infringement of equal opportunities requirement.
Research and study institutions normally do not include the period of child care leave into a
researcher's term of office. This provision should be provided for in employment contracts and
internal regulations of institutions. The Council is currently considering a possibility in 2013 to
review the minimum qualification requirements provided for thereby by excluding the period of
the child care leave in evaluating the results attained by researchers in a five year period.
5.3.5.

Long-term institutional R&D programmes

Acting in accordance with provisions of the Description of the procedure for the initiation,
approval, implementation and evaluation of long-term institutional research and development
(social, cultural) programmes (hereinafter – Description of long-term institutional programmes)
approved by Order No. V-153 of 31 January 2011 of the Minister of Education and Science
10

(Official Gazette, 2011, No. 16-783), the Council evaluated draft programmes in the areas of
humanities and social sciences submitted by public research institutions in the areas of
humanities and social sciences – the Institute of the Lithuanian Language, the Institute of the
Lithuanian Literature and Folklore, Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics, Institute of
Lithuanian History, the Lithuanian Culture and the Lithuanian Social Research Centre. Also the
Council evaluated draft programmes in long-term research and development (social and cultural)
of the Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology, Nature Research Centre, Centre of Innovative
Medicine, Lithuanian Agrarian and Forestry Research Centre, Lithuanian Energy Institute.
In Q 1 2012, having regard to the proposals submitted by experts of the Council the longterm institutional research and development (social and cultural) programmes were approved
by the Minister of Education and Science.
For the purpose of implementing provisions of the Description of long-term institutional
programmes, on 17 December 2012 the Council passed Resolution No. VII-128 “On the
approval of the Description of the procedure for the submission and evaluation of annual
reports of long-term institutional research and development (social and cultural) programmes”
(Official Gazette, 2012, No. 152-7818). Reports of long-term institutional programmes will be
evaluated in the course of 2013.
5.3.6.

Recognition of doctoral degrees in research (art) acquired abroad

Resolution No. 212 of 29 February 2012 of the Government of the RL “On the approval of
the Description of the procedure for the recognition of education and qualifications related to
higher education and acquired in accordance with educational programmes of foreign States
and international organisations” (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 29-1290) the Council was
designated responsible for the academic recognition of foreign research (art) doctoral degrees.
This function is performed in accordance with the Description of the procedure for the
recognition of education and qualifications related to higher education and acquired in
accordance with educational programmes of foreign States and international organisations, and
the Methodology for the assessment of research (art) doctoral degrees acquired in foreign
States. The Council drafted the Methodology in 2012 and approved it with the Ministry of
Education and Science. The Methodology was approved on 7 May 2012 by Resolution No. VII103 “On the approval of the Methodology of research (art) doctoral degrees acquired in foreign
States” (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 55-2757). The Methodology regulates the determination in
the State of origin of a research (art) doctoral degree acquired abroad, and the comparison of
the general requirements for the research (art) doctoral degree acquired abroad with the
corresponding requirements established in the Republic of Lithuania.
The essential difference from the previously effective procedure for the nostrification of
academic degrees and pedagogical titles stems from the provision according to which while
recognising the research (art) doctoral degrees acquired abroad rather than considering the
compliance of the degrees with the requirements established in the Republic of Lithuania, the
matter to be considered is the absence of essential differences between the requirements in the
country of origin and the general requirements effective in the Republic of Lithuania. Another
important aspect is the procedure according to which having passed a decision to recognise a
qualification acquired abroad as equivalent to the research (art) degree awarded in the Republic of
Lithuania, the applicant is issued a certificate, rather than a doctor's diploma of Lithuanian standard.
By its Resolution No.VII-106 of 25 June 2012, the Council set up the Commission for the
evaluation of research (art) doctoral degrees acquired abroad consisting of seven members.
The Commission was authorised to evaluate the foreign qualification in accordance with the
Methodology of research (art) doctoral degrees acquired in foreign States.
11

Acting in accordance with the new Methodology of research (art) doctoral degrees
acquired in foreign States the Council in 2012 recognised eight foreign classifications to be
equivalent to the research (art) doctoral degree awarded in the Republic of Lithuania, and
refused to recognise the qualification in one instance.
5.3.7.

Doctoral studies in research and art

Acting in accordance with the legal acts governing art and research doctoral studies
passed by the Ministry of Education and Science, and following the Description of the
procedure for the evaluation of the applications for the authorisation to provide doctoral
degree studies approved in December 2010 (Resolution No. VII-53 of 6 December 2010 of the
Council), and the Description of the procedure and evaluation criteria for the evaluation of art
doctoral studies (Resolution No. VII-54 of 6 December 2010 of the Council), during 2012 the
Council assessed 11 applications of higher education and research institutions for the
authorisation to conduct doctoral studies: 1 application in humanities, 2 applications in the area
of social science, 1 applications in physical sciences, 1 application in agricultural sciences, 5
applications in technologies, and 1 application in the area of arts.
Having received and considered all the received applications and having considered the
need for and the reasonableness of the doctoral studies requested, the academic competence
of the member of the doctoral studies committee in the area of the doctoral studies requested,
the effectiveness and the efficiency of the doctoral studies, the infrastructure of the research
conducted at the institutions concerned, and the submitted regulations of doctoral studies the
Council approved the applications of four institutions (1 in the area of agricultural sciences, 2
applications in the area of technological sciences, and 1 application in the area of arts), and
recommended to the Ministry of Education and Science to authorise the applicant institutions to
conduct doctoral studies in the areas concerned. The Council rejected 7 applications for the right
of doctoral studies (1 in humanities, 1 – in physical sciences and 5 applications in the area of
technology sciences) and accordingly did not recommend to authorise the institutions to
conduct doctoral studies. The principal reason for not recommending in respect of the
institutions to be authorised to conduct doctoral studies was an insufficient scientific potential
in the areas in which the institutions were requesting the right.
At the request of the Ministry of Education and Science the Council drew up a proposal
concerning the allocation of the places of doctoral studies to universities and institutions in
2012, having regard to the results of research activities of the research and studies institutions
and the efficiency of doctoral studies conducted thereby.
Since 2011, the Council has been implementing a European Union structural funds project
“Improvement of training high qualification specialists for the development of researchintensive sub-sectors of economy – NKPDOKT” supporting the training of high qualification
specialists (doctoral students) in the fields of research related to the subject matter of national
integrated programmes (more about the project in Chapter 6.1.8 of the Report).
Having regard to the inquiries submitted by several institutions and the expertise acquired
in evaluating the applications the Council applied to the Ministry of Education and Science with a
request to provide an explanation regarding the procedures and the documents, or their
amendments required for an institution (institutions) to be authorised to integrate into the
doctoral studies process and conduct doctoral studies in cooperation with other institution
(institutions) to which the right to conduct doctoral studies in specific areas have been already
awarded. The regulations of research doctoral studies do not provide a description of such
possibility. In a number of instances an expedient solution for research and studies institutions
seeking to be authorised to conduct doctoral studies is to join the already functioning doctoral
12

studies committees and conduct doctoral studies in cooperation with other institution (institutions)
to which the right to conduct doctoral studies in specific areas have been already awarded. This
would contribute to the integration and strengthening of the relevant research potential.
5.3.8.

Development of research infrastructure

The research infrastructure is perceived as an entirety of tools, resources and related
services used by the research communities in carrying out research work, and includes the
principal research facilities, research material, knowledge sources and other tools that are
essential in attaining the results of research activities.
Acting in accordance with Letter No. 43-01-R-3604 of 24 May 2010 “Concerning the
participation in the development of consortia of European research infrastructures” of the
Ministry of Education and Science whereby the Council was authorised to represent the
Republic of Lithuania in the establishment of European research infrastructure according to the
EU Council regulation, the Council was continuing the process launched in 2010 of inclusion
into three research consortia in humanities and social sciences: CLARIN (Common Language
Resources and Technology Infrastructure), CESSDA (Council of European Social Science Data
Archives) and ESS (European Social Survey). The management committees of the emerging panEuropean infrastructures including representatives of the Council, acting in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Council regulation (EC) No. 723/2009 On the Community legal
framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) drafted the statute of the
relevant ERIC (European Research Infrastructure Consortium), approved the ERIC funding
models, was drawing up technical and research descriptions of applications to be submitted to
the European Commission.
As provided for in the new EU strategy “Europe 2020”, the top level research infrastructures
(hereinafter – RI) will be developed in the European research area by 2020. Such RIs are intended
to become one of the key drivers of innovations developed following the Roadmap first drawn up
and regularly updated by the ESFRI (European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures).
Acting in accordance with the relevant provisions of Council regulation (EC) No. 723/2009
On the Community legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC)
(OJ 2009 L 206), and the Law on Higher Education and Research of the Republic of Lithuania
(Official Gazette, 2009, No. 54-2140), as well as the Description of the procedure for the
participation in international research infrastructures approved by Order No. V-1068 of 2 July
2012 of the Minister of Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 82-4282), the Council
by its Resolution No. VII-127 of 17 December 2012 (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 151-7762)
approved the Description of the procedure for the initiation of the participation of Lithuanian
institutions in international research infrastructures. The Description regulates the drawing up
and evaluation by the Council of the plan for the membership of Lithuanian institutions in
international research infrastructure, and the procedure for passing of the Council's
recommendations concerning such participation. The final decision concerning the participation
of Lithuanian institutions in international research infrastructures is passed by the Government
of the Republic of Lithuania on the proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science.
For the purpose of considering the issues related to research infrastructures the Council by its
Resolution No. VII-130 of 17 December 2012 approved the Research Infrastructure Commission.
5.3.9.

