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CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. The purpose of the National Research Programme ‘Welfare society’ (hereinafter – 

the Programme) is to carry out integrated scientific studies of the preconditions for a welfare 

society and its development in Lithuania. 

2. The long-term strategic objective of the development of the country is the 

development of a welfare society. Lithuania's Progress Strategy ‘Lithuania 2030’ approved by 

Resolution No. XI-2015 of 15 May 2012 of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania ‘Regarding 

the approval of Lithuania's Progress Strategy ‘Lithuania's Progress Strategy Lithuania 2013’’, 

and the National Progress Programme for 2014-2020 approved by Resolution No. 1482 of 28 

November 2012 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania ‘Regarding the approval of the 

National Progress Programme for 2014-2020’ emphasised that the development of a welfare 

society is the principal purpose of Lithuania's progress. The communication ‘Europe 2020 – A 

strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth’ from the Commission of 3 March 2010 also 

provides that Member States of the European Union (hereinafter – the EU) must provide 

conditions for more progressive, sustainable and integrated growth. ‘Horizon 2020 – the 

framework programme for research and innovations of the EU’ approved by Regulation of the 

European Parliament and of the Council No. COM (2011) 809 of 30 November 2011 provides 

that research must facilitate addressing the challenges faced by modern society through the 

improvement of human health and the enhancement of welfare, the fostering of inclusive, 

innovative and safe European societies in the context of unprecedented transformations and the 

growing global interdependencies.   

The programme of the sixteenth Government of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter – 

the Government of the RL) for 2012-2016 approved by Resolution No. XII-51 of 13 December 

2012 of the Seimas ‘On the Programme of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania’ 

emphasises that the key goal of our Government is to proceed along the path of building a well-

being State, so that the Lithuanian people are able to live in dignity, safety and happiness.  

The Programme has been developed having regards to Resolution No. 951 of 14 October 

2013 of the Government of the RL On the approval of the development of priority areas of 

research and development (social and cultural) and the directions in the development of 

innovations (smart specialisation) – an inclusive and creative society, and also Order No. 949 of 

11 October 2013 of the Minister of Education and Science On the approval of the list of the 

National Research Programmes.   

3. The implementation of the Programme will pave the way for systemic research 

and the substantiation of the preconditions and possibilities for the development of the welfare 

society; on the other hand, new incentives are expected to appear for the further development of 

research by society, the building up of scientific knowledge related to the most relevant needs of 



society and the State. The projected outcomes of the Programme include the collection and 

systemisation of new empiric data and knowledge, scientific publications, the drawing-up of 

methodologies, scoreboards, recommendations to public authorities and other results, which will 

accelerate the development of a welfare society in Lithuania.   

CHAPTER II 

ANALYSIS OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF RESEARCH 

4. Up to now the issues of a welfare society in Lithuania have been addressed only 

episodically; there has been no systematised or integrated research into welfare society, while the 

development of welfare in the 21st century faces a range of challenges. All such challenges may be 

grouped into four categories: demographic and social – the ageing of the European population, 

falling birth rates, increases in social spending (pensions, health care, etc.); cultural challenges – 

family deinstitutionalisation and the individualisation of society; economic challenges – the 

decrease in the demand for an unskilled labour force; increasing unemployment (long-term in 

particular), the redistribution of the world economic powers, the limited innovativeness of 

Lithuanian economy; the challenges posed by globalisation and European integration – social 

dumping, migration, social tourism, free movement of labour.   

5. In terms of the different parameters for the welfare of society Lithuania lags 

behind the EU average. A feature of Lithuania is its particularly unequal distribution of resources 

– there is major inequality in income, material living conditions, health and the accessibility of 

healthcare and good education; there is also an increasing gap in the mortality rate between 

urban and rural residents, while the difference in life expectancy between men and women is one 

of the largest in Europe. 

6. The poverty risk level in Lithuania is not decreasing significantly (both the level 

generated by the market before social benefits, as well as the level adjusted by the State taking 

into account social benefits). The significant prevalence of poverty in Lithuania is demonstrated 

not only by the relevant poverty risk ratios, but also by absolute deprivation indicators (the 

inability to purchase basic products and services, pay current bills, etc., 20-30 % of Lithuanian 

residents live in inadequate housing). The official data on the income of residents are not reliable 

as the globally used income inequality measurement methodologies cannot be applied in 

Lithuania in view of the wide-scale shadow economy. It is of the utmost importance to develop 

the currently much lacking social inequality measurements. 

7. The on-going demographic and family changes, as well as labour market changes, 

the impact of globalisation upon the domestic financial market, and the increasing insufficiencies 

in the conventional social insurance system have resulted in inadequate insurance for certain 

groups of risk-affected residents. The social insurance system needs to be constantly adapted in 

addition to addressing the long-standing problem of its funding. 

8. Social exclusion, a multi-faceted phenomenon in itself, is accelerated in societies 

struck by enhanced economic and social inequality. In the longer term this results in not only an 

even greater divergence between the opposite social poles, but also in an increased number of 

social and health issues in all sections of the population. There is a growing belief in society that 

changes in the structure of residents’ income actually widens ‘poverty gaps’ and abates 

incentives to be part of the labour market. A survey of social exclusion requires integrated 



research with an outcome which enables the provision of efficient social exclusion diminishing 

measures, and, in particular, poverty prevention measures. 

9. The Lithuanian welfare system, although formally encompassing all the areas 

typical of modern States (protection in old age, in the case of disease, disability, unemployment 

and other cases), as well as in social areas, is still not adequate due to a shortage in funding and 

gaps in its organisation. This results in ever deepening problems, the resolving of which already 

requires costly social integration services. Large numbers of residents have become socially 

dependent or have emigrated. 

10. The population morbidity rate and the need to increase health expenses are 

indirectly demonstrated by the most prevailing mortality rates. Lithuania is also characterised by 

a high number of unnatural diseases (accidents at work and on the roads, drowning, freezing, 

suicides). Among the reasons for these are social problems and the risky behaviour of residents. 

One of the most prominent manifestations of neglected social welfare is the number of 

incidences of tuberculosis (its prevalence in industrial countries is associated with poverty, social 

exclusion and inadequate medical and social assistance to the sick and groups at risk). The 

incidence of tuberculosis in Lithuania exceeds the average of even the newest EU Member States 

and is six times the EU average. 

11. Lithuania is distinguished for its extremely high rate of mortality from chronic 

non-infectious diseases, the main reason for which is risky behaviour and unhealthy lifestyle. 

Four of the major risk factors (smoking, alcohol consumption, unhealthy diets and low physical 

activity) indicated in the strategic documents of the United Nations are widespread in Lithuania. 

The UN Resolution on the prevention and control of chronic non-communicable diseases 

emphasises that non-communicable diseases and their risk factors are among the major obstacles 

for the sustainable economic development of countries. Avoiding addressing these problems only 

contributes to disparities in the area of health. Such disparities are likewise observable in 

Lithuania, while the scarcity of social, health and economic welfare is inseparable from lower 

education or more complex family positions. 

12. The mental health of residents is increasingly becoming an issue in the country. 

According to the World Health Organisation the burden on society of mental health disorders is 

significantly higher than might be assumed. These disorders account for about 14 % of all 

disability cases. By 2020, mental health disorders are projected to become the most frequent 

reason for diseases and loss of working capacity in developed countries and will rank as the 

second most common reason for disabilities. It still remains unknown to what extent the 

incidence of mental disorders is affected by developing technologies changing conventional 

communication between people and the accelerating pace of life. People affected by mental 

health problems or experiencing psychological difficulties ordinarily suffer from impaired 

physical health and higher mortality. Lithuania is among those countries with particularly high 

incidences of suicide, alcohol users, and people with mental health disorders. 

13. The national and other crime prevention programmes and measures currently 

implemented in Lithuania are not sufficiently effective. Only some of such programmes and 

measures have a preventative effect on the crime rate and contribute to the victimological 

security of citizens. Neglect of the rule of law, discrepancies between the rules acceptable to 

society and the enforced justice system significantly undermines confidence in law enforcement 

institutions and the legal system. 



14. The issue of a safe, healthy and inclusive society has always been high on the 

agenda at both the international and national level. A number of long-term or ad hoc 

international comparative and national surveys have been carried out globally and in Europe. 

Lithuania is part of the international social research programme (which has over 50 countries as 

participants), the European social survey, the survey of European values, and the regular 

Eurobarometer surveys of public attitudes commissioned by the European Parliament. Data from 

Lithuania are also supplied for different surveys carried out by the Statistical Office of the 

European Communities (EUROSTAT), as well as by other international organisations. There 

have been nation-wide surveys conducted in Lithuania which have analysed labour market policy 

and employment, human resources, integration in the labour market, equal opportunities in the 

labour market, labour relations, resident employment and unemployment issues, legal aspects of 

employment relations, subjective social welfare and psychosocial factors of welfare, social 

welfare, poverty and social exclusion, the social insurance system, inter-sectorial communication 

looking for ways to improve healthcare in social risk families, the reconciliation of monetary 

benefits and social services, and housing policy. Surveys to ensure the security of persons and 

society conducted in Lithuania in the course of the past several years have been an important part 

in the surveying of a safe society. The themes of such surveys have included the crime rate and 

the performance of law enforcement authorities, factors causing the most severe crimes 

(homicide) and the regulation of responsibility for such crimes, the impact of the qualities of 

urban spaces upon the crime rate, procedures for the seizure of benefits obtained in a criminal 

way, the registered and latent crime rate, and the reasons for and outcomes of deviations in 

behaviour among young people. 