Expert group for the evaluation of the terms of reference of R&D works

In 2012, the Council set up a group for the evaluation of technical tasks of Research and
Development (hereinafter – R&D) works, acting in accordance with the Description of the
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procedure for the procurement of research and development services except the research and
development services the benefit derived from which is used only for operating projects of the
contracting authority and which are fully paid up by the contracting authority approved by
Resolution No. 772 of 22 June 2011 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, and the
Description of the procedure for the evaluation of terms of reference of research and
development works, approved by Resolution No. VII-85 of 21 November 2011 of the Council.
The terms of reference of R&D works are submitted for the evaluation through the data
base of commissioned research and development works of Ministries, Government institutions
and institutions under Ministries managed by the Research, innovations and technologies
agency (MITA), or directly to the Council requesting to establish by way of expert evaluation
whether or not the works performed should be recognised to be R&D works.
The group for the evaluation of technical tasks of R&D works was evaluating the terms of
reference of R&D works submitted by the Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis
Centre, the State Tax Inspectorate (2 applications), the European Social Fund Agency, and the
Vilnius Regional Administrative Court. The Council has been performing this function since 2011.
5.3.10. Commission for the evaluation of selection of R&D services and their providers
Acting in accordance with Description of the procedure for the procurement of research
and development services except the research and development services the benefit derived
from which is used only for operating projects of the contracting authority and which are fully
paid up by the contracting authority approved by Resolution No. 772 of 22 June 2011 of the
Government of the RL, the Description of the procurement procedure, the Council on 21
November 2011 approved the Procedure for the evaluation of the selection of R&D services and
their providers (Resolution No. VII-85 of the Council), and by its Resolution No. 7V-236 of 16
January 2012 approved the Commission for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection of
R&D services and their providers, and obligated the Commission to evaluate the procedure for
the selection of R&D services and their providers.
The R&D services intended to be procured and the procedure for the selection of R&D
services providers are evaluated with a view to establishing whether the services intended to
be procured are related to the respective R&D results, or are necessary for the attainment of
such results, and whether the R&D services provider’s selection procedure anticipated by the
customer has been developed following the principles of transparency, clearness, objectivity
and non-discrimination, and provide for a selection of providers of adequate competence.
The procedures for the evaluation of the services intended to be procured and the
selection of the service providers are in detail defined in the Rules of Procedures of the
Commission for the evaluation of the procedure for the selection of R&D services and their
providers, approved by Order No. 54 of 28 February 2012 of the Chairman of the Council.
2012 was the first year when the Council was evaluating R&D services. Documents and
information for the evaluation by the Commission were submitted by the Research and Higher
Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre, Qualification and Vocational Training Development
Centre, and the Council. Total the Commission conducted four evaluations of R&D services and
the procedure for the selection of service providers.
5.3.11. Activities in the implementation of the programme-based competitive R&D (social,
cultural) development
Acting in accordance with the Description of the procedure for the allocation of the funds
for co-funding of applied research commissioned by economic entities to public research and
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studies institutions according to proposals of economic entities approved by Order No. V-2129
of 14 November 2011 (revised by Order No. 1217 of 14 August 2012), in 2012 the Council
published two calls for proposals to obtain financing from the resources allocated for the
promotion of commissioned research by economic entities.
In 2012 the Council was submitted for evaluation total 123 applications by Lithuanian
research and studies institutions for co-funding of research commissioned by economic entities.
The expert evaluation conducted also established whether or not the works commissioned by
economic entities could be recognised to be R&D works. For performing of works
commissioned by economic entities and recognised to be R&D works public research and
studies institutions were allocated promotion funds.
Starting from 7 November 2012, the coordination of this activity was assigned to the
Research, Innovations and Technologies Agency (MITA).
5.3.12. Art Commission
Early in 2012 the Art commission of the Council (hereinafter – the Art commission) was
assigned a task to examine The concept of culture development through research (approved by
Order No. V-2371 of 1 December 2011 of the Minister of Education and Science of the RL)
(Official Gazette, 2011, No. 152-7165) (hereinafter – the Concept), and the proposal related to
the Concept submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science to include the programme of
culture development through research into a research programme currently implemented.
Having analysed the Concept and assessed the relevant international good practice of
similar nature the Art commission proposed that the development of the concept of culture
development through research and the definition of opportunities offered thereby should
integrate innovative artistic research that would facilitate contribution to the development of
creativity of the society, cultural industry, cultural self-education and the development of
harmonious society. According to a Resolution of the Committee of Humanities and Social
Sciences of the Council the Art Commission was proposed to draw up a draft concept of Culture
development through scientific, artistic research and technologies, and the documents related
to the draft concept (the criteria according to which it would be possible to assess such
projects, their promoters and the possible outcomes). In relation to developing the projects the
Art commission was proposed to include representatives from Lithuanian research and studies
institutions implementing the national integrated programme “Cultural industries”.
In May 2011, the Art Commission was set up and assigned a task to submit proposals to
the Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Council concerning doctoral studies in
arts, development of cultural industries, development of individual fields of art, evaluation of
art works, qualification requirements for art workers, fields in art research, programmes and
projects and other related issues.
5.3.13. Assessment of research (art) works
Acting in accordance with Clause 2 of the Methodology for the evaluation of research
(art) works of Lithuanian higher education and research institutions approved by Order No. V1128 of 10 July 2010 of the Minister for Education and Science (version of Order No. V-572 of 8
April 2011) the Council organised the evaluation of research (art) works of Lithuanian higher
education and research institutions.
Acting in accordance with Order No. V-798 of 10 May 2011 of the Minister of Education
and Science the higher education and research institutions submitted to the Council the reports
on their research, artistic and other related activities for 2011. The Council set up three expert
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groups that evaluated the submitted reports in accordance with the Methodology for the
evaluation of research (art) works of higher education and research institutions. The evaluation
results are published in the website of the Council. The results of the evaluation of research
(art) works of the research and studies institutions constituted a basis for the allocation of
budgetary appropriations in 2012. However, in the opinion of the Council, the methodology for
the evaluation of research (art) works is overly formal, it fails to an appropriate extent reflect
the quality of research (art) activities, and therefore needs to be revised and improved.
5.3.14. Other expert-advisory activities of the Council
In addition to the activities pursued and the proposals submitted the Council was also
accomplishing other significant assignments.
The Council informed the Parliament of the RL of the possibilities for libraries to
participate in the calls published by the Council for the implementation of research projects. It
should be noted that the issue raised is of importance not only to Martynas Mažvydas library,
but also to other libraries, also to museums and archives at which part of the staff is involved in
research activities. Such institutions could engage in different competitions announced by the
Council not only as partners, but also as executing institutions if they had any researchers
employed in positions of research fellows and had as a partner at least one education and
research institution. Provided the founders of such institutions initiate amendments of relevant
legal acts providing for introduction of positions of researchers all obstacles for libraries, State
archives, national and republican museums to participate in research projects as executing
institutions would be removed.
With a view to providing equal opportunities and conditions favourable for the
development of technology sciences and applied research in other areas, at the same time
promoting the development of high technologies in Lithuania, the Council by its Resolution No.
7V-166 of 18 April 2011 approved the Technology development commission. On the basis of
proposals submitted by this commission the Council by its Resolution No. VII-95 of 30 January
2012 On the administration and evaluation of technology development projects of researcher
groups (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 18-843) approved the Form for the comprehensive expert
evaluation of technological development project proposals submitted by groups of researchers.
The Council submitted its opinion to the Ministry of Education and Science concerning the
award of the status of a research institution to the public research institution the Institute of
Law of Lithuania.
The committees of the Council examined the documents of the Framework programme
for research and innovation Horizon 2020, and submitted its conclusions, comments and
proposals to the Parliament of the RL, also the Ministry of Education and Science.
Commissioned by the Ministry of Education and Science the Council carried out an expert
evaluation of projects designed for the implementation of activities under Measure 2.4
“Development of international competitiveness of researchers” of the Researcher Career
programme.
The Council submitted its opinion to the Public interest protection division of Kaunas
County concerning the legality of the procedure for the admission to the residency and doctoral
degree studies of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences.
Representatives by the Council were appointed and participated in different working
groups. For example, representatives of the Council participated in the working group set up by
the Ministry of Economy to draft a concept for the law regulating research, development and
innovations, also in the working group of the Strategic Council for research, development and
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innovations. In 2012, Prof. Gražina Daunoravičienė was working as a representative of the
Council at the Lithuanian Television and Radio Council.
The Council was also active in submitting comments concerning draft legal acts submitted
for approval by other public authorities and related to higher education and research
institutions, their activities, finance and accounting matters, support from the European Union
structural funds and its administration.

5.4. Implementation of the programme-based competitive funding of research
and development (social, cultural)
The Council has been seeking to further improve the procedures underlying the
programme-based competitive funding. The principal instruments passed by the Council in
2012 governing the implementation of the programme-based competitive funding included the
new version of the Description of the procedure of expert evaluation of research projects and
their reports (Resolution No. VII-115 of 1 October 2012 of the Council) (Official Gazette, 2012,
No. 121-6092), the Description of the procedure for the conclusion, implementation,
amendment and termination of financing agreements (Order No. V-167 of 27 June 2012 of the
Chairman of the Council), the Description of the procedure for on-the-spot checks of research
projects (Order No. V-168 of 27 June 2012 of the Council). In 2012, the Council established the
maximum permissible hourly pays for specific positions in research and dissemination projects
funded by the Council (Resolution No. VII-113 of 1 October 2012 of the Council; Official
Gazette, 2012, No. 117-5942). Referring to its acquired expertise the Council was further
revising and improving the Descriptions of the procedures for the implementation of other
research and support programmes implemented by the Council. By its Resolution No. VII-94 of
30 January 2012, the Council approved the Description of the procedure for the submission and
examination of appeals concerning the evaluation of research (dissemination) projects and
reports (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 18-842).
The results of the implementation of the programme-based competitive R&D (social,
cultural) development are summarised in Table 2.
Table 2 The results of the implementation of the programme-based competitive R&D (social, cultural)
development are summarised in Table 2.

No.

Activities in the implementation of the programme-based competitive
R&D (social, cultural) development

1.
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
2.
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
3.

National research programmes
State and nation: heritage and identity
Social challenges to national security
Chronic non-infectious diseases
Future energy
Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact
Healthy and safe food
Development programmes and other research projects:
The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015
Researcher teams projects
Breakthrough ideas projects
Long-term institution-based programme in economic research
Support:

Projects financed
in 2012 (including
commitments from
previous years)

Funding
granted in
2012,
LTL thous.

51
31
19
12
14
17

4,344.2
2,962.5
4,000.0
4,135.5
4,869.7
3,574.6

141
241
16
1

5,459.5
19,263.7
122.3
8,00.0
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3.1 Support for academic associations
3.2 Support for researcher travel
3.3 Scholarships to doctor's degree students for academic achievements
3.4 Support to academic mobility of doctor's degree students
3.5 Support for research events
3.6 Support to publication of research articles and books
Total:

30
67
488
45
57
4
1,234

117.3
166.7
2, 657.3
111.8
548.4
12.1
53,145.6

In 2012, the Council was submitted total 2,492 proposals of which 1,049 proposals
concerned research and dissemination projects. Total in 2012, the Council provided funding to
1,234 projects of which 543 were research and dissemination projects. Out of the total 306
projects were first started to be funded in 2012, while others continued to be funded from
previous years. In 2012, the Council provided financial support to 3,177 project promoters
including 2,998 project promoters implementing research and dissemination projects.
Fig. 2 The higher education and research institution to which the Council in 2012, on the basis of
competition, awarded the largest amounts of State budget funds for the implementation of research and
dissemination projects; funds allocated, LTL m. Institutions to which the Council in 2012 allocated not less than LTL
0.5 m.
VU TVM – Vilnius University International Business School, LLTI – Institute of the Lithuanian Literature and
Folklore, LSTC – Lithuanian Social Research Centre, TI – Institute of Law of Lithuania, ASU – Aleksandras Stulginskis
University, IMC – Innovative Medicine Centre, LKI – Institute of the Lithuanian language, LII – Institute of
Lithuanian History, LAMMC – Lithuanian Agrarian and Forestry Research Centre, KU – Klaipėda University, VGTU –
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, LEI – Lithuanian Energy Institute, VDU – Vytautas Magnus University,
FTMC – Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology, GTC – Nature Research Centre, LSMU – Lithuanian University
of Health Sciences, KTU – Kaunas Technology University, VU – Vilnius University, and Other – institutions to which
the Council in 2012 allocated less than LTL 0.5 m.
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5.4.1.