15. Citizenship surveys should be distinguished as a separate and wide area of research, 

including themes such as civil values, civil society, civil participation, civil culture, the relationship 

between citizens and the State in a post-communist demography, and European identity. 

Lithuanian researchers have been focusing on issues of an inclusive society, such as social and 

cultural capital, national. ethnic and religious identity, the perception of democracy and its 

assessment, personal and social welfare, rural and urban quality of life, education and employment, 

and psychological welfare. However, it should be noted that there is most often no systematic 

approach to these issues in Lithuania and such surveys are conducted on occasional basis and are 

related to the interests of international survey companies or institutions commissioning such 

surveys. The successful development of the Lithuanian social welfare system is not possible 

without a comprehensive analysis of the conditions for different social groups and of the 

consequences of social policy. 

16. With the economic crisis of 2008-2010 now in the past, and in view of Lithuania's 

integration into the Eurozone at the outset of the new 2014-2020 EU financial assistance period, 

Lithuania is now witnessing the appearance of conditions favourable for the reformation of its 

social policy. A task of utmost importance is to find ways to ensure that the results of economic 

growth are efficiently transferred to less self-sufficient groups of residents (i.e. those needing the 

most help). It is obvious that social policy is not among the priority areas in Lithuania when 

compared to other EU States, and that social welfare in the country is allocated disproportionally 

little resources. 

17. The economic resources required for dealing with most social problems are 

inseparable from sustainable long-term economic growth. In many developed countries 

innovations have a long track of being the main driving force of economic growth, acting as an 



enabler for high business productivity and profitability and largely contributing to the 

improvement of the quality of life of residents. A specific feature of Lithuania is its low level of 

innovation activity, and statistics show that in 2011 a major part of national industrial enterprises 

(72 %) did not engage in any innovation activities. The small number of companies engaged in 

innovative activities (1 %) is accounted for by the underdevelopment of research activities in the 

country and limited technological development in business and industry. There are very few 

companies (4 %) who are developing innovations based on the modification of technologies 

(without research). According to the summary innovation indicator published in the Union 

Innovation Scoreboard 2013 of the European Commission, Lithuania's innovativeness is scored 

at 0.28. The performance of Lithuania is below that of the ES-27 average (0.54). Although 

innovations may be rather diverse (technological – of processes and products, social, political 

and others) Lithuania most often limits itself to technological innovations while drafting strategic 

innovation promotion documents. The prevailing types of innovations in Lithuania are continued 

innovations or those implemented by way of adaptation (11 % of enterprises). However, in view 

of the rapid development of the knowledge economy and globalisation the innovations of the 

type have no prospects. 

18. Although it has been officially declared that support for innovations is one of the 

most important tasks in Lithuania, funding for research and development (social and cultural) 

(hereinafter – R&D) is still inadequate (in 2012 it accounted for as little as 0.9 % of GDP, while 

the EU average is 2.06 %). Private sector expenditure on R&D is particularly small (about 0.24 

% of GDP). Although public sector expenditure for the area is close to the EU average (0.7 % of 

GDP in Lithuania), the research carried out in the sector and its results are not sufficiently geared 

towards the needs of the economy and society, and is not sufficiently used by the business sector. 

19. In general, the business environment in Lithuania is evaluated as being 

favourable; however, the environment is continuously affected by ever-changing external and 

internal conditions (legal, political, social and economic). The requirements stipulated in EU 

legal acts regarding the environment, quality, and other areas are constantly evolving. Although 

such requirements are stipulated with a view to bringing benefit to the environment and 

consumers, they also increase costs for business. An infrastructure of the public services most 

relevant for small and medium businesses (such as business information centres, business 

incubators, science and technology parks, innovation centres, etc.) has been put in place. 

However, most of these institutions are in the early stage of their development. European and 

other highly competitive and productive national economies directly support corporate 

innovations in the area of new processes and products. 

20. The welfare of a society depends on, among other things, the distribution of the 

results of the growth in the national economy in all sections of society. Lithuania faces 

significant obstacles both in terms of growth and distribution. Lithuania is lagging behind the EU 

average not only economically; the scarce resources available are distributed rather unevenly – 

there is significant inequality in income, material living conditions (in particular when 

comparing the countryside and cities), accessibility to healthcare, good education and culture. 

The abundance of problems in the social and healthcare areas also testifies to a deep-rooted 

inequality in society, while Lithuania does not carry out sufficient research to address the 

problems of inequality. In public discourse, and even in the academic community, equality is 

opposed to economic growth and freedom, despite growing evidence that sustainable economic 



growth is attained by countries with no inherent significant inequality in income, while the 

reduction of inequality is a spur to economic growth rather than its restriction. 

21.  In Lithuania the discussion on class distribution or equality is still being avoided 

even in academic circles, although since the 20th century social equality has been high on the 

agenda in developed societies pursuing equal opportunities in the areas of education, 

professional activities, social services, consumption and many others. Having returned to the 

community of democratic states and put itself on the path of integration in the European and 

other global markets, Lithuania now has to place greater emphasis upon social integration, i.e. 

seek acceleration in the growth of the welfare of its residents through better coordination of 

economic incentives and social justice. 

22. The smart growth and welfare development surveys become imminent in view of 

the challenges of global social, economic and environment changes which can be met by 

ensuring smart economic growth and the welfare of society. The contradictory phenomena in the 

Lithuanian economy are associated with the small added value created by traditional sectors 

(they account for a major part of the structure of the Lithuanian economy), low labour 

productivity and slowing economic growth. With the traditional sources of economic growth 

gradually diminishing innovations has become the main enabler of long-term economic 

development. Although complex, the Lithuanian institutional infrastructure for studying the 

status of innovations and entrepreneurship, substantiation, funding and the promotion of policy-

building solutions is not sufficiently effective. There has been a shortage of studies carried out by 

Lithuanian researchers on challenges to modern society and the economy (the ageing of society, 

structural unemployment, social exclusion, the lessening competitiveness of the economy), 

research into the role of entrepreneurship and innovations in combating such challenges, or the 

role of such challenges upon the development of social welfare, the paradigms of the welfare 

society and the welfare economy. The is insufficient scope for integrated studies in the 

manifestation of innovations, entrepreneurship and creativity in all areas of social life and the 

economy, scientific insights about the participation of the labour force in the knowledge and 

innovation-based creative economy. 

23. Smart growth and competitiveness studies in Lithuania were somewhat 

accelerated by the long-term institutional economic research programme of 2012-2014 

Challenges to Lithuania's long-term economic competitiveness approved by Order No. V-1104 

of 9 July 2012 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania. However, 

the issues addressed by the programme were rather limited and included the competitive threat of 

the newly emerging global economy centres upon the conventional technologies-based 

Lithuanian industry, the interaction of the proliferation of high technologies and innovations with 

the business environment, cartel agreements of natural monopolies and possible oligopolies, 

structural changes in human capital and labour resources, the flexibility of labour demand and 

supply in economic sectors and individual professions. There is a lack of studies able to 

comprehensively assess the performance of welfare institutions (social security, healthcare, 

labour market policy, housing policy, the education system), and its impact on the national 

economy, on the views of residents towards social justice, as well as the equality of the 

redistribution system, political priorities and approaches on the part of the governing elite 

towards social justice. 

24. In the 20 years and more since of the restoration of independence, Lithuania has 

implemented a number of institutional changes which may be related to democratisation and 



Europeanisation. The development of the modern society is to a very large extent affected by the 

participation of communities in public life and local self-governance, the civil activity of the 

country’s residents (or the involvement of members of society in the public life), while the 

engagement of communities and non-government organisations in managing public affairs in 

Lithuania is not adequate. The indicators of trust in political and public authorities, as well as the 

social confidence indicators in Lithuania, are one of the lowest in Europe. The results of civil 

society studies (political and civil engagement, political attitudes) show that the available 

political and civil potential are not sufficiently employed or accumulated due to the inadequate 

performance of public authorities. From the civil viewpoint young people are especially passive 

and a large part of the society does not associate its identity with the State of Lithuania. 

25. At the level of social interests and objectives societal groups are often 

counterposed, there is a clear lack of openness and tolerance to opposite views, respect for the 

creator, or solidarity in public discourse. Although the sustainable development of a country and 

social welfare are not possible without the harmonisation of social interests, objectives and 

solutions, such subjects as social justice, solidarity, and a sense of community, equal 

opportunities and social concentration have so far only been scarcely studied in Lithuania. 

26. Among the problems that should be mentioned in the public administration is the 

insufficient openness and transparency of public institutions, the insufficient involvement of 

citizens in the governing of the State, the incidence of corruption, non-transparent solutions and 

the inefficient enforcement of justice, the insufficient result-orientation of solutions, the shortage 

of the sense of leadership and responsibility among the heads of public sector organisations, and 

the inadequate quality and accessibility of public services. In terms of its public administration 

efficiency indicators Lithuania is a backward EU State. The quality of the most important public 

services (healthcare, education, social protection) has been poorly evaluated by Lithuanian 

citizens. In public administration it is absolutely necessary that decisions are taken based on as 

large a consensus as possible, i.e. that the decisions are based on evidence and implemented at 

the lowest possible costs while also evaluating the ex ante and ex post impact of such decisions 

on society and the state. 