National research programmes

The Council is implementing a programme-based competitive research funding model,
whose one of the main implementation measures is the national research programmes
(hereinafter – NRP) that represent the entirety of research activities, methods and measures
employed to facilitate the State and the society to address problems of strategic importance.
The programmes are designed to concentrate the research potential and financial resources of
Lithuania, initiate new programme-based research activities and coordinate those in progress.
With a view to ensuring an appropriate funding for highest competence research activities and
promoting the competitiveness of Lithuanian science, team members of the measures under
the programmes are selected by way of public competition. In this area of activity the Council
was acting in accordance with the version of Resolution No. 877 of 13 July 2011 of the
Government of the RL On the approval of the regulations for national research programmes
(Official Gazette, 2008, No. 92-4378) of Resolution No. 731 of 16 July 2008 of the Government of
the RL On the approval of regulations for national research programmes, Resolution No. 980 of 1
October 2008 of the Government of the RL On the approval of the list of the national research
programmes (Official Gazette, 2008, No. 116-4427), the Description of the procedure for the
drawing up and implementation of national research programmes approved by Resolution No.
VII-91 of 2 January 2012 of the Council, and its new version approved by Resolution No. VII-125 of
17 December 2012 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 152-7817). The Chairman of the
Council set up the implementation groups for each NRP that early in 2012 drew up reports on the
implementation of the programmes for 2011. The reports are published in the website of the
Council at http://www.lmt.lt/lt/apie-taryba/planavimas/veikla-at/2011.html.
The following six NRPs were in progress in 2012:
1. NRP “State and nation: heritage and identity” (approved by Order No. V-7 of 5
January 2010 of the Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 4-170);
2. NRP “Social challenges to national security” (approved by Order No. V-2334 of 17
December 2010 of the Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 152-7764);
3. NRP “Chronic non-infectious diseases” (approved by Order No. V-952 of 19 June 2010
of the Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 75-3851);
4. NRP “Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact” (approved by
Order No. V-951 of 19 June 2010 of the Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette,
2010, No. 75-3849);
5. NRP “Future energy” (approved by Order No. V-950 of 19 June 2010 of the Minister
for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 75-3847);
6. NRP “Healthy and safe food” (approved by Order No. V-694 of 26 April 2011 of the
Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 51-2499).
5.4.1.1.

State and nation: heritage and identity

The objective of the NRP “State and nation: heritage and identity” is to formulate the
general theoretical concept of social and cultural identity, to examine and evaluate the
development of specific identity forms from the viewpoint of heritage, contemporary state of
identity and impacts of the modern world challenges. The following tasks have been defined to
achieve the objective of the programme:
1. Basic research of the preconditions of the identity, its conception and expression
forms and development, and the forms of the social and cultural identity of the Lithuanian
society, their development and prospects;
2. Research of the discourse of historic consciousness, the historic memory of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania and the formation of the modern national identity in the XIX-XX c., also
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research of the Soviet period legacy and its management, consciousness of the emigration, selfconsciousness and the preserved identity;
3. Research of the relation between the cultural heritage and the society, and the
development of the infrastructure required for the research of the heritage and identity;
4. Research of the nature of the impact of the different (including new) challenges of
the modern world – globalisation, secularisation and others upon the identity, the State,
language and culture;
5. Development of the concept of the integrated information infrastructure of the
Lithuanian heritage and identity.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 37 annual and final reports of the programme projects
launched in the current or previous years. According to the call for projects under the
programme the Council received in 2012 total 35 proposals. Following the expert assessment of
the proposals funding was granted to 19 projects. In 2012, 51 projects were implemented
under the programme which were allocated LTL 4,344.200.
5.4.1.2.

Social challenges to national security

The objective of NRP “Social challenges to national security” is to reveal the nature,
content, scale and trends of social phenomena threatening national security, also to develop
strategic solutions and provide recommendations to overcome these threats. The following
tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:
1. surveys of the country's demographic development;
2. surveys of the country's human resources, labour market policy and employment;
3. surveys of social welfare;
4. surveys of criminogenic processes threatening personal or public security;
5. performing of surveys of psychosocial interfaces and the subjective welfare.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 40 annual and final reports of the programme projects
launched in the current or previous years. According to the call for projects under the
programme the Council received in 2012 total 30 proposals. Following the expert assessment of
the proposals funding was granted to 5 projects. In 2012, 31 projects were implemented under
the programme (total allocation – LTL 2,962,500).
In September 2012, the Council was hosting a scientific seminar- discussion under the
national research programme “Social challenges to national security: lessons and improvement
opportunities” dedicated to the implementation of that NRP and its outcome overview.
5.4.1.3.

Chronic non-infectious diseases

The goal of the NRP “Chronic non-infectious diseases” is to gain new scientific knowledge
required to reduce the morbidity, mortality and disability of the Lithuanian population caused
by the major chronic non-infectious diseases (cardiovascular diseases, cancer diseases,
diabetes, neurodegenerative diseases, allergies and autoimmune diseases, mental and
behavioral disorders (hereinafter – CNID), develop the strategic principles for the prevention of
such diseases and create further improved methods for the prevention and diagnostics thereof.
The following tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:
1. establish the impact of social, economic, life-style and biological factors upon the
disparities in the health of Lithuanian residents, the risk of falling ill with CNID, and provide
scientific grounds for the strategic principles of prevention and control of such diseases.
2. develop the comprehensive analysis, molecular marker and non-invasive visualisation
methods for the prevention and an early diagnostics of CNIDs.
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In 2012, the Council evaluated 48 annual and final reports of the programme projects
launched in the current or previous years. In 2012, 19 projects were under implementation,
total allocations to support the projects amounted to LTL 4,000,000.
5.4.1.4.

Future energy

The aim of the NRP “Future energy” is to address the most relevant scientific problems
concerning Lithuania's energy security, improvement of energy efficiency and the production of
future energy as well as development of supply technologies and optimization of their usage.
The following tasks have been defined to achieve the objective of the programme:
1. Development and surveys of Lithuania's energy security and its development models;
2. Development of the scientific base for the production, supply and efficient
consumption of future energy.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 21 annual and final reports of the projects under the
programme launched in the current or previous years. 12 projects were in progress in the
course of the year according to financing agreements signed in the current and the previous
years; the projects were allocated total LTL 4,135,500.
5.4.1.5.

Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact

The NRP “Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact” aims to obtain
new scientific knowledge of contemporary and historical impact of biologic invasions towards
the structure of biologic systems, their functioning and evolution in order to clarify the basic
adaptation patterns of ecosystems and their components in the context of global changes. In
addition, it aims to implement a complex evaluation of the current state of ecosystems, their
biological diversity and resource availability given the impact of global biologic invasions,
identify the most common adaptability and mitigation measures. The Programme sets the
following three research tasks:
1. on the basis of biogeochemical indicators analyse the changes in the
paleoenvironmental conditions establishing their stages and relationship with the globally
recorded Quaternary fluctuations, identifying the impact of the paleoenvironment factors
upon the patterns of species invasion (expansion) and adaptation;
2. study the invasiveness of alien species, their evolutionary (genomic) changes and
adaptation in new localities, by drafting the guidelines for the assessment, forecasting and
management of biological invasions under the conditions of the global environmental change;
3. identify the vulnerability of native species and their adaptation under the conditions
of biological invasion and other global changes, and to identify the environmental impacts and
socio-economic consequences of the invasions and species range change on the current biological
diversity, and the organisation, functions and evolution of communities and ecosystems.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 38 annual and final reports of the programme projects
launched in the current or previous years. In 2012, 14 projects were under implementation,
total allocations for the projects amounted to LTL 4,869,700.
5.4.1.6.

Healthy and safe food

Acting in accordance with Resolution No. 980 of 1 October 2008 of the Government of
the Republic of Lithuania “On the approval of the list of the National Research Programmes”
(Official Gazette, 2008, No. 116-4427), the Council designed and submitted for approval the
National Research Programme “Healthy and safe food” included in the list of the National
Research Programmes. The NRP “Healthy and safe food” was approved by Order No. V-694 of
26 April 2011 of the Minister for Education and Science (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 51-2499).
21

The NRP “Healthy and safe food” is designed to obtain and systematise new scientific
knowledge required to develop the relevant methods and apply bio-substances to new, safe and
higher quality food products or enhanced biological value complying with the healthy nutrition
principles and competitive at domestic and foreign markets; develop the theoretical basis for
technologies of functional food products while rationally using local raw materials and ensuring
the safe supply of food products to consumers. The Programme sets the following two tasks:
1. analyse and identify the changes of biologically valuable and hazardous substances
while raising animals and plants for food, storing and processing agricultural raw materials, and
develop the technology prototypes enhancing the safety and quality of food products;
2. analyse and assess the food components from the chemical, biological, toxicological
aspects as well as from the point of view of their impact upon food matrices in developing safer
food products of enhanced biological value.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 9 annual and final reports of the programme projects
launched in the current or previous years. According to the call for projects under the
programme the Council received in 2012 total 14 proposals. Following the expert assessment of
the proposals funding was granted to 8 projects. In 2012, 17 projects were implemented under
the programme (total allocation – LTL 3,574,600).
5.4.2.

Development and other programmes
5.4.2.1.

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015

The National Lithuanian studies development programme for 2009-2015 was the first
programme the Council had undertaken in 2009 within the programme-based and competitive
financing of research activities. In this relation improvements were introduced to two
documents constituting the basis for the administration of the Programme. This included a new
version of the Description of the procedure for the implementation of the National Lithuanian
studies development programme for 2009-2015 (approved by Resolution No. VII-78 of 09
November 2012 of the Council) and the Description of the expert assessment of dissemination
projects and their reports (approved by Resolution No. VII-80 of 09 November 2012 of the
Council (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 131-6640).
In 2011, one call for proposals was announced according to four groups of the
Programme measures:
1. research in different fields of Lithuanian studies, dissemination of the results of such
research, and enhancement of researcher qualification;
2. development and monitoring of digital information resources in Lithuanian studies;
3. national and international dissemination of studies of Lithuanian philology,
promotion of international relations and international recognition;
4. publishing of works in Lithuanian philology.
In 2012, the Council evaluated 77 annual or final reports of projects implemented under the
programme and started in previous years and 64 reports of dissemination projects. Two calls
were published to submit proposals under this programme. In March-April the Council received
24 proposals for research projects and 49 proposals for dissemination projects. Following the
expert assessment the Council decided to award funding to 13 research and 22 dissemination
projects. Another call for proposal was published in November. Under the November call for
proposals the Council received 62 proposals for research projects and 86 proposals for
dissemination projects. The eligibility check of the proposals and their expert assessment were
carried out already in 2013. Total according to this programme 68 research and 73 dissemination
projects were implemented in 2012, and the total allocations reached LTL 5,459,500.
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In March 2012, the Council was hosting a conference “The present and the prospects of
Lithuanian studies”. The principal purpose of the programme was to introduce projects
implemented under the programme and discuss the issues arising in the course of
implementation of the programme.
More about the Programme see the Annex to the Report (The National Lithuanian studies
development programme for 2009-2015: annual implementation team report for 2012).
5.4.2.2.

Long-term institution-based programme in economic research

In 2012 the Council started implementing a long-term institution-based economic
research programme 2012-2014 “Long-term competitiveness challenges of Lithuanian
economy”. The programme was initiated by the Ministry of Education of Science of the RL and
was prepared having taken into account comments and proposals of experts of the Council.
The programme was approved by Order No. 1104 of 9 July 2012 of the Minister of
Education and Science, and on 29 August 2012 the Council signed an agreement with Kaunas
Technology University, the principal programme promoter concerning the implementation and
financing of the programme. Kaunas Technology University is implementing the programme in
cooperation with its partners: Aleksandras Stulginskis University, Lithuanian Energy Institute,
Military Academy of Lithuania, Mykolas Romeris University, Vytautas Magnus University, Vilnius
Gediminas Technical University and Vilnius University. The research under the programme will
be carried out using the most state-of-the-art economic research methods, and the stages of an
integrated solution of the tasks under the programme and the results of the research will
facilitate the assessment of problem areas of the Lithuanian economy, and substantiate the
measures and recommendations concerning maintaining of the long-term competitiveness of
Lithuanian economy. The results of the research will be used for developing public policy
measures, also as tools of economic analysis and strategic planning for the purpose of passing
strategic solutions for the purpose of increasing the competitiveness of the country. The
programme envisages the implementation of the following six major tasks:
- identify the competitive threat created to conventional technologies-based
Lithuanian production by new and growing global economic centres, and propose methods for
elimination of such threat;
- examine the interface between the development of technologies and innovations in
the economy with business environment and propose measure for the formation of a
favourable investment climate;
- identify methods for a further improvement of State regulation of the adverse effect
of natural monopolies and possible oligopoly cartel agreements, of barriers to entry into the
market (bankruptcy proceedings);
- examine the impact of the credit market shock, methods for the improvement of
management of inflation and the public finances;
- analyse the measures for the improvement of the distribution and the use of
resources in the public sector;
- identify the structural changes of the human capital and labour resources, specific
aspects of the flexibility in labour demand and supply in economic sectors and individual
professions.
The Council has been monitoring and assessing the progress for the implementation of
the programme, evaluating its annual estimates and financial and subject-matter reports.
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5.4.2.3.