27. The quality of public life in Lithuania in the future will largely depend on the 

ability of the state to reform its social and economic structure by adapting it for internal and 

global challenges. An essential condition for the success of the adaptation processes is a smart 

management system enabling individuals, organisations and groups pursuing common objectives 

to operate jointly. In view of rapid changes in the environment conventional State governance 

models are no longer adequate for an integrated approach towards societal problems (the ageing 

of the society, declining birth rates, intensive migration, changes in values and behaviour, the 

restructuring of economy, global relocation of economic activities, urbanisation and others) and 

it is urgently necessary to act proactively to ensure an expedient decision making process, to 

ensure the necessary resources, to put in place smart management structures which are adequate 

to the situation and able to operate openly while maintaining the democratic values of society. 

28. The National Research Programme Social challenges to national security 

(hereinafter – the SNS programme) approved by Order No. V-2334 of 17 December 2010 of the 

Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania On the National Research 

Programme Social challenges to national security that was implemented in 2010-2014 and 

constituted a basis for systemic studies in the social processes taking place in Lithuanian society 

and creating threats to national security. Although the integrated studies carried out within the 



framework of the SNS programme were partly related to studies of welfare society, these issues 

were studied only with respect to internal threats. 

29. Smart policy and management issues are high on the agenda both in Lithuania and 

globally. Researchers carry out international comparative studies globally, while in Lithuania 

such studies are most often of an ad hoc nature and fragmented. Continuous studies are most 

often of some narrow scope of themes. The most frequent subjects for research in Lithuania are 

the image of the civil service, organisational behaviour, the managerial and leadership 

competences of civil servants, the provision of electronic services and their quality, the 

consequences of reforms in public administration, the functioning of demography in Lithuania, 

the preconditions and enablers of quality public discussions, the possibilities and preconditions 

for the implementation of democracy, the election behaviour of citizens of EU Member States, 

modern trends in the development of the Lithuanian state and political community, and the 

development of the most influential political institutions. Lithuanian researchers participate in 

different comparative international research programmes and have achieved some substantial 

results in carrying out long-term social and political monitoring, and in implementing the 

International Social Survey Programme, as well as the European Social Survey. 

30. Any integrated or comparative surveys in smart and good governance are still of a 

very fragmented nature. Surveys of political institutions carried out by Lithuanian researchers are 

frequently limited to problem identification and a survey of past events (history), and are only 

loosely related to a multi-faceted analysis of the reasons for the problem or the proposal of 

solutions. For that reason the previous and on-going reforms implemented by public authorities 

often remain only institutional scientifically ungrounded experiments. There is a serious lack of 

integrated and multi-faceted papers evaluating public policy, or an analysis of successes or 

failures of public policy solutions able to identify the preconditions for a successful solution of 

problems in political and civil cooperation. Research in the area of political culture in the wide 

sense of the word has shown that the relationship of citizens with the State and politics is an 

important enabler of the successful performance of political institutions and authorities. The 

research in political culture carried out in Lithuania most often limits itself to a search for 

correlations with specific social and demographic characteristics. 

31. The processes taking place at the international level and internally in a state are 

always closely related. Changes in the international environment do not only create threats, but 

also open up new opportunities for states seeking to ensure the welfare of their states. The 

research carried out in Lithuania most often focuses on an analysis of security threats and their 

prevention possibilities. Furthermore, there is no sufficient research in the international 

environment or studies on integration between public administration and civil society. Such 

integration is absolutely necessary in order to strengthen the State's ability to timely and 

appropriately respond to changes in the international environment. 

32. The 'welfare society' concept is considered to be an alternative to the 'welfare 

state' which is understood as an obligation to the State to guarantee dignified subsistence to 

everyone. Such subsistence is to be ensured not as charity, but rather as a social right – through 

social protection, social services, labour market and housing policy, education and healthcare. A 

welfare state is understood as a modern state which has taken an obligation to protect its citizens 

from the risks of a free market which arise as a result of unemployment, old age or disability and 

thus provide them with economic security. The entirety of the state's obligations to its citizens 

and of social protection measures constitutes the nucleus of a welfare state. 



33. In the late 20th century, researchers in social sciences and policy experts noted 

that in view of the slowing down in the growth of capitalism the welfare state was undergoing a 

crisis – the growing investment in welfare was having a minimum effect on diminishing social 

exclusion or poverty. The welfare society is one of the responses to the crisis of the welfare state. 

Theoreticians of the welfare society have been emphasising the decentralisation of the welfare 

system and the involvement in the creation of the welfare of organisations other than public 

institutions, such as associations, local communities, etc. A shift from the welfare state to the 

welfare society actually means a transfer from the statismical and modernistic concept of welfare 

to a more individualised understanding of welfare, i.e. where people in the creation of welfare 

participate not only as citizens of a state, but also as active members of society. Thus the 

initiative of a welfare society through the creation of social welfare is taken over by citizens from 

the state. Such developments, however, create new problems which also need to be addressed. 

34. A welfare society approach which actually supplements the concept of the welfare 

state brings new challenges to the social theory and practice, and therefore any further studies in 

the welfare state should be supplemented with issues related to the component parts of a welfare 

society (the decentralisation of the welfare system, the involvement of public organisations in the 

welfare system, the participation of citizens in the organisation of the welfare system, the role of 

social capital and social networks in the construction of the welfare system, etc.).  

35. This transition from the traditional welfare state towards a welfare society is 

marked with significant changes – the growing role of social services market, an increasingly 

established role of social investment modifying the discourse of social care, the growing role of 

civil society, the growing significance of the purposefulness of social protection and local 

strategies, the increasing rise of non-formal communities and social networks, as well as of 

relationships between trust and social capital.  

36. The attainment of a faster growth of the welfare of citizens may not rely on 

economic development only long-term projections which are moderately favourable for 

Lithuania. It is absolutely necessary to take into account the social investment factor which is 

gaining significance in the EU States, while treating economic and social development as not 

only interrelated but also mutually supportive.  

37. The development of a welfare society may be ensured only by building 

sustainable interactions between an individual, society and economic and social growth. The 

building of a welfare society must be supported by data and evidence-based integrated multi-

directional, multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary and comparative research which contributes to 

addressing the problems relevant for the development of the country and society, and which 

constitutes a basis, in the best interests of the welfare, the security and social coexistence of the 

Lithuanian people, for the creation of social, economic, organisation and legal models for the 

studying and management of the social, economic, political, and other processes taking place in 

Lithuania.  



 

CHAPTER III 

OBJECTIVE AND TASKS OF THE PROGRAMME, IMPLEMENTATION 

MEASURES 

38. The objective of the Programme is to produce a comprehensive analysis of the 

preconditions, factors and trends for the development of a welfare society in Lithuania, to study 

the possibilities and the obstacles for its development, and to help public authorities to pass 

strategic decisions and recommendations for the development of a welfare society.  

39. The tasks of the Programme are to: 

39.1. provide a scientific basis for the development of a safe, healthy and inclusive 

society in Lithuania by analysing the structure of the society (stratification), its values, attitudes 

and changes in behaviour, social, national and religious identity, emigration and re-emigration 

factors, social inequality and social exclusion, health, social, economic and other factors relevant 

to the quality of life, social investment for improving social assistance, healthcare and the health 

services system, the involvement of other (not only health but also law enforcement) sectors in 

the processes of the building of a safe and healthy society;  

39.2. forecast and substantiate the smart growth of the country and the development of 

well-being by analysing political economic and social factors, factors of territorial (regional) 

differentiation, interactions between the welfare system and the economic development of the 

country by drawing up entrepreneurship and innovations ecosystem studies including proposals 

and recommendations for new services, the development of the market, the substantiation of 

creation and the implementation of social ideas in the public sector and in business, an evaluation 

of the performance of welfare institutions – social protection and healthcare, the labour market 

and housing policies, the education system, and their impact upon the development of the 

national economy, democracy and civic society, political priorities and the attitudes of the 

country's governing elite;  

39.3. carry out research activities to substantiate good and responsible governance by 

analysing the country's political and governance system as a means for the development of a 

welfare society, abilities to implement policies, collective action problems, a European 

Lithuanian identity, and by drawing up proposals and recommendations regarding a responsible 

and open public policy, improvements in the quality of public services, the participation of 

citizens and society in the public governance and the strengthening of the legal system.  