Researcher teams projects

This area of activities supported by the Council ranks as second among competition-based
financed research measures in the number of projects financed. By its Resolution No. VII-144 of
1 October 2012 the Council approved a new version of the Description of the procedure for
financing projects of researcher groups (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 121-6091). In 2012, the
Council evaluated 211 annual and final reports of projects implemented launched under the
programme in the current or previous years. In autumn the Council published a IV call for
proposals of projects to be implemented by researcher groups. After the publication of the call
for proposals in October 2012 the Council organised an information event to introduce to
potential applicants and promoters of project already in progress to the most recent
developments in the related legislation and the provisions of the call in question. Total 348
proposals were received according to this call for proposals. Following the expert assessment of
the proposals funding was granted to 196 projects.
Taking into account the proposals passed by the Technology development commission
the Council published a call to submit proposals for technology development projects to be
implemented by researcher groups. Total 67 proposals were received according to this call for
proposals. Following the expert assessment funding was granted to 15 projects and in 2012
total LTL 1,321,100 were allocated to support their implementation.
In 2012, 241 projects were implemented under the programme (total allocation – LTL
19,263,700).
5.4.2.4.

Breakthrough ideas projects

In 2012, with a view to enabling researchers to verify their research ideas, assess the
feasibility of their implementation, and facilitating their abilities to compete in preparing the
projects and participating in research programmes not only in Lithuania, but also
internationally, the Council implemented a pilot project in funding Breakthrough ideas projects.
Having approved by its Resolution No. VII-110 of 19 September 2012 the Description of the
procedure for the funding of Breakthrough ideas projects (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 110-5625)
the Council published a call to submit proposals for such projects. Under this call the Council
received 23 proposals in the area of humanities and 59 proposals in the area of physical
sciences, biomedicine, technologies and agriculture. Following the expert assessment funding
was granted to, accordingly, 4 and 12 projects and in 2011 total LTL 122,300 were allocated for
their implementation.
5.4.3. International cooperation programmes implemented under bilateral (tripartite)
intergovernmental agreements
In 2012, according to international contracts and agreements the Council was continuing
to implement four and started two cooperation programmes in the area of research and
development (hereinafter – Cooperation programmes ):
1. the cooperation co-funding programme between the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Lithuania, the National Research Council of China (Taiwan) and the
Ministry of Education and Science of Latvia (hereinafter – Joint Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)Latvian programme);
2. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the State Research and Technology
Committee of the Republic of Belarus (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Belarus programme);
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3. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and Ukrainian State Agency for Science,
Innovation and Informatisation for 2011-2015 (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme);
4. the bilateral Lithuanian-French integrated activity cooperation programme in
research and development “Gilibert” (hereinafter – “Gilibert” programme).
5. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the Education, Science, Research and
Sport Ministry of the Republic of Slovakia (hereinafter – Lithuanian-Slovakian programme);
6. Lithuanian and Valonia-Brussels bilateral and research and technology programme
(hereinafter – Lithuanian-Valonian programme).
In 2012, the Council published calls for proposals under the Lithuanian-Chines (Taiwan)Latvian programme, Lithuanian-Belarus and the “Gilibert” programmes. For the purpose of
administration of the calls the Council implemented the electronic proposal admission system,
organised information days and the expert assessment of the proposals submitted. 13
proposals were submitted according to the call of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian
programme; following the expert assessment the decision was passed to grant funding to 2
projects (starting from 2013). 23 proposals were received in response to the call of the
Lithuanian-Ukrainian programme; total 14 proposals were selected as eligible for funding
(starting from 2013). 24 proposals were received in response to the call under the “Gilibert”
programme, and 12 were selected as eligible for funding in 2013-2014.
In 2012, the Council granted financing to 51 research projects implemented under the
Cooperation programmes. The funding granted for the projects under the Cooperation
programmes totalled LTL 1,101,000.
In 2012, the Council also organised the expert assessment of the 2011 reports of the
following projects under the Cooperation programmes: “Gilibert” programme (10 reports),
Lithuanian-Belarus programme (20 reports), and the Lithuanian-Chinese-Latvian programme (6
reports).
A representative of the Council attended the meeting of the Lithuanian part within the
tripartite committee of the Lithuanian-Chinese (Taiwan)-Latvian programme, in which he
presented the expert assessment of the reports for 2011, principal outcomes of the projects,
and the statistics for the usage of the project funds, the results of the expert assessment of the
proposal under the 2012 call and the proposals concerning funding of the projects. Also
representatives of the Council were participating at meetings of the Lithuanian part of the
commission and the bilateral commission of the Lithuanian-Belarus programme, at which they
presented the expert assessment of the proposals under the calls of 2011, the results of the
expert assessment of the proposal under the 2012 call and the proposals concerning funding of
the projects. A representative of the Council also participated at meetings of the Lithuanian
part of the commission and the of the bilateral committee at which the representative
presented the information on the results of the evaluation of the reports for 2011, and the
expert assessment of the calls for proposal of 2012.
In 2012, in relation to launching of the Lithuanian-Slovakian the Council was working on
approving the documents of the programme. With a view to efficiently implementing the
programme the Council drafted a description of the procedure for the evaluation of the
cooperation programme. One call for proposals is planned to be published in 2013.
In 2012, the Council also started implementing the Lithuanian-Valonian programme in
relation to which the Council was elaborating the principles for funding joint research projects,
the programme implementation calendar, documents of the call and other documents of the
programme.
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5.4.4.

Support
5.4.4.1.

Support for academic associations

Acting in accordance with Article 66 of the Law on Higher Education and Research of the
Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette, 2009, No. 54-2140, and its Regulations Council supports
the activities of student unions and organisations, organisations of scientists and other
researchers, student research organisations and other associations (hereinafter – academic
associations). The purpose of the support to academic associations is to promote activities of
such associations related to the objectives of the higher education and research system and the
engagement in identifying and addressing issues relevant for the development of the higher
education and research system, as well as searching for most efficient ways for their solution.
This area of supported activities was administered in accordance with the Description of
the procedure for granting support to academic associations approved by Resolution No. VI-68
of 4 April 2011 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 45-2152).
Under this call the Council received 46 proposals; grant support in the amount of LTL
117,300 was awarded to 30 projects of academic associations. The support was allocated to
specific activities of academic associations related to the implementation of objectives of
higher education and research system and addressing issues relevant to the development of
research and studies system, also taking into consideration the continuation of activities of the
organisation and those specified in the project, the quality of a proposal, funding demand and
the eligibility of the funds. Also account was taken of the scale of participation of the academic
associations in international organisations, the overall activity of the association and its
visibility.
5.4.4.2.

Support for researcher travel

The Council is carrying out this area of activity in accordance with Art. 77(9) of the Law on
Higher Education and Research. The purpose of the support to research travels is promote
researchers to develop their professional qualification, enhance the mobility among
researchers, and support the international dissemination of results of research activities in
Lithuania. By its Resolution No. VII-61 of 17 January 2011 Council approved the new Description
of the procedure for granting support to researcher trips (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 16-747).
In 2012, the Council published one call for proposals under the programme. In 2012, the
Council received 169 proposals of which the support was granted to 67 trips by allocating LTL
166,700.
5.4.4.3.

Grants to doctoral students and support to their academic trips

The Council started managing this area of its activities acting in accordance with
Resolution No. 1134 of 28 September 2011 of the Government of the RL “On the amendment
of Resolution No. 1431 of 11 September 2002 of the Government of the RL “On the procedure
for awarding State support to doctor’s degree students and post-graduate students in arts”
(Official Gazette, 2011, No. 120-5659) which in the course of 2012 was amended twice – by
Resolution No. 795 of 24 June 2012 of the Government of the RL (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 784059) and Resolution No. 1177 of 26 September 2012 (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 113-5724).
The Council was managing the granting scholarships to doctor’s degree students for academic
performance and the research trips acting in accordance with the Description of the procedure
for granting of doctoral scholarships for academic achievements and the support to academic
trips of doctor’s degree students (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 143-6749) approved by Resolution
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No. VII-84 of 21 November 2011 of the Council, and its new version approved by Resolution No.
VII-116 of 1 October 2012 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 117-5943).
In 2012, scholarships were paid to 488 doctor‘s degree students by allocating total LTL
2,657,300. Also support was granted to 45 academic trips of doctor‘s degree students by
allocating LTL 111,800. The Council, based on Resolution No. 7V-277 of 17 May 2012 of its
Board, decided to use the funds unused for scholarships for academic achievements and
support to academic trips for support to academic trips of doctor’s degree students by
allocating the funds based on the priority ranking of proposals eligible for funding.
In October 2012, the Council published a call to submit proposals for obtaining a doctor‘s
degree scholarship and taking up an academic trip in 2013. By 15 November the Council
received 108 applications to award support to academic trips scheduled to take place during Q1
2013. The Council set up a commission for the evaluation of the applications that were
submitted for eligibility check and their expert evaluation. By 15 December the Council was
submitted total 776 applications for scholarships for doctor’s degree students; the eligibility
check and expert evaluation of these applications will continue through 2013.
5.4.4.4.

Support for research events

The purpose of support to research events is to promote the development of research
activities in Lithuania and strengthen international research relations. Research events
supported by the Council are to address most relevant problems in science, facilitate the
dissemination of the most state-of-the-art scientific ideas, support the adaptation of such ideas
in practice and the social cultural development.
This area of supported activities was administered in accordance with the Description of
the procedure for granting support to research events approved by Resolution No. VVI-57 of 20
December 2010 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2010, No. 56-7960) that was in 2012 amended
by Resolution No. VII-98 of 30 January 2012 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 16-751),
and Resolution No. VII-118 of 9 November 2012 of the Council (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 1316638).
In 2012, three calls for proposals concerning support to research events were published.
Total 172 proposals were submitted and support was awarded to 57 research events. Total LTL
548,400 were allocated as support for organisation of research events.
Also at the end of 2012 the Council published a call to submit proposals concerning
support to research events scheduled for 2013. Total 48 proposals were received and the
expert evaluation whereof continued up to the very end of the year.
5.4.4.5.