40. Five measures have been envisaged to address the task referred to in sub-item 

39.1 of the programme: 

40.1. studies in the social and psychological quality of life of different societal groups, 

the principal problems related to mental health problems (aggression, violence, suicides, alcohol 

abuse, etc.), the choosing of healthy lifestyles, the development of a sustainable healthcare 

system, the use of modern technologies for the involvement of society in the development of a 

healthy lifestyle and the prevention of diseases;  

40.2. studies in the structure of Lithuanian society (stratification), values, changes in 

the attitudes and behaviour, social, national and religious identity, attitudes of residents towards 



social justice and the quality of redistribution, the development of democracy and civic society, 

studies in public health and security;  

40.3. studies in demographic changes, developments in migration, social and economic 

structure, social investment, social, economic, healthcare, education and science factors and 

disparities, and possibilities to reduce them under the conditions of globalisation and economic 

development and instability;  

40.4. studies in societal disparities, disparities in the development of social and regional 

development, development gaps between urban and rural areas, the structure and development of 

the employment of the national population, the structure of the labour market, incentives to 

work, possibilities to reduce unemployment, the quality of employment, social and cultural 

inclusion, social cohesion, new needs in the welfare system, studies of equal opportunities;  

40.5. studies in criminal and administrative justice, expressions in law infringement, 

damage incurred, the reasons and possibilities for prevention, the efficiency of international and 

local crime prevention programmes and means, feelings of personal security and possibilities to 

strengthen it, and threats (bioethical, private life restriction, manipulation of the society by using 

social technologies) to personal security and rights;  

41. Five measures have been envisaged to address the task referred to in sub-item 

39.2 of the programme:  

41.1. studies in the coordination of institutional, political, technological, energy, 

economic, regional and social factors, the efficient use of resources for the purpose of building a 

welfare society while ensuring the public interest, forming economic policy and passing 

decisions having regard to different interest groups, research into changes to the welfare system 

in Lithuania and its impact upon the development of a smart society;  

41.2. studies of the impact of the factors determining the social and economic activity of 

the population on the employment rates and the demographic behaviour, and of the subjective 

assessment of residents of the quality of life and the welfare, the participation of residents in 

economic life;  

41.3. studies of social and economic relations, the impact of justice, social benefits and 

social services, social investment and social programmes, the effect of the development of the 

national economy upon the income of residents and their living conditions, the performance of 

welfare institutions – social protection and healthcare, the labour market, education and other 

authorities, as well as welfare means redistributed by the state and their impact on the formation 

of a welfare society;   

41.4. studies in the political, social, cultural, science and business relations affecting the 

development of entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystems, labour market factors, conditions 

for formation of networking relations, financing and infrastructure, business companies' 

establishment, the preconditions for their growth and the application of financing models, their 

integration into global markets, and the impact of new markets on the development of a welfare 

society;  

41.5. studies of external (legal, economic, social, political, environmental and other) 

environment, the ability of the State to ensure equal competitive conditions, institutional and 

operating obstacles to develop the social responsibility of business, social innovations, social 

entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship disparities and its promotion in Lithuania, the impact of the 



factors for and consequences of business emigration, economic, social, urban and rural, as well 

as environmental factors on the performance of smart enterprises; studies of ecological, 

biological, and green entrepreneurship and consumption development, the abilities required for 

innovations, the education of entrepreneurial individuals and career management (at individual, 

organisation and state levels), innovation funding models, finance accessibility, funding sources 

and strategies.  

42. Five measures have been envisaged to address the task referred to in sub-item 

39.3 of the programme: 

42.1. studies of civic society and communities, civic and political culture, political 

attitudes and values, the relationship between citizens and the State, the participation of citizens 

and non-governmental organisations in public governance and their relationship with the welfare 

society;  

42.2. studies of the development of democratic political institutions, territorial 

governance, regional and local authorities, the modernisation of public administration, the impact 

of new good governance models and open government, public administration (policy 

implementation) and the quality of public services and their accessibility, comparative studies in 

public administration abilities, the non-governmental sector and the development of local 

governance;  

42.3. studies of the efficiency and the quality of the legal system ensuring justice and the 

social coexistence, its independence and the efficiency of public administration;   

42.4. studies in changes in the international environment and the related risks and 

challenges to national security, information security in particular, the attitudes of Lithuanian 

society towards the international policy and the foreign policy of Lithuania, the ability of society 

to participate in the formation and defending of the national interests of Lithuania in the internal 

and international area, methods for the promotion of friendly relations with neighbouring 

countries;  

42.5. studies of the national political and governance systems as means for the 

development of a welfare society.  

CHAPTER IV 

PROJECTED OUTCOMES, THEIR ASSESSMENT CRIERIA AND THE USAGE 

POSSIBILITIES 

43. Having regard to the tasks of the Programme, the outcomes of its implementation 

will be the following:  

43.1. the preparation and implementation of research projects on the preconditions, 

factors and trends for the development of a welfare society in Lithuania based on the most up-to-

date knowledge and expertise of Lithuanian and world scientists (no less than 35 research 

projects);   

43.2. the drawing-up and publishing of scientific articles in the research areas covered by 

the Programme, scientific monographs and synthetic publications (no less than 15 scientific 

monographs and synthetic papers, no less than 75 scientific articles, of which 25 are to be in 

international publications with a citation index);  



43.3. the obtaining of new data and production of research-based recommendations 

regarding the development of a welfare society in Lithuania (no less than 25 research-based 

recommendations);  

43.4. the dissemination of the research conducted within the framework of the 

Programme and its results in the scientific community (no less than 50 national and international 

scientific events on the subject matters covered by the Programme);  

43.5. the development of an information infrastructure for further research in the area of a 

welfare society (no less than 10 databases constructed);  

43.6. research-based expert recommendations for public authorities (no less than 25 

recommendations submitted to public authorities).  