Support to publication of research articles and books

The support is awarded to Lithuanian researchers in their undertakings to publish their
research papers in high-level research magazines or research books. By allocating this support
the Council seeks to promote the development of Lithuanian science and its global visibility,
provide to Lithuanian researchers the conditions ensuring that the financial capacities of the
researcher or an institution at which he is working would not affect the dissemination of the
achievements in the area of research.
This area of the activity supported by the Council was managed in accordance with the
Description of the procedure for granting the award for the publication of research articles and
books (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 75-3918) approved by Resolution No. VII-107 of 25 June 2012
of the Council. In 2012, the Council published one standing call for proposals under the
programme. The first meeting of the commission evaluating the proposals and granting the
support defined the principal requirements for the following applications:
27

1. applications for support to publish articles in magazines in the area of natural and
technical sciences shall be considered only provided the magazine is in Q1 of the list of
magazines of the category according to the Web of Knowledge data base‘s citation index (in
case a magazine is assigned to several categories, the magazine citation level is assessed within
the category having the largest number of magazines);
2. applications for support to publish articles in magazines of humanities and social
sciences shall be considered only provided the magazine is included in the European Reference
Index for Humanities (ERIH data base) compiled by the European Science Foundation.
In 2012, the Commission held 4 meetings that considered 27 applications, of which 4
were funded total in the amount of LTL 12,100. The principal reason to reject remaining
applications was their failure to meet the requirements as referred to above.
5.4.5.

Other instruments for financing research and development
5.4.5.1.

Compensation of VAT for FP7 projects

Funding to participants of the FP7 programme is allocated by the European Commission
following the rules on the participation in the FP7 programme, however, the value added tax
(hereinafter – VAT) paid in the course of the implementation of projects is not eligible costs and
therefore not compensated by the European Commission. With a view to facilitating the
participation of Lithuanian scientists and researchers in the FP7, the Council on January 2, June
11, September 19 and December 17 the Council published calls according to which institutions
implementing FP7 projects could file the documents according to which institutions
implementing 7BP projects claim compensation of the VAT incurred in relation to the
implementation of the projects. The funds for the reimbursement of VAT costs were granted in
accordance with Resolution No. VII-47 of 15 September 2010 “Concerning the approval of the
description of the procedure for the value added tax costs incurred in relation to projects
funded from the programmes under the Seventh Framework Programme of the European
Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities” (Official
Gazette 2010 No. 112-5731). Total 47 agreements were concluded with 15 applicants under
which the Council allocated LTL 456,525.
5.4.5.2.
programme

Compensation of costs incurred for the drawing up of proposals under the FP7

With a view to promoting FP7 participants in Lithuania on 7 May 2010 the Council passed
its Resolution No. VII-104 “On the approval of the Description of the procedure for granting the
support to applicants drafting proposals for projects under the under the Seventh Framework
Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and
demonstration activities” (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 56-2822) and published a call to submit
proposals in the period from 22 May to 31 October 2012.
According to this call the Council was submitted 77 financial applications concerning
support to applicants drafting proposals for FP7 projects under the calls of the operational
programmes of 2012. 67 proposals were considered eligible for funding and LTL 666,572 was
allocated to finance the proposals.
5.4.5.3.

Promotion of coordinators of COST activities

The Council is the coordinating and funding institution in Lithuania for the European
Cooperation in Science and Technology programme (COST). In 2012, a call was published to
submit a financial application for the coordinator of activity No. ICO905 – a Lithuanian
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researcher. Following the expert assessment a financial support of LTL 200,000 was granted to
the COST National Coordinator for his representation activities and research related to the
subject-matter of the activities.

5.5. International cooperation
By its Resolution No. VII-96 of 30 January 2012 (Official Gazette, 16-749) the Council
approved the Description of the procedure for the integration of the Research Council of
Lithuania into the international coordination initiatives of national research programmes
(hereinafter – international initiatives), regulating the procedure of the adoption at the Council
concerning joining international initiatives for coordination of national research programmes.
International initiatives are defined in the document as the initiatives designed to coordinate
national research programmes: ERA-NET projects, Joint programming initiatives, initiatives
under Art. 185 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union, and others.
5.5.1.

European Science Foundation and Science Europe

On November 23 the General Assembly of the European Science Foundation (ESF) elected
Prof. Eugenijus Butkus, Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania to the position of the
Vice-President of the ESF. The position of the Vice-President of the ESF is held by the Head of a
national institution elected for a term of office of three years. The elections were held at a
General Assembly of the ESF with 55 national organisations present out of total 72 and
representing nearly 30 States. Upon a recommendation of the Governing Council of the ESF
Prof. Eugenijus Butkus was appointed to take up the position starting from April 2012.
President of the ESF is Prof. Pär Omling (Sweden), and the second Vice-President is Dr. Eric
Demshar, Director of the Slovenian Research Agency.
Prof. Eugenijus Butkus was elected to the position of the Vice-President of the ESF within
the framework of the reorganisation of the ESF seeking to reformulate the objectives of the
Foundation and its priority areas of activity, strengthen the control of the executing structure in
Strasbourg, complete the projects in progress and seek new forms of activities that would fully
meet the needs of the organisations coordinating and financing national research activities. The
reorganisation of the ESF is scheduled to be completed in 2015.
The ESF was established in 1974 with a view to supporting the development of high
quality science in Europe. The ESF has been for a long time one of the most influential
institutions in the EU coordinating joint research activities, drawing up analyses of the research
development, carrying out expert examinations of research and institutions, hosting
international research conferences and methodological seminars. The Council has been part of
the ESF activities since 2009.
On 21 October 2011, an Assembly of national organisations funding and carrying out
research activities at national level was held in Berlin which announced a launch of a new
uniting organisation “Science Europe”. Currently the organisation unites 51 institutions
financing and carrying out research activities from 26 European States. The Research Council of
Lithuania is a member of “Science Europe”. The principal purpose of “Science Europe” is to
represent the interests of members of the association in cooperating with European
universities, European governmental research institution and the European Commission in
creating one single European Research Area (ERA). National organisations administer more
than 90% of all funds allocated for European research, therefore the most important
forthcoming issues on the European level should be associated with a better coordination of
research, better visibility and impact of research activities and the organisations representing it.
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In 2012, the Chairman of the Council Prof. Eugenijus Butkus was participating in meetings of the
Governing Council of the ESF, and the General Assembly of Science Europe.
5.5.2.

Joint Programming Initiatives

Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIs) are one of the most recent initiatives in the research
are in the EU. The purpose of the JPIs is to define some joint actions and measures facilitating
addressing strategically relevant issues on the European level and efficiently use not only the
EU budget, but also the funds allocated for national research programmes. In 2010, the Council
passed a decision to participate in the activities of the JPIs. Lithuania currently is participating
in the following Joint Programming Initiatives:
- Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a new challenge for Europe – since 2010.
Within this initiative Lithuania is represented by Ina Marčiulionytė (Ambassador Extraordinary
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and Audronė Kasperavičienė (Director of the State Cultural
Reserve of Vilnius Castles);
- Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans – since March 2013. Within this initiative
Lithuania is represented by Dalius Krinickas (Director of the Water Department of the Ministry
of the Environment) and Brigita Serafinavičiūtė (Research Secretary of the Council).
In September 2012, the Council passed a decision to participate in a pilot call “Cultural
Heritage and Global Change: a New Challenge for Europe” with a total allocated budget of
about EUR 3 m. The contribution of Lithuania into the budget of the call constituted LTL
345,000 (EUR 100,000). The pilot call to submit proposals is scheduled for 10 January 2012.
With a view to efficiently implement the call the Council prepared a draft Description of the
procedure for funding of projects under the Joint Programming Initiative “Cultural Heritage and
Global Change: a new Challenge for Europe”.
5.5.3. Administration of the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community
for research, technological development and demonstration activities (FP7)
In 2012, the Council was managing the following parts of the EU 7th Framework
Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and
demonstration activities:
- thematic areas “Environment (including climate change)” and “Socio-economic
Sciences and Humanities” under the specific “Cooperation” programme;
- thematic areas “Research infrastructures”, “Research potential”, “Science in Society”,
“Support for Coherent Development of Research Policies”, “International Cooperation” under
the specific programme “Capacities”;
- specific programme “People”;
- specific programme “Ideas”;
- the activities of the Joint Research Centre.
In cooperation with MITA the Council administers the thematic areas “Health” and “Food,
agriculture and fisheries, biotechnology” of the specific programme “Cooperation” of the FP7.
Currently 7 National Contact Points (NCP) are working at the Council. In 2012, the NCP of
the Council participated in 10 NCP meetings held by the European Commission. The Council
also held 10 information events about the FP7. The Council developed the statistical data base
on the participation of Lithuania in the FP7; the data base is updated 2-3 times per year. As of
18 October 2012, there were 342 participants of the FP7 from Lithuania (Fig.3). The budget of
Lithuanian participants of the FP7 projects amounts to EUR 50.4 m, and the grant awarded by
the European Commission is EUR 37.6 m. An average grant of the European Commission
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allocated for each participant from Lithuania amounted to EUR 129,000. The success rate of
Lithuanian participants as compared to the results of 2011, has not changed and remained at
19.9 %.
Fig. 3 Total Lithuanian institutions in FP7 projects by institution types (2012 data).
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The Council is the coordinating and funding institution in Lithuania for the European
Cooperation in Science and Technology programme (COST). In March, June and November
2012, a member of the Research Foundation of the Council performing the function of the
national coordinator of COST, participated at the 184th, 185th and 186th meetings of the COST
Committee of Senior Officials that approved new activities under the COST programme and
discussed other current issues related to the management of the programme. In October 2012,
representatives of the Council participated in the national representatives of the COST
programme.
During 2012, the Council was further implementing the standing calls to submit proposals
concerning participation in Actions under the COST programme. In the course of the year the
Council organised two interim proposal collection and expert assessment sessions. During 2012,
the Council accepted 37 proposals concerning participation in the COST programme filed by 37
institutions. Following the expert assessment 31 representatives of Lithuania were nominated
to 25 COST action management committees. Lithuanian institutions were most actively
participating in the actions in the Food and Agriculture and Material, Physics and Nanosciences
research domains, while the least number of participants was recorded in actions of the
Transport and Urban Development domain (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4 Participation of Lithuania in COST actions according to research domains: FA – Food and Agriculture;
MP – Materials, Physics and Nanosciences; FPS – Forests, their Products and Services; TD – Trans-Domain; ISCH –
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In 2012, the Council was actively involved in the dissemination of information on
participation in and the financing possibilities under the COST programme; for that purpose the
Council was providing regular consultations to interested parties and held 6 information events.
5.5.5.

Researchers in the motion network EURAXESS

In the course of the reporting period the Council was continued performing the functions
of the Lithuanian national EURAXESS centres and was specifying the content of the national
internet website. A representative of the Council was participating in the events organised for
national coordinators of EURAXES centres and the administrators of the national EURAXES
internet websites held in Brussels and Riga.
5.5.6. Financing of representatives in European Union and other international working
groups
During 2012, the Council was continuing financing the activities of its representatives in
various EU and other international working groups, committees, commissions, etc., acting in
accordance with the Order No. V-14 of 1 February 2011 of the Chairman of the Council “On the
approval of the Regulations on the delegation of representatives of the Research Council of
Lithuania to European Union and other international working groups, committees, commissions
related to research and development” (Official Gazette, 2011, No. 17-827; 2012, No. 10-456; No.
155-8045).
In 2012, the Council concluded 19 tripartite agreements concerning financing of activities
of representatives in various EU and other international working groups, committees,
commissions, etc. The allocations according to these agreement amounted to LTL 47,456 of
which LTL 11,274 was allocated to cover the expenses related to the activities of Lithuanian
representatives and experts in committees for FP7 programmes. The Council's experts and
representatives participated in 11 meetings of FP7 programme committees.
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5.5.7.

Other international cooperation activities

In 2012, the Council also benefited from the Nordic-Baltic Mobility Programme for Public
Administration of the Nordic Council of Ministers, a vehicle for the allocation of financial
support to civil servants and other employees in the public sector willing to undertake
fellowship programmes, training or short-term business visits in the Nordic and Baltic States. In
December 2012, within the framework of the project No. PA-GRO-332 of the Nordic Council of
Ministers several members of the Council were visiting the Swedish Research Council and
exchanging the best practice in the public administration of financing research activities. In
2013, under this project similar visits are planned to the institutions financing research
activities in Denmark and Iceland.
In December 2012, Dr. Brigita Serafinavičiūtė, the Research Secretary of the Council
participated at the meeting of scientific secretaries of advisory councils on research and
technology issues of EU States held in Lisbon. Participants of the meeting exchanged
information on the changes in research and education systems of their respective countries.
During the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the European Union of the Cyprus
Republic, in November 2012 the Chairman of the Council participated in the conference
“Completing the European Research Area (ERA) in the Context of the Innovation Union” held in
Nicosia. The conference was dedicated to the consideration of issues related to the creation of
the ERA in different viewpoints. J. R. Smits, Head of the Research Directorate-General of the EU
presented the most recent initiatives of the EU in the R&D area. The Deputy Director
O.Quintana identified specific measures devised for the creation of the ERA. This undertaking
required new specific efforts that were by the European Commission distinguished into three
separate groups: 1) joint responsibility in developing a strategic, inclusive, and business-driven
research and innovations policy, b) appropriate priorities identifies and the continued
investment in priority areas, and c) common consent to give a start to innovation partnerships.
Regretfully, in Lithuania often the view towards research coordination processes implemented
in the EU is rather sceptical. Our researchers' participation in international programmes and
projects is in most cases is not sufficiently active or efficient, research is often limited to local
level, there is an artificially raised issue of the relation between the fundamental and applied
research, there are still some opinions that competition-based funding principles cannot be
applied to one or another research area. Regretfully, in many a case this is related to mediocre
level research works that end up in insignificant editions in low-level and little known
publications.
In foreseeable future the EU will develop the monitoring indicators of the development of
the single ERA. In order to ensure that Lithuania does not become a State ever trying to catch
other much more advanced countries it is necessary to design measures targeting enhanced
competitiveness in research, and ensuring its international dissemination and practical
application. The financing mechanisms must be designed to ensure a proper international
visibility of Lithuanian researchers, seek targeted results and ensure an ability to recover the
contribution paid to the EU Therefore the priority in distributing national funds allocated to
research must be the quality, international dimension of research activities and the promotion
of coordination of the research with the ERA and the creation of innovations. These tasks are
completely clear to the Council and all related to the formation of the overall research policy.
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6.

Activities of the institution and its tasks according to special assignments
(Resolutions of the Parliament, State programmes, etc.)

6.1. Projects of the European Union structural funds
6.1.1.

Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant)

On 28 December 2011, the Council published the second call to submit proposals
according to measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K “Support to Research Activities of Scientists and
Other Researchers (Global Grant measure)“ (hereinafter – Global grant measure) of Priority 3
of the Operational Programme for Human Resources Development. 35 projects were
selected – 14 projects in the area of humanities and social sciences, and 21 projects in the area
of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences. The total amount allocated for the
implementation of projects under the 2nd call exceeded LTL 40 m.
Although the evaluation of the proposals under the 2nd call is completed and the list of
the projects eligible for financing was published on 24 August 2012, the project financing and
administration agreements (hereinafter – project agreements) with the grantees were signed
on 2 October 2012 only. The signing of the project agreements had to be postponed with a
view to more efficiently managing the Global grant measure; furthermore, having regard to the
amendments of the legal acts governing the administration of the structural support, it became
necessary to amend the Tripartite agreement on the financing and administration of the Global
grant measure and the Description of the implementation of the Global grant measure.
The projects successful under the 1st and the 2nd competitions are being efficiently
managed. During 2012, the project promoters were disbursed in excess of LTL 15 m. The major
share of the funds was granted for remuneration of scientists and researchers, acquisition of
materials, laboratory equipment and scientific literature required for research activities, and
participation in international conferences.
The 3rd call to submit proposals under the Global grant measure was published in Q4
2012 – on October 10. By the expiry of the term for the submission of the proposals on 10
December 2012, 86 proposals were registered with the total amount of eligible costs requested
to be funded reaching LTL 75 m. The largest share of the project proposals was represented by
project proposals in the area of humanities and social sciences (52). In relation to competitions
of preceding years the number of project proposals in these areas was smaller than the number
of project proposals in the area of physical, biomedical, technology and agricultural sciences.
The total allocation from the European Union structural funds for the implementation of the
projects successful under the 3rd call amounted to LTL 30,234,000. The project agreements
with the project promoters acknowledged to be winners of the competition under the 3rd call
are scheduled to be signed in Q2 2013.
6.1.2.

Technical assistance for the implementation of the Global grant

Order No. 1K-283 of 31 August 2009 of the Minister of Finance of the RL “On the
appointment of the Global grant manager” (with subsequent amendments) appointed the
Council to act as the manager of the Global grant responsible for the implementation of the
measure VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K “Support to Research Activities of Scientists and Other
Researchers (Global grant)“ of Priority 3 of the Operational Programme for Human Resources
Development.
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With a view to appropriately implementing the Global grant measure the Council and the
PE Central Project Management Agency have concluded two agreements concerning the
implementation of the projects “Support to research activities of scientists and other
researchers (Global grant)” (No. VP1-5.1-FM-01-V-02-001), and the “Information and publicity
of the Global grant measure” (No. VP1-5.2-FM-01-V-02-001). The principal purpose of these
technical support projects is to ensure appropriate financial and technical conditions for the
administration, information and publicity of the Global grant measure.
In 2012, total LTL 1,189,000 was granted for the implementation of the Technical
assistance project, of which LTL 553,000 was earmarked for remuneration. In 2012, LTL
1,098,500 was used out of the total grant amount.
With a view to ensuring the efficient management and implementation of the Global
grant measure, favourable working conditions and adequate remuneration were provided to
the employees performing functions related to the implementation of the programme-based
competitive financing: 17 working places were created, the participating employees were
enhancing their professional qualification and benefited from opportunities to advance their
professional knowledge and skills at Lithuanian and foreign training centres.
In 2012, the appropriations for the Technical assistance project were increased to LTL
1,413,000. This increase was related to the appropriations for the Council earmarked for the
information and publicity measures in relation to the Global grant measure – to inform
applicants, project promoters and the public at large about the use of the structural assistance,
the benefit and the results achieved by using this financial assistance.
6.1.3.

Data base “Lituanistika”

The project is implemented according to Priority 3 “Strengthening of capacities of
researchers” (VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V-01-001) of the Operation Programme for Human Resources
Development. The project is a continued project that has been in progress since 2009. The
purpose of the Project is to carry out research about the State of Lithuania, the society, the past
of the nation and the past and the present of the nation and the language. For scientific
Lithuanian studies to become part of the global knowledge accessible to not only Lithuanian
but also foreign users interested in the subject, it is important to accumulate the research
materials and information using modern information accumulation, access and processing
technologies. The principal purpose of the project is the development of the international
scientific data base (hereinafter – DB) “Lituanistika” accumulating and disseminating verified
and high quality information on the most current Lithuanian studies. Principal tasks envisaged
under the project:
1. accumulate information on the Lithuanian studies;
2. ensure the scientific quality of the works entered into the DB (qualitative and
quantitative evaluation);
3. ensure the compliance of the DB with the internationality and quality criteria
(drawing up and translation of summaries for works; access to reference information and the
most important full-text works, data transfer to other DBs).
4. other services (quoting, usages of databases, reporting).
12,970 research works were evaluated during 2012, the data base was supplemented by
12,493 comprehensive entries in addition to 4,606 publication summaries in the Lithuanian and
English languages.
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6.1.4.

Implementation of post-doctoral fellowship in Lithuania

The project is implemented according to Priority 3 “Strengthening of capacities of
researchers“ (VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V-01-001) of the Operation Programme for Human Resources
Development for 2007-2013. The objective pursued by the project is to develop the postdoctoral fellowship system by including into the research activities third cycle university level
students enabling them to pursue independent research work, and prepare for academic
pedagogical career. The project enables fellowship students to prepare for independent
research work, upgrade their scholarly, pedagogical and academic management qualifications.
Fellowship students may initiate their own research themes. This arrangement ensures the
development of competences and enhancement of qualification of human resources.
In March 2012, the Council had total 50 agreements signed concerning post-doctoral
fellowship studies. As of the end of the year there were 51 post-doctoral students graduates of
the post-doctoral fellowship programmes. In the course of the two year post-doctoral
fellowship programme students have a possibility to undertake post-doctoral studies in foreign
research centres. Several researchers took advantage of this possibility and undertook 6-8
months fellowship programmes in foreign research centres. 50 researchers are still continuing
their post-doctoral fellowship programmes in Lithuanian higher education and research
institutions. Late in 2012, the Council published the 4th call for proposal concerning the
participation in the competition for post-doctoral fellowship studies.
The break-down of post-doctoral fellowship studies in progress in Lithuanian research
centres in 2012 is shown in Fig. 5.
Fig. 5 The break-down of post-doctoral fellowship studies in progress in Lithuanian research centres in
2012: VU – Vilnius University; KTU – Kaunas Technology University; FTMC – Centre for Physical Sciences and
Technology; VDU – Vytautas Magnus University; LII – Lithuanian Institute of History; VGTU – Vilnius Gediminas
Technical University; VU OI – Vilnius University Institute of Oncology; LAMMC – Lithuanian Agrarian and Forestry
Research Centre, ASU – Aleksandras Stulginskis University, LKTI – Lithuanian Culture Research Institute, LEI –
Lithuanian Energy Institute; TI – Institute of Law of Lithuania; KU – Klaipėda University; TVM – Vilnius University
International Business School; LSTC – Lithuanian Social Research Centre, EKSPLA – research related company,
GTC – Nature Research Centre, LSMU – Lithuanian University of Health Sciences.
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6.1.5.

Competitive financing of short-term visits of scholars

The project is implemented according to Priority 3 “Strengthening of capacities of
researchers” (VP1-3.1-ŠMM-02-V-01-001) of the Operation Programme for Human Resources
Development for 2007-2013. The objectives of the Project include strengthening of the links
between researchers working in foreign States and Lithuanian higher schools, research
institutions and other entities and institutions engaged in research activities thus enhancing the
level of research conducted thereby; also provision of conditions for Lithuanian scientists and
other researchers to participate in international research events. The funds are allocated to
cover the expenses related to travel of scientists and researchers, their accommodation and
other expenses related to the visits and the activities pursued in the course of such visits.
Researchers are supported in their secondment to other Lithuanian higher education and
research institutions to pursue the following activities: participate in the doctoral studies
process (opponent, reviewer, committee member, consultant – duration of the visit up to 4
days, hereinafter – DOK), delivering a cycle of lectures and seminars (duration of the visit up to
14 days; hereinafter – SEM); performing of research works (duration of the visit up to 50 days;
hereinafter – TYR). Scholars and researchers are also awarded support in participating in
international research events (visit duration – up to 5 days; hereinafter – KON).
Having regard to the overall number of proposals (the summing up of competition results
according to all four categories on average yields about 200 proposals), in 2012 the Council
initiated an essential amendment of the agreement by increasing the number of planned visits
from 150 to 375. The Council also intends to apply to the European Social Fund agency with a
request to provide additional financing by extending the duration of the project up to 2015.
In 2012, 276 KON visits were organised, 95 visiting researchers, of which 20 were DOK
visits, 54 SEM and 20 TYR visits. According to the relevant agreements in 2012 these visits were
allocated or committed LTL 1,783,454.
6.1.6.