44. The most important criteria for the evaluation of the results of the Programme is 

the relevance, novelty, reliability, representativeness, internationality or the results and outcomes 

of the Programme, the dissemination of the results of the research to public authorities and 

society. An outcome of the Programme shall be an evaluation of the qualitative aspects of the 

research: scientific and methodological innovativeness and the reliability, the adaptability and 

accessibility of the results (and data) in an international context, the linking of the results to 

existing knowledge. The results of the research carried out within the framework of the 

Programme will be evaluated by experts. 

45. The results of the Programme will be evaluated upon its implementation. The 

indicators for the evaluation of the implementation of the Programme tasks are the following:  

45.1.the number of research projects initiated and implemented within the framework of 

the Programme;  

45.2. the number of scientific articles, monographs and synthetic publications drawn-up 

and published in the research areas covered by the Programme;  

45.3. the number of databases constructed;  

45.4. the number of national and international scientific events summarising the research 

covered by the Programme;  

45.5. the number of methodologies related to the research in the areas covered by the 

Programme;  

45.6. the number of recommendations to public authorities based on the research 

carried out according to the Programme.  

46. The information accumulated in relation to the implementation of the Programme 

will enable:  

46.1. the formation of a research-based strategy and the policies of a welfare society; 

46.2. the drawing up and submission of research-based recommendations facilitating the 

attainment of the objectives of a safe, healthy and inclusive society, social welfare, 

entrepreneurship and innovations, smart growth and high quality public administration;  

46.3. the improved monitoring and implementation of welfare policy;   

46.4. the development of high quality and problem-oriented research in the research areas 

covered by the Programme;  



46.5. the strengthening of the international cooperation of Lithuanian scientists and other 

researchers;  

46.6. the development of research-based studies in Lithuanian universities.  

47. The Programme will become part of training highly qualified social sciences 

specialists. The doctoral degree studies will become more attractive, the Programme will 

increase possibilities for researchers who have graduated from studies abroad and who have 

acquired research experience.  

CHAPTER V 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME, MONITORING AND 

REPORTING 

48. The programme shall be administered by the Research Council of Lithuania in 

accordance with the Regulations of the National Research Programmes approved by the 

Government of the Republic of Lithuania, and the Description of the procedure for the 

preparation and the implementation of the National Research Programmes approved by the 

Council and agreed with the Ministry of Education and Science.  

49. The Research Council of Lithuania will monitor the implementation of the 

Programme; while performing this function the Research Council will review the results of the 

Programme on an annual basis and draw up an interim and final report on the Programme, 

publish the reports on the Programme’s website, and organise the evaluation and public 

discussion of the reports. 

50. For the purpose of the interim evaluation of the Programme the Council shall 

evaluate an interim report submitted by the Programme implementation group; such interim 

report shall be submitted after three years of the Programme’s implementation. Having evaluated 

the report on the programme the Research Council may propose that the Ministry of Education 

and Science specify the Programme, or, in the case that the Programme is implemented 

unsatisfactorily or insufficient funding has been allocated for its implementation, may propose 

that the implementation of the Programme be terminated earlier than initially anticipated. 

51. The reports of the Programme specifying the results of the projects implemented 

under the programme, as well as the conclusions obtained and the recommendations submitted to 

the Ministries concerned and other institutions which will be published at events, in relation to 

publishing the results in the media and other means of information. 

CHAPTER VI 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

52.  The Programme shall be funded subject to the financial capacities of the State by 

appropriations from the budget of the Republic of Lithuania committed for the Research Council 

and other legitimate funding sources. The projected period for addressing the tasks and the 

implementation of the measures within the Programme is 2015-2020. A preliminary funding 

demand for the tasks and the measures in 2015-2017 is specified in the Annex to the Programme. 

Having examined and evaluated the results of the interim report of the Programme the Minister 

of Education and Science provides for the funding requirement for the implementation of the 

Programme in 2018-2020. 



53. Having regard to the number of proposals submitted in relation to calls, the 

Research Council of Lithuania reserves the right to re-allocate funds for the implementation of 

the tasks under the Programme.  

54. The implementation of the Programme is completed after the Research Council 

approves the final report of the Programme. 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