Promoting students' research activities

The Project is implemented according to Priority 3 “Strengthening of capacities of
researchers” of the Operational Programme for Human Resources Development for 2007-2013
(VP1-3.1-ŠMM-01-V-01-002). The Project is financed from the resources of the European Social
Fund and the State budget of Lithuania.
The purpose of the students' research activities promotion is to enhance the interest
among academic youth in research activities and reveal the prospects for a scholar's career. The
Project enables researchers to carry out individual research work using the most state-of-theart research equipment and facilities and resources of scientific literature required for modern
research. The Project seeks to promote the mobility of academic youth between different
higher education and research institutions.
The Project is composed of three parts, namely the research practice for students,
research activities during the semester and visits of doctoral degree students to foreign
research centres. Academic supervisors of student's research works are the highest
qualification Lithuanian scholars and researchers. Students participating in the Project are paid
fixed-amount grants.
In April 2011, the Council completed the first stage of the Project, and in November
launched its second stage. The activities within the first stage of the Project (2009-2011)
involved 711 first, second and third cycle students from Lithuanian and EU higher schools, and
total LTL 4,127,790 were granted to finance the activities pursued by the students.
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Within the second stage of the project in 2011-2012: 187 students participated in the
student research practice, 619 students in out-of-curriculum research (of which 424 singed the
agreements and launched their research in 2012), 52 doctor's degree students signed
agreements concerning fellowship programmes abroad.
Allocations for research practical assignments of students in 2012 amounted to LTL
824,348.
Funding for out-of-curriculum research of students in 2012 included LTL 786,028 (in
respect of agreements signed in 2011, and the research completed in 2012), and LTL 736,151
(in respect of agreements signed and the research completed in 2012). LTL 972,080 were
allocated to research activities started in autumn 2012 (agreements signed in 2012, research to
be completed in 2013).
In 2012, the Council concluded 52 agreements concerning research fellowship exercise in
foreign research centres. According to the agreements LTL 764,817 will be allocated for
scholarships under the measure, of which LTL 450,150 was disbursed in 2012. In 2012, LTL
49,860 were disbursed to compensate the travel costs (to the fellowship venue and back).
In 2012, two conferences were held to discuss the results of research work conducted in
the course of the semester and during the students' research practice. Both conferences were
attended by 297 participants, i.e., by 97 more than planned. The material of the presentations
delivered at the conferences was published as separate issues.
6.1.7. Developing and implementing of the programme-based competitive (research and
development projects) financing scheme – strengthening of administrative and expert
abilities of the Research Council of Lithuania and its functions related to the development of
the programme-based competitive financing model
The Project is financed from the resources of the European structural funds and the State
budget of Lithuania. The Project financing and administration agreement was signed on 23
December 2009. The purpose of the Project is to develop and implement an efficient
competitive financing scheme for research and development projects. The Project includes a
task to develop an information system for the administration of proposals for research projects.
For the objective to be achieved three principal tasks have been defined: strengthen the
abilities of members of the Council in the area of expert evaluation of research projects and
facilitate them in mastering the key principles of working in expert groups; strengthen the
abilities of employees of the Council in administration of research projects; develop a
computerised information system for administration of research projects integrating all
research financing schemes administered by the Council.
During 2012, the Council was implementing the areas of the project related to
strengthening of expert abilities – members of the Council participated in the activities of
quality assessment panels (expert evaluation of projects drawn up at the initiative of groups of
researchers, national research programmes and other projects). Other activities within the
project included training and study visits of administration staff of the Council, and launching of
a document management system.
6.1.8. Training of high qualification specialists (doctor's degree students) in competitionbased doctor's degree studies
Starting from 29 March 2011, the Council has been implementing a project “Improvement
of training of high qualification specialist for the development of research-intensive economic
sub-sectors – NKPDOKT” that was partly financed from the European Union structural funds.
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The Project is designed for training of high qualification specialists (doctor's degree students) in
research fields related to the subject matters of the national integrated programmes. The
demand for specialists in the fields concerned has been growing in view of the rapid
development of biotechnologies, material science and nanotechnologies, and the partial
leeway of the qualification of Lithuanian researchers from that in most developed States. With
a view to ensuring the growth and competitiveness of the national economy, efficiency and
international competitiveness of companies, it is of utmost importance to train specialists able
to address the most burning issues in breakthrough research areas and apply the knowledge
acquired for business purposes. For the purpose of specialists in the relevant areas the Ministry
of Education and Science allocated some additional resources from the EU structural funds, and
the Council selected, by way of competition, the themes and academic advisers for doctor's
degree studies. In 2012, the Council was submitted 146 proposals concerning the implementation
of the competition-based doctor's degree studies; 60 proposals were selected as eligible.
The Council has been implementing the project in cooperation with its partners: higher
education and research institutions – total 16 participating in the project. Currently 145
doctor's degree students are enrolled in this doctoral studies programme. The allocation for the
implementation of the project amounted to LTL 15,217,733, of which LTL 10,302,525 were
allocated from the EU funds. The project will continue until 30 September 2015. The target
group of the project includes doctor's degree students, and its principal outcome is represented
by the positive experience acquired by the students enabling them to acquire specific
competences required in addressing different tasks in the areas of R&D, research and business.
6.1.9.

Promotion of gender equality in sciences (LYMOS)

The Council in the period from 1 March 2011 to 25 January 2013, will be on partner's
rights implementing Activity 1.2.1. “Application of financial support measures for scientists and
other researchers” of the Project “Promotion of gender equality in sciences (LYMOS)”
implemented by the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences.
The activity is being implemented by providing financial support of two kinds to doctor's
degree students and researchers: 1) financial support to academic trips; 2) scholarships in a
standard lump-sum amount established by the Minister of Finance of the RL.
In relation to the implementation of the activity Orders of the Chairman of the Council
approved the Description and the related annexes of the procedure for the allocation of fixedamount scholarships under measure 1.2.1. “Application of financial support measures for
scientists and other researchers” of the project “Promotion of gender equality in sciences
(LYMOS)”, also the Description and the related annexes of the procedure for the allocation of
financial support for research trips implemented under measure 1.2.1. “Application of financial
support measures for scientists and other researchers” of the project “Promotion of gender
equality in sciences (LYMOS)”.
Eligible beneficiaries of the financial support include scientists and other researchers
(including doctor's degree students) in all research areas (physical, technology, biomedical,
agriculture, humanities and social sciences) who have returned to continue their research
activities after maternal (paternal) leave.
The purpose of the support allocated to research trips is to facilitate the restoration of
scientific qualification of scientists and other researchers (including doctor's degree students)
returning after maternity (paternity) leave. In allocating this type of support the Council
published three calls to submit proposals: in May 2011 (6 proposals received, 4 financed);
September 2011 (3 proposals received, 2 financed); March 2012 (34 proposals, 21 proposals
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financed). Total in that relation experts evaluated 43 proposals and 27 activity reports. Support
was awarded to 27 academic trips (LTL 87,818.83 disbursed).
Support was allocated to 18 trips to scientific conferences, 5 trips to research schools and
4 trips related to undertaking fellowship programmes in foreign higher education and research
institutions. Support was allocated to academic trips of a duration not exceeding 30 days.
Destination countries: Poland (6 trips), Portugal (4 trips), Netherlands (3 trips), Sweden (2 trips)
and 1 trip to each of Ireland, Italy, Czech Republic, Estonia, Spain, Belgium, Germany, United
States of America, Turkey and Japan. On average, about LTL 4,400 was allocated as a support to
academic trips.
The purpose of the measure providing for allocation of a standard rate scholarships is to
facilitate the restoration of scientific qualification of scientists and other researchers (including
doctor's degree students) returning after a maternal (paternal) leave while helping them
prepare for further research activities.
Based on the findings of the report of 5 November 2011 of the survey “Concerning the
establishment of the rate of fixed amount scholarships to doctor's degree students and
researchers returning to work after a maternal/paternal leave facilitating restoration of their
scientific qualification and preparation for further research activities” commissioned by the
Ministry of Finance, two possible rates of fixed-amount scholarships for returning researchers
were established: 1) a scientist, other researcher or a doctor's degree student who has concluded
an employment contract with a higher education or research institution, may be allocated a fixedamount scholarship of LTL 1,130 per month subject to a 15% personal income tax; 2) a doctor's
degree student who has not concluded an employment contract with a higher education and
research institutions may be allocated a fixed-amount scholarship of LTL 961 per month.
In 10-28 May 2012, the Council published a call to submit proposals for a fixed-amount
scholarship to returning researchers. 90 proposals were received in response to the call. Three
of the applicants were males. After the expert evaluation of the proposals scholarships were
awarded to 34 returning researchers (32 scholarships each LTL 1,130 per month, and 2
scholarships each LTL 961 per month). The duration for the payment of the scholarships was set
at 6 months (from 1 July to 31 December 2012). Total LTL 228,492 were granted as support
under this measure.

6.2. International projects
6.2.1.

Lithuanian-Swiss cooperation programme “Research and development”

The call for proposals under the Lithuanian-Swiss Cooperation Programme (hereinafter –
LSCP) “Research and Development” was open from 16 November 2011 to 16 May 2012.
According to this call for proposals researchers of 14 Lithuanian and 25 Swiss public
higher education and research institutions filed to the Council 41 proposals to implement joint
research projects and one proposal to implement an institutional partnership project:
- natural sciences area – 16 proposals;
- health (life) sciences – 15 proposals, of which one proposal to implement institutional
partnership projects;
- environmental protection sciences and technologies – 11 proposals.
The project proposals were evaluated by Lithuanian and foreign experts. Having regard to
the findings of the expert evaluation of the proposals the Joint Selection Committee of the
Lithuanian-Swiss cooperation programme “Research and development” decided to fund 12
proposals. Thus support was allocated to 11 research projects: 4 projects in the area of
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environmental protection and technology sciences, 4 projects in natural sciences, and 1 project
in the area of health (life) sciences. The average amount allocated to a project was LTL 2.3 m.
The support was also allocated to one institutional partnership project in the area of health
(life) sciences. LTL 130,000 was allocated for the implementation of that project. Total LTL
25,433,006 was allocated to projects under the programme.
6.2.2.

Swiss Grant Fund (Sciex-NMSch)

During 2012, the Council, being the coordinating institution, was continuing the
administration of the Swiss Grant Fund in Lithuania. The Council was disseminating information
about the call for proposals published according to the Swiss researcher exchange programme
(Sciex-NMSch) which was also open for young researchers from Lithuania. The Council also was
holding different information events and consulting potential applicants on issues related to
the participation in the programme and submission of proposals. A representative of the
Council participated at events for Programme administrators held in Switzerland.
According to the call of 2012, young Lithuanian researchers submitted 13 proposals.
Following the evaluation as eligible for funding were ranked 2 proposals of doctor’s degree
students and 3 proposals of doctors of sciences. The applicants were allocated total CHF
390,000 as support under this programme. The Council has carried out the eligibility check and
the first stage expert evaluation of the proposals.
6.2.3.

Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme BONUS

The Council acts as the coordinating, administering and financing institution in Lithuania
for the Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme. In 2012, the Council was
engaged in preparatory arrangements for publication of a new call under the programme. In
2012, the Chairman of the Council (the designated representative) was actively participating in
the work of the Programme Management Committee and attended 6 meetings chairing one
them. The agenda of the meeting included discussions of the programme documents,
conditions for participation, financial commitments of member States and other issues. In 2012,
the national representative of the Programme was attending a meeting of the call group the
purpose whereof was to prepare for the publishing and implementing of the first call. In
cooperation with other responsible institutions the Council organised a national information
event for potential programme participants Klaipėda Science and Technology Park.
Since H2 2012 Lithuania is a deputy for the State chairing the management group of the
BONUS programme, and is preparing for the presidency period starting from 1 July 2013.
6.2.4.

FP7 project “Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy” (SPREE)

In 2012, in cooperation with other 10 partners the Council was awarded a three-year
duration project implemented under the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) Servicizing
Policy for Resource Efficient Economy (SPREE), and works as a project coordinator. The aim of
the SPREE project is to identify potential “Servicizing Policy Packages” for the establishment of
Servicizing systems which facilitate the transition from selling products to providing services.
SPREE project will simulate their effect on absolute decoupling of economic growth and
resource use, within three sectors: water, mobility and agri-food. The impact of the project will
not be related to economic growth or the use of resources.
The SPREE international consortium consists of 10 partners from 7 different Member
states & Associated countries: the UK, Sweden, The Netherlands, Spain, Lithuania, Finland and
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Israel. The consortium has two sets of partners consisting of public bodies and leading research
institutes.
The SPREE project is constructed upon four key-elements: Conceptualization and detailed
definition of Servicizing; Methodology that includes an advanced Agent Based Modeling (ABM)
approach to structure and test options for Servicizing systems and policies; Case studies in the
partners’ countries and policy agenda. The key deliverables are ‘Servicizing Policy Packages’
that exploit existing synergies to achieve a truly sustainable economy where economic growth
is decoupled from environmental impact, while achieving societal objectives such as an
increased quality of life.
The project was launched in summer 2012. In September the Council convened a
coordination meeting of project partners in Vilnius. In December representatives of the Council
participated in a meeting in Lunde (Sweden).
6.2.5.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme MERA-NET

Starting from 1 February 2012, the Council started implementing a FP7 project “From
materials science and engineering to innovation for Europe” (M-ERA.NET) the aim whereof is
the provision of funding to research in the area of materials and engineering according to
umbrella calls for proposals (M.ERA.NET programme). The M-ERA.NET project unites 37
institutions financing research and representing 25 countries.
In September 2012, the Council drew up a draft of the Description of the procedure for
financing projects under the M-ERA.NET programme for obtaining financing for projects under
the European programme “From materials science and engineering to innovation for Europe”,
also a procedure for the evaluation of the proposals, allocation of State budget funds, reporting
and the assessment of reports at the Council.
In September the 1st call to submit short proposals under the M-ERA.NET programme
was published. Total 125 short proposals were received under the call, or which 5 proposals
were submitted by Lithuanian participants. In four of the proposals Lithuanian higher education
and research institutions act as coordinators and in one instance as a partner of the project.
Lithuanian higher education and research institutions could file proposals under the theme
“Materials for energy systems” of the call. The short proposals have already been submitted for
eligibility check.
6.2.6.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme EuroNanoMed

On 1 November 2012, in cooperation with other 19 partners the Council started
implementing the project EuroNanoMed II. On December 10 a call was published to submit
proposals for international research projects in the area of nanomedicine. The gross budget
under the call is EUR 10.4 m.
6.2.7.

Participation in the ERA-NET programme BiodivERsA2

According to the 2011-2012 call under the BIODIVERSA2 programme total 41 proposals
were submitted, including 1 proposal submitted together with partners by a Lithuanian higher
education and research institution. The Council carried out an eligibility check and expert
examination of the budget to be allocated in respect of the proposal. Following the
international expert evaluation 9 projects were ranked as eligible for financing (no Lithuanian
higher education and research institutions among the financed project partners). Total EUR
8.5 m were committed to fund the projects under the programme.
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In 2012, the Council drew up a draft Description of the procedure for the financing of
projects under the BIODIVERSA2 programme establishing the procedure for filing proposals for
projects under the programme “Cooperation and shared strategies for biodiversity research
programmes in Europe”, also a procedure for the evaluation of the proposals, allocation of
State budget funds, reporting and the assessment of reports at the Council.
On 1 November 2012, the Council announced a preliminary registration for the call of
2012-2013. The gross budget under the call is EUR 7 m.
Representatives of the Council participated at the general meeting of the BiodivERsA2
which passed a decision concerning the approval of the list of the projects eligible for funding,
and the schedule of the programme operations, also discussed the documents and instruments
required for the consortium's work, and the further implementation of the programme. Also
representatives of the Council attended one meeting of the administration committee of the
BiodivERsA2 call that discussed a number of issues including such as the setting up of the
international expert commission, organisation of the international expert evaluation, funding of
projects and other issues related to the administration of the call. One representative of the
Council was attending the personnel training under the BiodivERsA2programme at which
representatives of the States members of the BiodivERsA2 consortium presented the procedure
for the inclusion of groups in interest into activities of the organisations financing research, and
the relation between research and the public in their respective States.
6.2.8.

Participation in the HERA programme under ERA-NETplus

In 2012, a call for proposals for international HERA projects was published under the
HERA Joint Research Programme “Cultural Encounters”. The Council drafted the Description of
the procedure for the submission and evaluation of proposals under the Joint Research
Programme “Cultural Encounters” (HERA) (Official Gazette, 2012, No. 37-1889) and was
disseminating the information about the call in addition to actively consulting provided to
potential applicants concerning the participation in the programme and the submission of
proposals. 36 short and 7 complete proposals were submitted in respect of this call. The Council
carried out an eligibility check and an expert evaluation of the budget of the proposals
submitted by partners from Lithuania.

7.

Budget appropriations allocated to the institution at the beginning of the
reporting period (according to the State budget programmes)

The appropriation plan for 2012 – LTL 102,596,000. The data break-down according to
the approved programmes is presented in Table 3 and Fig. 6.
Table 3 Appropriations to the Council in 2012, LTL thous.

Programme
code

Financing
source code

1

2

1.001

1.001

Measure title

3
Development of the national higher
1.1.1.1.1. education and research system (State
budget funds)
Development of the national higher
education and research system (resources
1.2.3.1.23
of the Swiss/Norwegian/Globalisation
fund financial support)

Plan for the
reporting period
including
adjustments

Used
appropriations

Deviation
(5–4)

Execution
%

4

5

6

7

66,093.0

64,760.2

-1,332.8

97.98

47

38.5

-8.5

81.91
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1.001

1.001

1.001

Development of the national higher
education and research system (resources
1.3.3.1.24
of the Swiss/Norwegian/Globalisation
fund financial support)
Development of the national higher
1.3.2.3.1. education and research system (European
Union structural funds)
Development of the national higher
1.3.2.3.2. education and research system (Technical
assistance funds)
Total:

267

35,000

1,189
102,596.0

218.1

-48.9

81.69

15,635.7 -19,364.3

44.67

1,098.5

-90.5

92.39

81,751.0 -20,845.0

79.68

Fig. 6 Appropriations granted to the Council in 2012, %.

1,2%

Swiss financial assitance
funds
ES structural support
Global Grant measure

38,1%

60,3%

ES technical assistance
funds
State budget

0,4%

The principal reason for the failure to absorb all the funds allocated to the Council under
the measure “Development of the national higher education and research system (State budget
funds)” is the procedure for public procurements due to the protracted nature whereof the
Council was not able to fully absorb not only the funds allocated for non-current tangible
assets, but also those for the procurement of goods or services. In 2012, the Council
strengthened the provisions in the procedure for modifications of project estimates; therefore
part of the funds allocated for the implementation of projects was refunded. It should be noted
that project administration abilities at some higher education and research institutions need
significant improvement as they not always are able to ensure proper absorption of the funds
allocated to them and thus are forced to repay the funds.
In relation to the implementation of the measure “Development of the national higher
education and research system” (resources of the Swiss/Norwegian/Globalisation fund financial
support) part of the remuneration and social insurance contributions funds were not used due
to the part-time nature of working of some of the employees. Other goods and services were
procured at a price lower than originally estimated.
The funds allocated for the measure “Development of the national higher education and
research system” (European Union structural funds) were neither fully absorbed due to the
extension of the term for the evaluation of the proposals filed under the 2nd call. In 2012, the
Council also allocated some funds for advance and interim payment requests according to
projects funded under the 2nd call of the Global grant measure. The Project financing and
administration agreement was signed at the Council on 2 October 2012. Originally the
agreements were planned to be signed at the beginning of Q3 2012, having agreed with the
Ministry of Finance some amendments were introduced in the legal acts governing the
implementation of the Global grant measure, therefore the signing of the project agreements was
postponed to Q4. The funds provided for interim payments in 2012 were brought forward to 2013.
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8.

Other funds of the institution (if any)

For the expert evaluation services provided by the Council according to the service
agreement the Ministry of Education and Science transferred LTL 40,000.
The Lithuanian Business Support Agency (hereinafter – LBSA) transferred to the Council
LTL 11,395.32 as a compensation for the performed expert evaluation services.
The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, under the signed service provision agreement,
transferred LTL 49,800.
Total revenues of the Council in 2012 accounted for LTL 101,195.32.

9.

Use of budget funds

The expenses of the Council in 2012 are shown in Table 4. The Council's management
costs accounted for 6.7% from the estimated appropriations to the Council.
Table 4 Break-down of the Council's expenses in 2012 by items.
Appropriation
plan,
LTL thous.

Appropriations
used,
LTL thous.

2

3
2,671.0

4
2,485.3

5 (3–4)
185.7

Social insurance costs
Communications costs
Business travel costs
Publications
Transportation services
Copyright agreements
Professional development costs
Costs of other services
Other goods
Other expenses for current needs (Item 2.8 – institutions)
Social support (severance pays)
For current needs (transferred funds from the European
Union, other international financial support and the
general financing funds) (Item 2.9 – institutions).
Non-current assets
Rent of non-current assets
Total:

828.0
32.5
185.8
2.3
8.2
2,155.6
127.0
636.5
114.0
60,681.3
29.5

768.0
32.5
183.6
2.0
8.2
2,154.4
116.4
625.3
100.5
59,491.1
29.5

60.0
0
2.2
0.3
0
1.2
10.6
11.2
13.5
1,190.2
0

35,000

15,635.7

19,364.3

123.1
1.2
102,596.0

117.6
0.9
81,751.0

5.5
0.3
20,845.0

No. No.

1
1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.
1.5.
1.6.
1.7.
1.8.
1.9.
1.10.
1.11.
1.12.
1.13.
1.14.
1.15.

Item name

Remuneration costs

Unused funds,
LTL thous.

10. Use of other funds
The funds transferred, according to the signed service provision agreement, by the
Ministry of Education and Science for the provided expert evaluation services were used for
copyright remuneration for the evaluation of proposals – LTL 40,000.
The LBSA paid LTL 11,395.32 for the provided expert evaluation services. The funds were
used to pay copyright remuneration to the experts.
The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, under the signed service provision agreement,
transferred LTL 49,800. The experts carried out the expert evaluation and were disbursed
copyright remunerations.
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Total revenues of the Council in 2012 accounted for LTL 101,195.32.

11. Balance of the budget appropriations and other funds at the end of the
reporting period
The balance of the budgetary appropriations at the end of the reporting period was LTL
0.00.
The balance of the funds at the end of the reporting period was LTL 8,700.
The Council does not have any special programme funds.

Chairman of the Council

Prof. Eugenijus Butkus

28 February 2013
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